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Oregon Board of Naturopathic Medicine 
Public Board Meeting 

June 11, 2012 
 

 

Present:  Michelle Homer, ND, Board Chair; Sara Ohgushi, ND; Greg Eckel, ND; Sheila Myers, ND; 

Yi-Kang Hu, Public Member; Dwight Adkins, Public Member; Johanna Riemenschneider, SAAG; Anne 

Walsh, Executive Director 

Excused: Patrick Chapman, ND 

 

Executive Session Motions: In case N11-11-33, Y. Hu moved to open an investigation, G. Eckel 

seconded, and the motion passed unanimously. N09-05-10, N09-08-15, N09-09-18, G. Eckel moved that 

individuals have satisfied the conditions of the orders, D. Adkins seconded, and the motion passed 

unanimously. In case N11-01-01, G. Eckel moved that individual has satisfied the conditions of the 

order, S. Myers seconded and the motion passed unanimously. In cases N12-05-08, N12-06-10N 

G. Eckel moved to dismiss; D. Adkins seconded, and the motion was passed unanimously. In Case N12-

03-04, N12-04-07, Y. Hu moved to dismiss, S. Ohgushi seconded, and the motion passed unanimously. 

 

Meeting Minutes: Minutes for the April 9, 2012 meeting were reviewed by the Board. D. Adkins 

moved to approve the minutes as written; S. Ohgushi seconded, and the motion was passed 

unanimously. 

 

Administrative Rules: The Board discussed the need to change the wording in OAR 850-030-0010, 

OAR 850-030-0030, OAR 850-030-0031, and OAR850-030-0070 to clarify the requirements for 

licensure. There was a discussion about -0031, which would give the Board the authority to reject any 

examination scores of someone who does not submit a completed application within one year of passing 

the state exams. The Board discussed the proposed rule change to OAR 850-050-0120, self-reporting. 

The proposed rule clarifies the language and brings the rule into conjunction with legislative changes. 

The discussion regarding OAR850-060-0226 was a proposed rule to add nitrous oxide to the 

naturopathic formulary. After further discussion S. Ohgushi moved to adopt as permanent rules, the 

changes to OAR 850-030-0010, OAR 850-030-0030, OAR 850-030-0031, OAR 850-030-0070, OAR 

850-050-0120, and OAR 850-060-0226, D. Adkins seconded, and the motion passed unanimously. S. 

Ohgushi discussed the rules regarding ND’s certified in natural childbirth. She wanted to add a time 

frame for a minimum number of the 50 births required to be certified in natural childbirth. She proposed 

a required continuing education study group for certificate holders. There was discussion about creating 

an inactive status for ND’s certified in natural childbirth. The issue was tabled for further discussion 

until the next meeting. 

 

General Business:  

 Naturopathic Specialization – Dr. Martin Milner, ND and Dr. Jeremy Mikolai, ND gave a 

presentation regarding an interest in the possibility of Oregon ND’s being allowed to become Board 

certified in an area of practice, specifically a Board certification in cardiology. Dr. Milner works at 

NCNM in the cardiology department. He specifically requested administrative rules to allow ND’s to 

post-graduate train as residents and fellows, and to recognize board certified specialties. Dr. Mikolai 

explained how Oregon ND’s are at a market and public perception disadvantage to ND’s licensed in 

others states where they allow them to claim specialties. Dr. Milner outlined a general process for 

designating specialization through a multi-year fellowship and a board certified exam. There was 

continued discussion about the benefits and drawbacks to designating specializations to Oregon ND’s in 

regards to public safety and what is best for the professional as a whole. Dr. Milner asserted that the 

more ND’s that receive post-graduate training in medical specialties, there will be greater quality of 
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patient care and safety. After discussion, the Board concluded that the change would require a statutory 

change to ORS 685 and that the change would need to be initiated by the professional association. 

 Social Media – There was a discussion about the growing use of social media and ways to 

ensure professional and ethical conduct by ND’s or employees in naturopathic clinics. 

Semi-Independence – Ms. Walsh is continuing to explore the possibility of semi-independence 

for the Board.  

SERV-OR – Ms. Walsh informed the Board that there will be an advisory meeting June 19 to 

inform the SERV-OR committee about the ND scope of practice in emergency situations. 

 

Legislation: There were no updates on the two legislative concepts being considered by the Board. 

 

Directors Report:  
 Financial Report- Ms. Walsh updated the Board on its current funding level.  

 Budget Process – Ms. Walsh updated the Board on the budget process and timeline.  

 Website – The State is converting to a new web editing tool and there has been some bugs but is 

moving forward. 

 NCIT – Ms. Walsh will be attending the NCIT Investigator Training in San Francisco in 

September.  

  

Miscellaneous:  

   Prescribing/Dispensing Regulations – Ms. Walsh informed the Board that there are discussions 

about increased regulation of businesses dispensing pharmaceuticals. Ms. Walsh will keep the Board 

updated. 

 School Nurse/Child Supplements – There was an issue of a school nurse who refused to give a 

doctor’s prescribed supplements to a child at the school. It was decided that the Board would offer some 

advice on working with the school administration to resolve the issue. 

 Meaningful Use – A question was raised about the use of the term “meaningful use” and if NDs 

are required to follow these guidelines. It is used by insurance providers, mainly Medicare, and required 

for submitting claims.  

 Pharmaceutical Disposal – G. Eckel started a discussion about informing ND’s about proper 

disposal of unused pharmaceuticals. Ms. Walsh said there should be some information on the website 

found on the FAQ page. 

 

Public Comment: There was no public comment. 

 

As there was no more business to discuss, the Board adjourned at 2:10pm.   

 

Board members worked on CE after the close of the meeting. 


