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Oregon State Board of Agriculture Minutes
	DATE
	LOCATION
	START TIME
	END TIME

	March 18-20, 2026
	Deschutes County Fairgrounds, Redmond, OR
	3:30 PM
	2:00 PM

	
FACILITATOR
	CONTACT EMAIL
	CONTACT PHONE

	John Boyes
	BoardAgriculture@ODA.oregon.gov
	503.986.4552

	
	
	
	
	


Meeting Recording:
March 18  – Meeting recording Part 1 – https://youtu.be/4ARr5hPeE4g
March 19 – Meeting recording Part 2 – https://youtu.be/XimcNUf0ZB0

Meeting Materials are available online at https://oda.direct/BoardAgriculture for up to two years following the conclusion of this meeting and will be made available by request thereafter.

Wednesday, March 18th, 2026
Agenda Item 01 – Welcome and Introductions (Timestamp: 0:00:04)
Chair Elin Miller called the meeting to order at 3:30 pm. 
John Boyes, Board Coordinator, called the roll of board members. 

	Board Members:
	ODA Staff Present:
	Others Present:

	Present:
Elin Miller, Chair
Eric Orem, Vice-Chair
Director Lisa Charpilloz Hanson
Chad Allen
Kirk Maag
Mike Dill
Ellie Norris
Ty Kliewer

Absent:
Miguel Lopez
Barbara Boyer
Josh Zielinski
Dean Staci Simonich
	Lindsay Eng
Jonathan Sandau
Rusty Rock
Isaak Stapleton
Casey Prentiss
Chris Benemann
Karla Valness
John Boyes
Erick Garman
Amy Gilroy
Jim Cupples
Andrea Cantu-Schomus (virtually)
Sunny Summers (virtually)
Laura Passage (virtually)
Adam Crawford (virtually)
	Paul Poister
Three Rivers Audio Visual
Bill Perry
Tracy Loew
Travis Miller
Diana Wirth


Roll call confirmed that a quorum (minimum of 6 voting members) was met and that the meeting could continue.

ACTION ITEM: (Timestamp: 00:05:15)
Approval of December 2025 Meeting Minutes
Draft minutes for the December 2025 Board Meeting were submitted for review and approval.

MOTION
Ty Kliewer moved that the December 2025 minutes be approved as presented. Ellie Norris seconded. Motion passed by voice vote. Ayes: Elin Miller, Eric Orem, Chad Allen, Ty Kliewer, Mike Dill, Ellie Norris, Kirk Maag; Absent: Barbara Boyer, Josh Zielinski, Miguel Lopez.

Agenda Item 02 – Director’s Report (Timestamp: 00:06:05)
ODA Director Lisa Charpilloz Hanson provided the Board with an update on agency activities since the December 2025 meeting. Updates included:
· Seed regulatory program activities related to the Slow Pay No Pay proceedings with two seed dealers in Oregon.
· Brief updates on the 2026 Legislative Session:
· HB 4153 – Farm Stores (included in Meeting Materials).
· $1.8 million in funding for Japanese beetle eradication and monitoring work at ODA.
· Agricultural Water Quality rules for nitrate reduction in the Lower Umatilla Basin Groundwater Management Area (LUBGWMA) were recently finalized with the Secretary of State and are in place. Rule finalization came after extensive input and engagement with local stakeholders.
· Nursery fee increases to help pay for Japanese beetle eradication efforts.
· Tribal engagement and changes to ODA’s rulemaking process to increase tribal notification time ahead of rulemaking activities.
· Emergency preparedness at ODA and how ODA continues to meet the Governor’s Expectations for state agencies (included in Meeting Materials).
· A new Human Resources Director will start at the end of March from the Department of Corrections.
· Preview of the 2027-2029 Budget Development process during the 2027 Legislative Session.
· ODA is currently recruiting for commodity commission members.
· The Specialty Crop Block Grant advisory committee met earlier in the week to review applications and make recommendations for funding. ODA is still waiting for final funding allocation from the USDA.

Director Charpilloz Hanson provided an update on the Oregon Climate Action Commission and the Oregon Department of Energy’s Energy Strategy discussions. At the most recent Commission meeting, there were discussions about gaps in meeting Oregon’s greenhouse gas reduction goals by 2035 and 2050. Board members reviewed an article published in the Capitol Chronicle (available in the Meeting Materials). ODA asked for the Commission to meet with ODA staff involved in climate-related work. Chad Allen spoke to the importance that the Board gets an opportunity to advise the Governor’s office on these goals and initiatives. Chair Miller proposed an idea to write a letter and to connect with Governor Kotek’s Energy Policy Advisor, Amy Schlusser, during the Governor’s Office updates on March 19.

Reports from ODA’s program staff and a progress report on achieving ODA’s Strategic Plan were included in the Meeting Materials.

Agenda Item 03 – Budget and Legislative Updates (Timestamp: 00:24:35)
Jonathan Sandau, Deputy Director, Lindsay Eng, Deputy Director, and Adam Crawford, Chief Operating Officer, from ODA provided the Board with budget and legislative outcomes from the 2026 Legislative Session. An overview of ag-related legislation and budget measures were provided in the Meeting Materials.

Jonathan Sandau provided an overview of several policy bills that directly impact ODA, several bills that impact agriculture in general, and several bills that impact government operations in general. Updates to ODA’s Animal Rescue Entity program, Slow Pay No Pay statutes, and revenue impacts to ODA’s Wolf Depredation Grant Program and the Oregon Invasive Species Council from the changes to the Transient Lodging Tax were shared with the Board. Chair Miller asked for clarification on the Joint Permitting Council legislation. Jonathan Sandau explained that ODA’s overlap may include the CAFO program, but other areas of the Department do not meet the requirements or funding thresholds to streamline permitting processes.

Lindsay Eng provided more insight around the Slow Pay No Pay legislation (HB 4065) and ODA’s role in seed price negotiations. Chad Allen asked for some of the history resulting in ODA’s involvement with grass seed price negotiations. Lindsay Eng provided details about the contracting requirements and restrictions related to intellectual property rights associated with certain types of grass seed which prohibit growers from selling seed on the open market if contracted buyers can no longer purchase seed from growers. Director Charpilloz Hanson shared history from the early 2000s that led to the original enactment of the Slow Pay No Pay legislation.

Lindsay Eng shared the outcome of HB 4153 relating to Farm Store permitting in Oregon. 

Jonathan Sandau spoke to the complexity and collaboration required to navigate the legislative session, emphasizing that this work is not done in a vacuum and is done collectively with partner agencies and stakeholders.

Adam Crawford spoke to the outcomes of the reduction options that were presented to the Board in December of 2025. ODA incurred a roughly 1% General Fund budget reduction through sustained vacancy savings from several policy support positions. ODA is beginning to develop the 2027-2029 budget proposal. Adam Crawford also highlighted revenue forecast timelines and outlooks that will inform the budget development process for the next biennium. Additional updates and more detail will be provided at the meeting in June. Chair Miller asked about the partial decoupling from the federal tax code and the implications to Oregon’s budget. 

Director Charpilloz Hanson previewed some of the budget-related items that will come before the Board in June. Those updates will include a statutorily mandated budget reduction exercise and program prioritization list. The budget environment remains tight given current economic forecasts.

Director Charpilloz Hanson provided a brief update on the Governor’s Prosperity Council to prepare for the discussion with the Governor’s natural resource staff. 

Agenda Item 9: Board Business – Moved from March 19th, 2026 (Timestamp: 01:26:00)
Chair Miller discussed Board Business, originally scheduled for March 19th, 2026, due to the meeting running ahead of schedule.

The Soil and Water Conservation Commission report from Barbara Boyer was omitted due to Barbara Boyer’s absence.

Resolution Process Discussion
Resolution 000 was presented with minor revisions to reflect changes to the process that were discussed in December 2025, provided in Meeting Materials. John Boyes provided an update on the revisions and a recap of the discussion in December. In December of 2025, the Board discussed stopping the automatic 3-year review interval of the active Board Resolutions, compiling a list of all active Resolutions, and regularly reviewing the list of Resolutions at each meeting.

ACTION ITEM: (Timestamp: 01:27:05)
Board Resolution 000 Review and Approval

MOTION
Ellie Norris moved to approve Resolution 000 as amended. Ty Kliewer seconded. Kirk Maag clarified that members of the public could request that the Board reconsider resolutions, but the Board could deny that request based on language in the revised draft of Resolution 000. Chair Miller confirmed. The motion passed by voice vote. Ayes: Elin Miller, Eric Orem, Chad Allen, Kirk Maag, Ellie Norris, Mike Dill, Ty Kliewer. Absent: Barbara Boyer, Josh Zielinski, Miguel Lopez.

2026 and 2027 Meeting Dates and Locations
June 3-5 will be in Madras, Oregon, at the Inn at Cross Keys Station.
September 2-4, 2026, will be in Astoria, Oregon, at the Holiday Inn Express.
The December 2026 meeting will be abbreviated and virtual-only sometime between December 2-4, 2026.

The Board will meet in Salem on March 3-5, 2027, during the 2027 Legislative Session. Jonathan Sandau clarified that those dates would work well with other timing at the Legislature. The Board agreed to pursue legislative meetings in lieu of site visits.

Mike Dill recommended future Board meeting be held in conjunction with the Oregon State University Small Farms Conference. Director Charpilloz Hanson stated that ODA has a presence at the conference every year and recommended looking to 2028 to schedule a meeting in conjunction with the conference.

Chair Miller proposed that Board meet with the Environmental Quality Commission in 2027. Jonathan Sandau proposed a joint meeting with the Fish and Wildlife Commission, given the agency’s overlap with the Transient Lodging Tax and the Wolf Depredation Grant Program. Ty Kliewer recommended the Board meet with the Water Resources Commission.

Resolution Review:
Chair Miller proposed that the Board reevaluate the suite of land use related resolutions with the goal of simplifying or combining based on a collective review. Kirk Maag agreed, given the broad scope of active land use related Board Resolutions. Chad Allen asked about staff capacity and knowledge related to land use issues. Director Charpilloz Hanson responded that Lindsay Eng is filling parts of that role and that the NRS 5 position was held vacant for vacancy savings. That position description is being reevaluated to recruit someone with a broad depth of knowledge beyond just land use to include economic development expertise.

Kirk Maag proposed a phased approach to evaluating the active land use resolutions. Next steps will include a proposition in June for the best approach to evaluate the land use resolutions.

Ellie Norris asked to review labor-related resolutions, including Resolution 169 given recent changes to the H2A program. 

Break
The Board took a 20-minute break.

Director Charpilloz Hanson provided updates on the International Year of the Woman Farmer from the agency. ODA is currently still accepting nominations to feature women agriculturists in the state.

Chair Miller asked the Board to start thinking about nominations to represent the Board of Agriculture on the Oregon Watershed Enhancement Board (OWEB). Barbara Boyer has fulfilled that role for several years.

Agenda Item 4: Deschutes Land Trust (Timestamp: 02:26:00)
Rika Ayotte, Executive Director for the Deschutes Land Trust, presented ongoing work related to agricultural and conservation land easements in the region. Rika Ayotte shared some of the benefits and challenges with implementing conservation easements. 

Ty Kliewer asked about self-mitigation requirements. Rika Ayotte shared that the Department of Fish and Wildlife functions as the enforcer of the habitat mitigation requirements. Chair Miller asked about the intersection between land use law and development restriction intercepts with the work at the Land Trust. Rika Ayotte explained that the approach and intersection is highly correlated with the individual community at hand. Rika Ayotte shared that additional investments in the Oregon Agriculture Heritage Program could help fund the matching dollars required for several easement options, which would accelerate land enrollment and preservation throughout the state.

Chair Miller recessed the meeting until March 19th, 2026.

Thursday, March 19th, 2026
Welcome and Introductions (Timestamp: 00:00:00)
*Due to technical difficulties, the video recording for this portion of the meeting is unavailable. Sound recording is available starting at the beginning of roll call. 

Chair Elin Miller called the meeting to order at 8:30 am. Introductions of board members followed. John Boyes, Board Coordinator called the roll of Board members. 

	Board Members:
	ODA Staff Present:
	Others Present:

	Present:
Elin Miller, Chair
Eric Orem, Vice-Chair
Director Lisa Charpilloz Hanson
Chad Allen
Kirk Maag
Mike Dill
Ellie Norris
Miguel Lopez
Ty Kliewer
Staci Simonich

Absent:
Barbara Boyer
Josh Zielinski

	Lindsay Eng
Jonathan Sandau
Rusty Rock
Isaak Stapleton
Chris Benemann
Casey Prentiss
Karla Valness
John Boyes
Erick Garman
Amy Gilroy
Jim Cupples
Gilbert Uribe Valdez
Andrea Cantu-Schomus (virtually)
Adam Crawford (virtually)
Sunny Summers (Virtually)
Laura Passage (Virtually)

	Paul Poister
Ryan Krabill
Shannon Davis
Geoff Huntington
Amy Schlusser
Chandra Ferrari
Amanda Hoey
Three Rivers Audio Visual



Roll call confirmed that a quorum (minimum of 6 voting members) was present, and the meeting could continue.

Agenda Item 5: Updates from OSU’s Dean of the College of Agriculture (Timestamp: 00:01:13)
*Due to technical difficulties, video recording is unavailable for this portion of the meeting. Sound recording is available.

Chair Miller recognized Dean Staci Simonich for her award from the Society of Toxicology.

Dean Staci Simonich provided updates from Oregon State University’s College of Agricultural Science, including enrolment trends, research funding outlooks, and her work in helping develop the federal Farm Bill legislation. Agricultural research funding in the state did not incur as big of a cut as originally proposed; the College of Agricultural Sciences did take a 6.5% internal cut to the education and general fund, which are teaching funds. The average age of OSU College of Agricultural Sciences is 27 years, which insulates the College of Agriculture from some of the declining enrolment overall. Dean Simonich also showcased some of the micro-credentialling programs available to students, including focus areas in precision agriculture and the use of artificial intelligence. Federal agricultural research funding has been reduced, and it is taking longer to receive funds once awarded.

Chair Miller called for introductions in the room.

Agenda Item 6: Regional Food and Agriculture Business Centers (Timestamp: 00:14:53)
*Due to technical difficulties, video recording is unavailable for this portion of the meeting. However, slides from the PowerPoint presentation were added to the sound recording to recreate the presentation.

Erick Garman, Amy Gilroy, and Jim Cupples, all members of ODA’s Economic Development and Trade Team, presented a progress update and overview of the three pilot Regional Food and Agriculture Business Centers that ODA is helping coordinate. The Centers are located in the Rogue Valley, Ontario, and Willamette Valley, and they are intended to help build resiliency in the middle of the food supply chain. Centers will provide growers with technical assistance, connections to resources, and help coordinate efforts distribute agricultural and food products in their respective regions.

Break

Agenda Item 7: Rulemaking Updates at ODA (Timestamp: 01:20:42)
Sunny Summers, Senior Policy Advisor at ODA, provided an update on recent rulemaking at ODA. Summers also showed the Board ODA’s rulemaking webpage (https://oda.direct/Rulemaking), which lists current rules in development, finalized, and recently published. 

Board Business Discussion (Timestamp: 01:41:55)
Chair Miller asked for further recommendations about resolutions to review in the coming year. A primer on land use resolutions will be considered at the June 2026 meeting. Ellie Norris raised the labor-related resolutions including 169 (H2A) and 316 (Federal Minimum Wage). Eric Orem recommended meeting in Morrow County, given the focus on land use and data center siting. Orem recommended partnering with local county planning and water officials. Kirk Maag recommended the Board visit the Port of Morrow during that meeting as well. The Board will aim to hold the June 2027 meeting in Morrow County.

Director Charpilloz Hanson asked the Board to consider what topics to include in ODA’s Ag Quarterly publication.

Agenda Item 8: Public Comment – General Topics (Timestamp: 01:52:34)
No public comment was presented. Written comments were submitted for the Board’s review by Bonnie Orr from the Linn County Animal Control (provided in Meeting Materials).

Board Business (Timestamp: 01:53:45)
The Board discussed topics to include in the Ag Quarterly Publication. Topics discussed included: highlights from the FFA Convention, Regional Food and Agriculture Business Centers, outcomes from the 2026 Legislative Session, and a preview of the land use resolution review process. John Boyes will create the initial draft of the Board’s message in the Ag quarterly.

Chair Miller spoke about the biennial report that is required to be submitted to the Legislature.

Chair Miller and Director Hanson discussed potential Board involvement with ongoing discussions about greenhouse gas reduction options with the Department of Energy. Chad Allen encouraged the Board and Department to consider ways to create ongoing touchpoints with the Board to be proactively involved with issues that relate to the agriculture and food industry. 

Agenda Item 12: Oregon Native Seed Strategy (Timestamp: 02:05:01)
Troy Abercrombie from ODA provided the Board with an overview of the Oregon Native Seed Strategy (ONSS). The ONSS is the result of a collaborative effort between state natural resource agencies, federal agencies, Tribal Nations, and community partners. The Strategy aims to help address long-standing native seed supply shortages. Native seed availability is one of the primary bottlenecks for ecological restoration, especially post-disaster restoration. Troy Abercrombie spoke to how the Strategy directly aligns with Governor Kotek’s recent Executive Orders related to resiliency on the landscape and her prosperity initiatives.

Agenda Item 11A: Pesticide Program Updates (Timestamp: 02:41:25)
Gilbert Uribe and Isaak Stapleton from ODA’s Natural Resource Division provided the Board with an update on Spanish language study and exam material availability for the pesticide licensing exams. The Board heard public comment at the December 2025 meeting in Hood River. Gilbert provided an overview of the statistical approach that ODA is doing to identify problem questions on several pesticide applicator license exams. The program continues to make improvements and is actively working to collaborate with community partners to provide pesticide training support in Spanish and in English across the state.

Lunch Break – 30 minutes

Agenda Item 12: Updates from the Governor’s Natural Resource Office (Timestamp: 03:11:09)
Director Charpilloz Hanson introduced the Governor’s Natural Resource staff. Geoff Huntington, Senior Natural Resource Policy Advisor, Amy Schlusser, Climate and Energy Policy Advisor, and Chandra Ferrari, Natural Resource Policy Advisor, discussed recent Executive Orders and the Governor’s initiatives related to climate change, prosperity, energy policy, and natural and working lands (EO’s and the Prosperity Roadmap included in Meeting Materials). 

After an overview of EO 25-29, the Board discussed the article published in the Capitol Chronicle (available in the Meeting Materials). Chad Allen encouraged the team to seek expertise from the agriculture community early in the discussion process. Mike Dill provided insight around supply chain logistics and the intersection with recent initiatives to electrify transportation infrastructure. Dill recommended evaluating gradual improvements instead of an all-or-nothing approach, like the pilot project he is working on to electrify trailer axels to improve fuel efficiency. Maximizing hauling loads is another project he is working on to reduce the number of empty transportation miles by way of more intentional collaboration. Kirk Maag spoke to the perception that actions tied to individual state agencies may reflect directly on the Governor and vice versa. Maag also emphasized the importance of identifying the right agriculture experts when the industry is consulted. 

Chandra Ferrari provided an overview of EO 25-26 and the resiliency initiatives that affect natural and working lands and waters in the state. There will be a standing group of Board members and agency leadership to continue cross-coordination efforts related to the resiliency work outlined in EO 25-26. Ellie Norris connected the resiliency work in EO 25-26 to the work of the Regional Food and Agriculture Business Centers, especially as they relate to strengthening rural economic resiliency. Eric Orem reiterated that agriculture can be a big part of the solution for EO 25-26 resiliency efforts. 

Agenda Item 11A: Pesticide Program Updates (Timestamp: 04:15:19)
Gilbert Uribe Valdez and Isaak Stapleton came back to answer questions related to Spanish pesticide applicator testing. Miguel Lopez asked for more information about the track record of Metro in providing bilingual services. Gilbert Uribe Valdez clarified that Metro’s involvement is during the customer service and registration process. Eric Orem spoke to the importance of being able to read pesticide labels, which are predominantly in English; Orem also asked about the status of the improvements. Isaak Stapleton added that current progress likely does not measure up to the standards sought by the organizations the Board has heard from in the past and that ODA is waiting for the national standards manual to be published in Spanish. Gilbert Uribe Valdez spoke to ongoing changes federally that may require certain portions of pesticide labels be translated into Spanish, but those changes will take time.

Agenda Item 11B: Public Comment related to ODA’s Pesticide Program (Timestamp: 04:32:26)
No in-person or written public comments were received. Kris Schaedel, from the Hood River Soil and Water Conservation District, provided public comment virtually related to Spanish testing materials and exam availability.

Board Business: (Timestamp: 04:39:33)
The Board discussed the biennial report that is required to be submitted to the Legislature. Eric Orem identified the following topics to include: ag statistics, regulation, bright spots in agriculture, succession planning, mental health, affordability, consolidation of farmland, energy policy, labor, and land use. Ty Kliewer added the disparity in profitability based on farm size. Chad Allen recommended writing a letter to the Department of Energy proactively. 

Adjournment:
Chair Miller adjourned the meeting at approximately 1:30 pm.



Index of Official Board Action Items and Votes:

	Date
	Action Item
	Vote Totals
	Timestamp and Link

	3/18/26
	Approval of March 2025 Meeting Minutes
	Aye: 7
Nay: 0
Absent: 3
	Timestamp: 00:05:15

	3/18/26
	Revisions to Resolution 000
Minor revisions to reflect updated resolution review process and conformance with Oregon’s Public Meeting Laws
	Aye: 7
Nay: 0
Absent: 3
	Timestamp: 01:27:05



1
Minutes Approved June 3, 2026 – March 2026 Board of Agriculture Minutes		
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Minutes approved June 3, 2026 – March 2026 Board of Agriculture Minutes
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