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To: Lindsay Eng, Deputy Director, Oregon Department of Agriculture
Subject: Proposed Rulemaking - Hearing Officer’s Report

From: Sunny Summers

Date: March 12,2026

Rulemaking Summary - The purpose of this rulemaking was to allow public comment on
proposed rule amendments adjusting cottage food annual gross sales limit for inflation.

Public Hearing - ODA did not hold a public hearing during this public comment period.

SUMMARY OF COMMENTS - ODA accepted written testimony from the public through 5:00
p.m.on February 27,2026. Three written comments were received. Those comments and
responses can be found on the next page.

Dated this 12th day of March 2026.

DA

Sunny Summers, Hearings Officer
Oregon Department of Agriculture
635 Capitol Street NE

Salem, OR 97301
sunny.summers@oda.oregon.gov
503.400.4196




Comments

Commenter Comment Response
Julia Hello, The increase to the annual gross
sales limit is required by statute.
| think that the increase in gross sales | ORS 616.723(2)(d) directs the
allowed will increase the already Oregon Department of
massive amount of people who are not | Agriculture to adjust the limit for
following rules. | have stopped inflation, and this rulemaking
reporting to the ODA when | see these | implements that requirement.
things as they have continued
occurring from the same people in the | This change does not expand the
same places after being reported. types of foods allowed, reduce
food safety standards, or change
Increasing the state budget to allow enforcement authority. Decisions
for more inspectors, specifically for about agency budgets, staffing
cottage foods, seems more prudent levels, and inspection capacity
than increasing gross sales limits that | @ré made by the Oregon
will result in increased rule breaking Legislature and are outside the
which erodes the public’s trust in the | Scope of this rulemaking.
ODA’s ability to requlate cottage
. The Department takes reports of
foods at it currently stands. If people ) ]
noncompliance seriously and
won’t buy cottage foods because of ] .
) addresses them consistent with
the lack of response, then this )
. available resources.
negatively effects all cottage food
producers.
Reid T.K. | think increasing this limit is wise. We | Thank you for your comments.
need more options for good healthy
homemade food to be accessible to
more eaters.
Jeremy B. I am in favor of the proposed changes | Thank you for your comments.

to adjust the cottage food limits for
inflation. Numbers have changed so
much in the last several years as
inflation has gotten worse and this
change would help small businesses
trying to make ends meet using this
program stay afloat.
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