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NEED FOR THE RULE(S): 

The Oregon Department of Agriculture State Veterinarian’s Office has been made aware of an outbreak of Equine 

Herpes Virus (EHV)/ Equine Herpes Myeloencephalopathy (EHM) in horses that were at or associated with barrel 

racing and rodeo-type events in Texas and Oklahoma. Several cases of EHM have been confirmed in Texas and 

Oklahoma associated with these equine events, with numerous reports of additional cases and equine deaths pending 

investigation. 

 

These emergency rules establish specific mitigation steps to prevent the introduction of EHV into exhibitions by horses 

or other equine species, as well as reduce the risk of transmission of EHV at exhibitions.

JUSTIFICATION OF TEMPORARY FILING: 

1. Consequences of not taking immediate action 

Without immediate rulemaking, Oregon would face a significant risk of EHV entering the state undetected. This could 

lead to disease spread within Oregon’s horse population, possible illness or death in affected horses, and the need for 

extensive disease response measures, including quarantines and movement restrictions. 

 

2. Who would be affected 

Oregon horse owners, veterinarians, equine event organizers, boarding facilities, and the broader equine industry 

would suffer these consequences. The burden would also fall on the state’s animal health program, which would face 

complex and costly disease response efforts. 

 

3. Why immediate action is necessary 

Because exposed horses have already dispersed across multiple states—and there are no reliable records of which 

horses attended the events—Oregon cannot rely on traceability alone to prevent introduction of the disease. Waiting 

for permanent rulemaking would leave a gap in protections at a time when exposed horses may already be moving 

across state lines. 

 

4. How the temporary rules will prevent or reduce these consequences 
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The temporary rules will immediately strengthen Oregon’s ability to prevent the entry and spread of EHV by requiring 

additional safeguards for horses entering the state or attending high-risk events. These measures will help identify 

potentially exposed animals before they arrive, support early detection, reduce transmission risks, and protect Oregon’s 

equine industry while permanent rulemaking is pursued.

DOCUMENTS RELIED UPON, AND WHERE THEY ARE AVAILABLE: 

ODA Animal Health Statute– Oregon Legislative website

ADOPT: 603-011-5012

RULE SUMMARY: Establishes specific requirements for equine exhibitions for the mitigation of equine herpesvirus.

CHANGES TO RULE: 

603-011-5012 
Mitigation of Equine Herpesvirus at Livestock Exhibitions 
In addition to the requirements of OAR 603-011-1100 through OAR 603-011-1735, the following shall apply to 
the exhibition of equines in order to mitigate the risk of transmission of equine herpesvirus.¶ 
(1) The definitions in OAR 603-011-1000 and the following definitions apply to this rule:¶ 
(a) "Designated contact" means the primary point of contact for an exhibition. The designated contact is also 
responsible for ensuring compliance with relevant requirements.¶ 
(b) "Equine" means species of livestock that are members of the taxonomic family Equidae.¶ 
(c) "Exhibition" means an event where livestock owned by two or more persons are brought to one location in 
Oregon for judging, competition, performance, or display.¶ 
(d) "Premises of origin" means the physical location where an animal resided prior to arrival at the exhibition.¶ 
(e) "Veterinarian of record" means a veterinarian designated by the exhibition to provide veterinary services and 
exercise general veterinary oversight on behalf of the exhibition.¶ 
(2) All exhibitions where equines will be present must register with the Department at least 20 days prior to the 
start of the exhibition on a form provided by the Department. It is the responsibility of the owner of the location 
where the exhibition will be held to ensure that all exhibitions held at that location meet this requirement.¶ 
(3) The following records are required to be collected at the time of entry into the exhibition and maintained by 
the designated contact for a minimum of 90 days after the completion of the exhibition. Records must be provided 
to the Department upon request.¶ 
(a) A record of each equine to include:¶ 
(A) Microchip or other official identification (if present),¶ 
(B) Other individual animal identification present (brand, registration number, etc),¶ 
(C) Exhibitor contact information (name, address, phone number, email address), and¶ 
(D) The physical address of the premises of origin.¶ 
(b) For any equine coming from a Premises of Origin outside the State of Oregon, a Certificate of Veterinary 
Inspection, showing:¶ 
(A) The physical address of the premises of Origin,¶ 
(B) The physical address of the exhibition,¶ 
(C) The individual official identification of each animal present at the exhibition, and¶ 
(D) Negative test results for Equine Infectious Anemia Virus as required by OAR 603-011-1220.¶ 
(4) The following general animal health requirements apply to any exhibition where equines are present:¶ 
(a) Each exhibition where equines are present shall ensure that at least one designated veterinarian is involved in 
the planning of the exhibition, and available to provide veterinary care if needed, during each day in which animals 
are present at the exhibition.¶ 
(b) No person shall allow equines suspected of being infected with, exposed to, or a carrier of a disease to be 
allowed entry to any exhibition.¶ 
(c) Each exhibition where equines are present shall provide a designated isolation area, ensuring:¶ 
(A) A written protocol is maintained and communicated to all exhibitors for the immediate isolation of animals 
showing signs or symptoms of potential infectious, contagious, or communicable disease.¶ 
(B) Isolation areas shall be located away from all other animals, and may not share confined air space, panels/fence 
lines, feeding, or watering space with other animals not in the isolation area.¶ 
(C) Access to the isolation area shall be limited to the owner(s) of isolated animals, or their designated caretaker, 
designated show staff, and the veterinarian of record or other veterinarian(s) directly involved in the care of 
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isolated animals.¶ 
(d) Any equine showing signs or symptoms of any disease shall be immediately removed to the designated 
isolation area until examined by the veterinarian of record. Disposition of such livestock shall be at the sole 
discretion of the veterinarian of record.¶ 
(5) With the exception of Section (2) above, it is the responsibility of the designated contact to ensure that all 
relevant requirements in this rule are followed. 
Statutory/Other Authority: ORS 596.020 
Statutes/Other Implemented: ORS 596.020
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