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Format and Purpose:

Â  A side-by-side comparison of the òSeasonal 

Climate Forecastó vs. what (Actually Occurred) is done 

for both the 1-month & 3-month forecasts.*

Â  The accuracy of each forecast is reviewed, and the 

need for analog-year updates is examined.

Â  This is part of an ongoing assessment of the utility 

of this forecast method.**

   *Utilizes 1991-2020 long-term averages

**See òForecasting Methodséó at:
https://www.oregon.gov/oda/natural-resources/pages/weather.aspx

https://www.oregon.gov/oda/natural-resources/pages/weather.aspx
https://www.oregon.gov/oda/natural-resources/pages/weather.aspx
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October 2025
(Forecast Issued September 18, 2025)/(Actual)

Forecast Upper -Air Pattern Actual Upper -Air Pattern

Â Both the analog blend (left) and the October 2025 observed pattern (right) had 

prevailing westerly flow aloft over Oregon...ranging from more SW flow, in 1967, to 

more W-NW flow, in 2017.  A òforecast hit.ó



October 2025
(Forecast Issued September 18, 2025)/(Actual)

Forecast Upper -Air Anomalies Actual Upper -Air Anomalies

Â Analogs (left) ranged from anomalous troughing in 1981 to ridging in 2017, with the 

blend favoring troughing.  2025 (right) had anomalous troughing.  A òforecast hit.ó



Actual Temperatures

Data courtesy of the National Centers for Environmental Information (NCEI)

Forecast Temperatures

October 2025
(Forecast Issued September 18, 2025)/(Actual)



Forecast Precipitation Actual Precipitation

Data courtesy of the National Centers for Environmental Information (NCEI)

October 2025
(Forecast Issued September 18, 2025)/(Actual)



Â Despite differing upper-air patterns, the analogs had 

average or slightly below average temperatures.  (October 

2025 brought a marked shift from well-above-average 

temperatures to below-average temperatures.)  A òforecast hit.ó

Â Above-average precipitation with some snow on the 

mountain passes by monthõs end.  (October 2025 had near-

average or above-average precipitation.  The mountain passes 

saw brief  snow.)  Mostly a òforecast hit.ó 

October 2025
(Forecast Issued September 18, 2025)/(Actual)



November 2025
(Forecast Issued October 16, 2025)/(Actual)

Forecast Upper -Air Pattern Actual Upper -Air Pattern

Â The forecast (left) and the observed pattern (right) both showed mean ridging over 

the Rockies with prevailing SW flow aloft over Oregon.  A òforecast hit.ó



November 2025
(Forecast Issued October 16, 2025)/(Actual)

Forecast Upper -Air Anomalies Actual Upper -Air Anomalies

Â The analog composite (left) had stronger anomalous troughing offshore than was 

observed (right), but both had anomalous ridging over the Rockies.  A òpartial 
forecast hit.ó



November 2025
(Forecast Issued October 16, 2025)/(Actual)

Forecast Temperatures Actual Temperatures

Data courtesy of the National Centers for Environmental Information (NCEI)



Forecast Precipitation Actual Precipitation

Data courtesy of the National Centers for Environmental Information (NCEI)

November 2025
(Forecast Issued October 16, 2025)/(Actual)



Â Analogs exhibited above-average temperatures.  1981 had a 

significant windstorm (south winds) across the western 

zones. (Temperatures were well-above average statewide.  

There were stormy periods, especially along the coast and 

across the SW interior.  Strong SSE winds, gusting to 82 mph, 

were observed in the Siskiyou Mountains SW of  Ashland on the 

13th.)  A òforecast hit.ó  

Â Lower confidence in the precipitation forecast, with 1967 

being quite dry and the other analogs years having near or 

above-average rainfall.  (Rainfall was below average and less 

than predicted statewide...closest match was 1967.)  A òpartial 

forecast hit.ó 

November 2025
(Forecast Issued October 16, 2025)/(Actual)



December 2025
(Forecast Issued November 20, 2025)/(Actual)

Forecast Upper -Air Pattern Actual Upper -Air Pattern

Â Analogs had varied upper-air patterns. Their blend (left) centered upper-level ridging 

along the Pacific Coast.  The resultant pattern (right) had ridging centered over the 

Pacific NW with strong troughing in the Gulf of Alaska.  A òpartial forecast hit.ó



December 2025
(Forecast Issued November 20, 2025)/(Actual)

Forecast Upper -Air Anomalies Actual Upper -Air Anomalies

Â Both the analog forecast (left) and the òactualó December 2025 pattern (right) had 

anomalous ridging over Oregon, but anomaly centers and magnitudes differed.  A 
òpartial forecast hit.ó



Forecast Temperatures Actual Temperatures

Data courtesy of the National Centers for Environmental Information (NCEI)

December 2025
(Forecast Issued November 20, 2025)/(Actual)



Forecast Precipitation Actual Precipitation

Data courtesy of the National Centers for Environmental Information (NCEI)

December 2025
(Forecast Issued November 20, 2025)/(Actual)



Â Analogs had high variability.  1967 & 2017 were slightly 

cooler than normal.  1981 (the best analog for December) 

was much warmer than normal and quite wet.  A blend 

predicted slightly warmer-than-normal temperatures.  
(Temperatures were well-above normal.  The Willamette Valley, 

North -Central, and South-Central  Zones had their warmest 

respective Decembers on record.)  A òpartial forecast hit.ó

ÂEnhanced chances for òextremeó events.  (Two significant 

dumps of  cold air over the eastern Pacific Ocean generated and 

directed strong òAtmospheric Riveró events into Washington 

and Oregon, with locally heavy rain & flooding.  Mountain 

snowpacks suffered (see next slide).  A òforecast hit.ó

December 2025
(Forecast Issued November 20, 2025)/(Actual)





October ð December 2025
(Forecast Issued September 18, 2025)/(Actual)

Forecast Upper -Air Pattern Actual Upper -Air Pattern

Â The predicted upper-air pattern (left) had a mean ridge axis along the west coast of 

North America.  It was realized (right) over the Rockies. A òpartial forecast hit.ó



October ð December 2025
(Forecast Issued September 18, 2025)/(Actual)

Forecast Upper -Air Anomalies Actual Upper -Air Anomalies

Â Upper-air anomaly locations, predicted by a blend of the analogs (left), were generally 

close to those observed (right), but the magnitudes of the ridges over the Rockies and 

SW Alaska were stronger than the analogs suggested.  A òpartial forecast hit.ó



Forecast Temperatures Actual Temperatures

Data courtesy of the National Centers for Environmental Information (NCEI)

October ð December 2025
(Forecast Issued September 18, 2025)/(Actual)



Forecast Precipitation Actual Precipitation

Data courtesy of the National Centers for Environmental Information (NCEI)

October ð December 2025
(Forecast Issued September 18, 2025)/(Actual)




