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Mission of Poison Control Centers

“To promote the reduction of morbidity 
and mortality from poisonings” 
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American Association of Poison Control Centers

• First US PC:  Chicago 1953

• 53 poison centers in the US
• Serve 50 states
• District of Columbia
• Puerto Rico
• American Samoa
• Micronesia
• Guam
• U.S. Virgin Islands

• Oregon Poison Center 
• Established in 1978
• Oregon Legislature



Oregon

The Oregon Poison 
Center serves over 5 

million people in 
Oregon & Guam



Oregon Poison Center

      
      Oregon Health & Science University



Role of the
Oregon Poison Center

• To provide immediate treatment advice and management 
for poison emergencies

• To provide poison prevention information through 
outreach

• To educate healthcare professionals and students

• To provide Homeland Security toxicosurveillance 

• 24-hour service, 7 days a week



OPC Staff

 

 



Poison Center’s 
Triage Priorities:

1.  Acute exposure

2. Immediate assessment &  
      treatment 

3. Symptoms to expect

4. Healthcare referral, 
recommendations and 
follow-up as appropriate
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Over 43,500 Cases in 2024
Managed 40,300 Human Exposures



Confidential Patient Information

• All information given to 
the poison center is part 
of a confidential record

• Federal law, HIPAA, 
protects the patient’s 
privacy

• Our policy is available on 
request
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2023 Exposure Reasons
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2023
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2023:  
93% exposure calls are managed at home

• Saved over $23 million in health care costs.

• Every dollar invested in the PC system, saves $13.39 in 
medical costs.



Poison Centers part of Homeland Security team

Poison Centers provide toxicosurveillance information:  
• find hazardous products quickly
• follow substance abuse trends
• detect chem/bioterrorism incidents

Real-time Data



All Hazards Preparedness

We provide medical information on:   

• Biologic agents

• Radiologic agents

• Biologic toxins

• Chemical agents

• Hazardous materials

• Industrial chemicals
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1-800-222-1222

Poison Center National Number



Thank you

Questions?  Comments?

Website: www.oregonpoison.org
            Like us on Facebook

oison.org
Like us on Facebook

email: pizarroo@ohsu.edu
              phone: 503.494.2569
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