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WHO AM I? 



WHO IS MFA? 



WHO IS MFA? 



PUBLIC THOUGHT IS OFTEN DIFFERENT FROM THE 
SCIENTIFIC CONSENSUS ON AN ISSUE

TECHNICAL PROFESSIONALS RECEIVE MINIMAL TRAINING 
IN COMMUNICATING TO BROAD AUDIENCES

THE PUBLIC IS MORE LIKELY TO TRUST A NON-SCIENTIST 
THEY KNOW THAN A SCIENTIST THEY DON’T KNOW

BARRIERS TO EFFECTIVE SCIENCE 
COMMUNICATION

Kahan et al., 2011



GAP BETWEEN PUBLIC & SCIENTISTS

Pew Research Center, 2014



THE EFFECTS OF SCIENCE LITERACY 
ON RISK PERCEPTION  

Kahan et al, 2011



THE OVERKILL BACKFIRE EFFECT

Cook et al, 2011



ENGAGING WITH COMMUNITIES 



• Widespread 
• Variable toxicity 

• Pesticide regulation has changed over time in US
• Still varies widely around the world

PESTICIDES & COMMUNICATION 
CHALLENGES



• The dose makes the 
poison
• “Low risk” does 

not mean “Safe 
at any amount ”

• Organic does not 
mean “pesticide free”

PESTICIDES & COMMUNICATION 
CHALLENGES



• Seek training in communicating science to the public
• University courses & programs
• Training at local science museums

• Take advantage of opportunities to engage directly 
with your community
• Keep the message simple
• Be mindful of existing myths that contradict 

scientific consensus of the topic
• Tailor the message to the audience

RECOMMENDATIONS



QUESTIONS?
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