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1. Welcome + Equity Statement
a. The meeting officially opened to the public at 7:09 pm with YAC member Sarah E facilitating the meeting.

2. Agenda Overview
a. The following agenda items were presented for the meeting by Sarah E
· Welcome
· Member Community Building (Community building activities not open to the public.)
· ODE’s Equity Statement
· Icebreaker! 
· Community Agreements
· Meeting minutes share out/ approval
· Vote to approve
· Overview of the Executive Order
· Open Listening: Early Experiences (Small Group Breakouts)
· Emerging Themes & Close-Out

3. Meeting Minutes Approval (Oct 27)
a. The meeting minutes were approved unanimously.
b. Ayman T asked for clarification about when minutes wouldn’t be approved. Amy responded that minutes would not be approved if they needed to be changed more than just adjusting for spelling mistakes. 
4. Amy H welcomed ODE staff members to begin their presentation on the Executive Order on Personal Electronic Devices.
5. Alexa Pearson, Assistant Superintendent of ODE’s office of Teaching, Learning and Assessment introduced herself and noted that the Digital Learning Team is one aspect of this office’s work. 
a. The implementation of the EO lives within this office because it is connected to teaching and learning. The goal of this executive order is to improve learning outcomes by providing less distracted learning environments.
b. Alexa P introduced other staff members joining the call to support facilitation of the listening sessions, Sol Joye, Amit Kobrowski, Sasha Grenier.
6. An Overview of the Executive Order 25-09 on Personal Electronic Devices was given by Alexa P. She noted the importance of this input and mentioned the high likelihood of this topic returning to the legislature during upcoming sessions. 
a. A timeline for the YAC’s engagement outlined the objectives for each meeting.
i. November 2025: YAC members share initial feedback on the times before the executive order was issued and the early implementation of this policy during the beginning of the 2025-2026 school year. 
ii. February 2026: Survey questions will be reviewed and finalized as YAC members weigh in on the distribution process.
iii. April 2026: Yac members will have the opportunity to dive into early survey response data
iv. June 2026: YAC members will collaborate with ODE staff on using the insights from the survey response data to draft a summary brief to be shared with the Governor’s Office. 
b. Alexa P noted a change from the previous plan to include youth generated survey questions within the SEED survey. The new plan is to have a separate youth survey that will still have statewide distribution but no connection to the SEED survey.
c. Sol J shared key information about the specifics of the Executive Order and what this policy requires.
i. The EO calls for schools to identify how devices will be stored, guidance on responding to students violating the policy, prohibits disciplinary actions removing students from instruction time, requiring the policy be posted publicly on the district website, and the provisions for when devices can be used (namely related to medical order, IEP or 504 plan, or individual approved exemptions)
d. Sol J responded to questions that were shared during the previous meeting:
i. What will our feedback and participation with this EO inform moving forward?
1. Input will inform survey questions, survey data analysis, and writing up EO briefs for the Governor’s Office, identifying themes to improve implementation in Year 2.
ii. My school district does have disciplinary action like suspension for using phones during the school day, so would they need to change this policy based on the EO?
1. Students shouldn't be suspended or expelled just for breaking phone / PED policy rules. However, if a phone is used for bullying, harassment, or during a physical fight, the consequences could be more serious.
iii. Several members expressed concern about  PEDs and medical needs, glucose monitoring, etc. and schools not acknowledging legit exemption needs.
1. EO policy rollout is not going to be perfect in every situation. Students and their families may need to be proactive with exemptions; and all staff will need to be trained on policies.
7. After the overview and recap of member questions, YAC members took a 5 minute break. 
8. After the break, the YAC responded  to listening session questions. These questions were grouped based on members whose schools were in Full or Partial implementation of the policy.
a. Members whose schools were in FULL implementation responded to these questions:
i. Before the EO was implemented (last school year or before), how was cell phone usage treated at your school?
1. Frankie SH: Cell phone usage has never been encouraged. During my freshman year, phones were supposed to be in a pouch on the wall. Some teachers made us put the phones in the pouches on the wall for attendance purposes, and some didn’t seem to care either way. It seemed like phone usage was very teacher-dependent and not discouraged for the most part.
2. Anna H: My school district implemented a cell phone policy last year (August 2024) that hasn't changed since the Executive Order. Students were prohibited from using phones from the moment they entered school until the end of the school day. While the policy hasn't changed since 2024, my school has updated aspects of the policy, such as no headphone or airpod use unless with teacher permission and mirroring phones on laptops.
3. Kyra A: Phone usage was a pretty big problem, but there wasn't anything teachers could do about it. Because of the lack of authority teachers have, they weren't able to take phones or send it to the office, so the only thing they could do was lecture you about being on your phone. But teachers also used their phones for lessons, and many of my science teachers had us use our phones to record, english teachers had us use it for Kahoot etc. Phones were part of class time. 
4. Xavier J: It was a highly prevalent issue within the school community. Yet it was a duality, because while there were some students using it for rather unproductive purposes, there were students utilizing it for more efficient research and aid with their schoolwork. With this in mind, regulations fluctuated from teacher to teacher. Some simply encouraged it to be off and away, while others adopted a phone locker method into their own rooms. 
5. Boyden W: Most teachers were not allowing phones, but it really varied. I have a medical exemption, so I have access to my phone. We do still have access to laptops.
6. Katie R: Generally, the expectation was that phones needed to be off and away. We also have access to chromebooks. 
7. Julianne H: Phones must be kept away all day, but it was okay to have them on your person. Now we have to keep them in our backpacks or in lockers. We also have laptops. 
8. Ali CL: We could have our phones, and used the wall hanger pouches and assigned numbers in the classroom. Phones were allowed during passing persiods, and we would have to use phones to submit assignments. We also have chromebooks available. Most teachers are on their phones.
9. Hannah M: Very similar to what others have shared. It depends on the teacher and sometimes those teachers would even try to incorporate phones into school work. We have chromebooks. 
10. Lily L: Yondr pouches are used and there is a system for locking in and locking out phones. We have chromebooks in our classrooms. It felt like kids were engaged– there wasn’t a concern about cheating or about phones being in the pouches. It wasn’t a big deal and kids often forgot about it. 
11. Meg D. Last year we had “no phone” day at school, the “Phone Zone” was used for personal ipads etc and phones were allowed during the passing periods.
12. Tavia Z: We had bell to bell. But breaks did allow [phone usage}
13. Isabella F: [My classes are] all virtual so can’t see their students– can’t really implement 
14. Dakota J:[Teachers were] “pretty chill”  if it wasn’t out during class. Sometimes the phones were taken during class and put into cell hotels. [The rule] Hasn’t changed since implementation. 
15. Jill C: [We were] given breaks to use phones, no longer. 
16. Tessa BS: I’m homeschooled, so I’m not affected. My friends used phones during passing periods
    
ii. How has your school’s implementation of the device policy affected your daily experience—both in learning and socially?
1. Frankie SH: After the YONDR Pouches were implemented, cell phone usage, as expected, declined. The rules were incredibly strict, but most people at my school believed that the rules were meant to be broken, and it encouraged loopholes. Personally, I believe that cell phones aren’t necessary for learning and can be kept away, but the aspect of locking up the phone seems unnecessary to me. Socially, it is quite frustrating, as communication has been limited significantly, and plans are usually more limited. 
2. Anna H: Overall, there is a lot more conversation and interaction between students. More students are in the hallways during the break between classes and talking at lunch. In the 2023-24 school year (prior to our school district's phone policy), phone use was up to the discretion of teachers, so in some classes, many students were on their phones while in class, creating a distracting environment. After the phone policy was implemented, the classroom has been less distracting, and teachers are able to get more work done.
3. Kyra A: To be completely honest, I've never been affected by having/not having my phone. I have access to my MacBook which allows me to access all the apps I had previously. I'm less limited, but if I didn't have my Mac I would be in lots of trouble because I'd be unable to check my other emails or access non-school related things without my phone, which would make doing work for my internships, and other organizations very hard. It also makes it difficult to connect with my friends and figure out where we're all meeting, or take pictures of things I need to remember for class. 
4. Xavier J: In terms of learning, I don't believe myself to be any less distracted. Admittedly, I would use my phone in moments of downtime or in reflection, or even to do something during a lecture. Now that the phones are gone, I still find myself trying to engage with anything else if the curricula are not captivating for me regardless. Socially, I've noticed myself more open to conversations with other people, both related to schoolwork and not.
5. Hannah M: I’m not too perturbed by it, school is more social, more people are talking to each other. They seemed more nice, on task, and focused.
6. Ali CL: Previously there was more talking but it would be in a little [social] bubble. Now, people talk outside of their bubbles, there is better learning, more engagement, and more kids are paying attention. 
7. Boyden W: On the academic side, there is less of an open door for using AI, which was made a lot easier on phones. On the social side, I don’t notice much of a difference. Lunch is open, so kids are still leaning and getting on their phones, but my school is small so already we are very social. [This change] very inconvenient for college course taking, but it isn’t a huge deal. 
8. Stein A: I attend virtual school, so it can’t really be implemented. [Teachers] Haven’t really said anything about it.  
9. Jill C: The transition is awkward, forgetting to enforce the rules and not knowing which teachers care– some teachers do and don’t. Inconsistency between teachers. 
10. Liz C: Most of my friends go to a different school, so phones are helpful. It is harder to stay in contact with friends now. Lost touch with friends.  Travel to and from community college and coordinate travel.  In some classes, learning was harder because students are more disruptive than before because students have less to do. 
11. Tessa BS: Phones are necessary for my dyslexia.  I am homeschooled but I couldn't go to school without it.

iii. What’s working well about how your school is enforcing the policy, and what’s been confusing or frustrating?
1. Frankie SH: I think that the YONDR Pouches have made the learning environment better by limiting the distractions in the classrooms. It’s a strict and more enforced version of the wall pouches, which, for the most part, were ineffective. Something I find frustrating is that the school has started to feel like a negative environment because of phones. As you walk in the door, you must present proof of a locked phone, or you will be searched. Additionally, we have staff who go out of their way to try and catch people not following the rules. 
2. Anna H: Overall, my school is enforcing the policy consistently, but there is a lack of transparency about consequences of using phones. The punishments have only been stated verbally and not in writing, so the consequences are unclear. I believe they said that there was a 3 strike system, where on the first strike, phones would be taken to the office for students to retrieve at the end of the day. On the second strike, phones would be confiscated until parents picked up the phones, and on the third strike, students would face possible suspension. It is unclear if this system has been updated or if it is even accurate, since the information about it is unavailable. 
3. Kyra A: My school honestly doesn't enforce it. They do classroom sweeps, but it rarely evolves into anything. People aren't allowed to have phones, ipads, or external computers but most of my teachers understand why I need to have a Macbook, and don't say anything. One of my teachers actually warned the class LOL (it was AP Research and its very hard to do anything on the school computers because they block everything). 
4. Xavier J: I see relatively low phone usage across my classrooms. Yet, there will be a handful of students that find a way to use it. Sometimes this looks like using a hall pass to crowd up the bathroom and use your phone in there where it is far less likely to get confiscated. But this is problematic for those that actually need to utilize those facilities.
5. Boyden W: Bell to bell works well. Our english teacher has talked about phones being distracting even if they’re nearby. 
6. Lily L: It isn’t going well. Specifically, the YONDR pouches, enforcement not benefitting students, the  punishment policy, confiscating phones for parent pick up. Students are worried about their jobs and being emergency contacts [for family members], they are also getting better at hiding their phones or finding ways to get around the rules. Some students have safety concerns and are worried about the lack on contact. 
7. Meg D: As a whole, implementation is going really well, and teachers are focused on messaging of  “FAIR and SAFE,” “STUDENTS UNDERSTAND WHY and FIND VALUE IN THAT.”
8. Julianne H: Students understand what the policy is and why it is in place. Enforcement is harsh and ratchets up too harshly/ quickly. There are some concerns with student mental health and while we can use laptops, it is very limited unless teachers get them out for us. It is hard to communicate with teachers and counselors. 
9. Katie R: Generally students seem to appreciate the rule as it is much easier to follow a comprehensive policy instead of teacher enforcement being different [class by class].
10. Dakota J: More people are paying attention than previously.  
11. Isabella F: Haven’t been hearing anything from my school (virtual schools)
12. Liz C: School sent out a really long email.  It seemed like it was going to be very thoughtful and individualized. But in practice, they were reprimanded when using phones when they thought they could use it. They are in the”pathways” (early college) program and they had clear instructions that an “exempt” person to text mom or professor to coordinator, but the school has taken phone away/penalized me for using it at these designated times. 

iv. Have you or your peers experienced any changes in stress, focus, or mental health since the policy began?
1. Frankie SH: Something I have noticed after the policies were introduced is that certain people start to feel more stressed out without the option to safely reach out to someone. Not everyone needs to be on their phone, but for the people who do need them for some reason, there are mental health risks. Additionally, the phone policies unintentionally encourage people to break the rules to get to their phones, which lowers focus.
2. Anna H: Personally, I have not experienced any changes in stress, focus, or mental health, and I don't think many of my friends have noticed any changes either. Some students' phone screen time has decreased, and some have noted positive experiences like actually talking with their friends at lunch. In regards to study habits, I haven't seen any changes with my friends. I find that I may be slightly more focused, but I haven't noticed a significant change.
3. Kyra A: We're all mostly just annoyed. If the policy isn't being enforced theres no reason to have it.
4. Xavier J: I find myself not anymore focused and tuned in with what's going on in class than I was before. At the end of the day, if the material itself is not engaging, or it is a topic that is confusing or boring, it is something I will and something I see others steer away from some way some how
5. Meg D: Looking at my screen time amount- it has dropped a lot. Academically, it  has been super helpful. But the end of the day can be overwhelming because of an overload of messages, etc. and can cause some anxiety.
6. Lily L: [Students are more stressed] They're walking through metal detectors, having to lock up phones, etc. It feels like they're going through TSA security.
7. Hannah M: We have a big music culture at school. Previously, students could connect to speakers for the whole class to listen to, etc. Personally, I  feel uncertain without it [my phone]
In regards to medical exemptions, most students know about hearing aids, etc. so it is not really much of an issue at all.
8. Boyden W: I’m less stressed and don’t feel the anxiety of the expectation that you have to answer texts, messages, etc. I go to a small school, so the students know about my medical exemption… so not a problem, no anxiety around it [using my phone when others can’t]
9. Tavia Z: Not exactly sure how it’s going to go– a little nervous about it. Where are we going to go for lunch, what are we going to do? Maybe leave school to be on our phones.
10. Stein A: Phones can be both distracting and helpful (helpful to plan, communicate). 
11. Tessa BS: Scared about safety or emergency with no phones. More nervous before going to school.
12. Liz C: MS had a bomb threat and had no communication.
a. Stein A: Agree re: safety and emergencies causes stress with no phones.


v. Do you feel the policy is being applied fairly to all students? Why or why not?
1. Frankie SH: I do not believe that this policy is being fairly applied, as certain students in my leadership class have access to their phones, just because they are the president, vice president, or the leader of the lieutenants. This allows them to do whatever they want based on their status, whereas if a student needs to contact a parent, they are not allowed to use their phone for it.
2. Anna H: Yes, I think the policy is being applied fairly to all students. Teachers and staff have all been strict about the policy, so they will confiscate phones on sight. On occasion, teachers will need to briefly use phones in class for certain work, but students will usually put away their phones quickly once they are done. 
3. Kyra A: I don't. Teachers and the hall monitors have favorites, and as being one of them I can say I've definitely received a lot of leniency from them. Having a reputation as a "good" student carries, and it saves me a lot from getting in trouble, but even though it benefits me it is still highly unfair to others. 
4. Xavier J: I would say so. I don't see many prejudices with the phone policy. Although there needs to be more focus on surveilling areas where people are going out of their way to congregate to use their phones, causing other sets of problems. 
5. Tavia Z: Worry about some students (football player) being allowed on the phone while not others.
6. Dakota J: Students in International school may have less access to phones. 
7. Isabella F: Online schools and implementation. The only way would be with parent involvement. Not all students (not online students). 
8. Stein A: Solution would be to have virtual students and parent/guardians and students. Worried about students with disabilities who may experience stress. Even with a phone, they would have to explain themselves or feel stress about having to. 
9. Jill C: “way to get around” with having two phones. When determined, they can get around it. Rule followers are targeted/impacted because others can get around it.
10. Isabella F: Some sort of lock on the phone that could be used only in an emergency. 
11. Liz C:  Unfair implementation for kids. School staff constantly use their phones during class. 



vi. What are students saying about the policy?
1. Frankie SH: The students at my school have about a 50/50 split between two perspectives. The first perspective is fear-based on the fact that if they were to break the rules and get caught, they would get a permanent ding on their transcript and their parents would be notified. The second perspective is the group that will do anything but follow the rules. The second group finds ways to get around the YONDR rules and then uses their phone more than before the policies were implemented, just because it gives them a sense of risk-taking, or they just don’t care.
2. Anna H: Since our school's cell phone policy was implemented in 2024, students have not been saying a lot about the policy. At the beginning of the 2024-25 school year, a lot of students (including myself) were upset about the phone policy, since they felt that the school district was being too strict. There was also some confusion, such as how I did not know that phones could not be used if students were in the school building before school started. However, this opposition to the phone policy died down within about a few months as students started getting used to it. This (2025-26) school year, students have been finding the policy a normal part of their school life, and students have not been saying much about the policy.
3. Kyra A: We ALL dislike the policy. None of us listen to it, and our Yonder pouches have either old phones or calculators in it. Its our senior year, and we want to be able to take pictures and cherish the year, but its really hard to do so with phones. 
4. Xavier J: I have heard both good and bad things. Some good things are that it promotes better social activity amongst peers, friends, teachers. Though a large problem that has come of this is the prohibition of using any personal devices such as a laptop. It is true we are given school issued devices, but on the same note, they are not always reliable and efficient. Especially when you have several things to do.
5. Liz C: All the kids at my school hate it. Exclusionary practices (detention for students whose phone fell out of their locker). It’s hard to coordinate travel etc.
6. Tavia Z: Same: dislike and ways to get around it. Discussing ways to leave school to use it. Kids will still find a way. And they are the ones who are already not focused.
7. Jill C: Disliked, not seeing benefits. [Phones are] Not the thing that has caused the issues with focus.
8. Tessa BS: Everyone hates it and wants to leave school. Causing people to miss rides, work, meetings. “The school in my neighborhood has metal sheets that block cell signals.” 
9. Stein A:  When I attended public school, I had partial, didn’t seem bothered by it. Overall students did find it helpful. 
10. Tavia Z: Bell to bell – no phones during passing. The whole day is too long to be away from my phone.

b. Members whose schools were in PARTIAL implementation responded to these questions:
i. Before the EO was implemented (last school year or before), how was cell phone usage treated at your school?
1. Miri K: We were "not supposed to have our phones in class". However, that primarily differed from teacher to teacher. However, we were able to use our phones during passing period and on campus at lunch. 
2. Ryne W: Cell phone usage is prohibited during classtime. Students may use it during passing periods and lunchtime. Otherwise, if you are caught with it during classtime, you get a digital violation, and teachers will begin with warnings and increase in punishment severity (referrals to administration) until ultimately you will not be allowed to have your phone on campus. The only real difference between our school's policy (which came before the EO) is that the EO says we may not use our phones from the start until the end of the day, overriding passing period and lunchtime, and we also do not force students to store their phones. 
3. Marley P: We were allowed to have it, but it was teacher to teach by teacher.
a. Lynn A: I can back that up. Teacher would be like “your phone is out” Teachers would ask you to take them out for an assignment.
4. Sarah E:  Last year had strict protocols, we could play music. Had to take them to the office. Sometimes teachers. New school 
5. Rachel L: We haven’t had much of a change Caddies that’s assigned to you. We were never allowed to use our phone. I don’t think there has been much of a different
6. Marlow M: cell phone boxes. Some teachers would let us use them 
7. Kari B: cell phone policy last year was really lienent. Some would let you scroll all day. This is a huge change. It was a huge changes
8. Aiden Z: 2 different high schools. State monitored OYA. No cell phones. Checked at the door. In Beaverton it was rocky. Not allowed, but people would sneak it. Oregon City case by case scenario.
9. Nicole AC: Not really enforced until this year. 
10. Patrick H: Most teachers did not want to take it. If they did take it, the 2nd time to the office, the  3rd time, parent. 
11. Ayman T: Some teachers would take it, but not consistently enforced. No reminders no signs. More aware this year than last year. 
12. Sabina C: ”No Cell Bell to Bell”. Not enforced by everyone. Some teachers would try but students would take it out again.
13. Richa P: Could have it but not on desk but now you can’t have one at all. Much more strict this year than last year. 
14. Kaidence G: Bell to Bell. Teachers with pockets on the door for storage. Not all students would comply. 
15. Liliana R: On paper last year, but there was a lot of variation. No one really cared. This year much more consistent enforcement. Parents after the 3rd time. 
16. Nicole AC: Last year, no enforcement. Chromebooks only. No mirroring. 
17. Sabina C: Yonder pouch does not allow connection. 
18. Patrick H: PC is ok, but minimal mirroring. 
19. Ayman T: Disabled mirroring. Music listening might have more leeway. If it is not obvious, it usually is not an issue. 
20. Kaidence G: If it is visual, even in a backpack, staff will remove it. Pretty strict on no policy, even outside in the parking lot or outside on canvas.  YONDR pouches are expensive and may not work. Burner phones. 


ii. How has your school’s implementation of the device policy affected your daily experience—both in learning and socially?
1. Miri K: It hasn't really effected my experience. These rules have been really loosely enforced and most people do not adhere to them. 
2. Ryne W: It has definitely helped me and my peers a lot in both staying focused and working with each other during classtime. Most students are fine with it, and consider it to be a reasonable policy.
3. Sarah E: [The biggest impact is ] it has limited learning. Dual credit is really big. To be able to log into the college account.  Need our phones for that. You have to be able to do this, do it and make sure someone sees. 
4. Aiden Z: hasn’t changed it -- having such a strict environment. Don’t use my phone much. College classes. Other kids it has some impact. My friends have terrible grades because they are districted by their phone.
5. Rachel L:  consistency across my classes. A lot of my teachers didn’t enforce it. This year I’ve noticed the majority of my teachers are more strict to the new policy.  This is more of a change– My school is transitioning. For me it’s been okay. You get called out. Somewhat affected others
6. Lynn A: The expectation is that it’s in your locker. The hardest part is remembering to put it in my locker. I forgot about it. I definitely keep forgetting to put in my locker
7. Marley P: still have a teacher who has us using our phone where you track reading pages. It’s kind of hard on the teachers.
8. Aiden Z:  My freshman year was garbage. GPA .8– I spent the majority of my time skipping my classes and on my phone. Ended now with a 3.4 grade point average
9. Nicole AC: Really positive impact from me and my peers. We don’t like it, but we recognize that things are better in class, understand the teacher more easily, pay attention more, and picture that bullying was a problem that has gone away. Scrolling through TikTok has ended. Helped academically for sure. Socially, it feels about the same as far as conversation happening between students. 
10. Patrick H: Academic is 100% better. More student engagement by more students. Student social media and leadership- Harder to get candid videos for spirit activities. 
11. Ayman T: MacBook usage: the big change is that you need to wait to pull it out and use it until the teacher gives instructions. It is harder to use devices for studying in school. More difficult to manage my personal calendar without access to my phone throughout the day. Parent pickup and work schedule. 
12. Richa P: Apple ID and go on Insta or Snap on MacBook. Just signing in to Apple.
13. Sabina C: The school used to block sites unless there was the use of a VPN
14. Patrick H: There is a blocker on wifi but it also blocks websites for school. There was some leeway for leadership kids, but has become more strict. Hallway use is really strictly enforced. 
15. Kaidence G: Leadership Class- Since Amazon is blocked, filming has to be done after school. Even Google is tough. Canvas is the only thing. 

iii. What’s working well about how your school is enforcing the policy, and what’s been confusing or frustrating?
1. Miri K: I don't think anything is working well. There is inconsistent following of the rules on both students and teacher’s part. They basically say they will be really strict about it but they do not follow through on that.
2. Ryne W: The school has made it very clear that no phones are to be used during classtime. And the disciplinary process is clearly outlined, starting with warnings and building up in severity the more times you break the rules. There has been no real miscommunication problem within our school.
3. Kaidence G: In school detention- All day is not productive. It is supposed to be the last level. 4th time [breaking the policy] in school. 
4. Ayman T: [The school]  mentioned at the first class meeting, in the hallways on signs, [but there was] no discussion about exceptions, no mention of the range of consequences.
5. Richa P: Don’t recall any communication to parents. The policy is not even clear to students.
6. Nicole AC: There was awareness because of the EO, but not everyone understood it. Teachers did review and update the policy. The district newsletter includes the phone ban rule.
7. Kaidence G: Communicated really well. Students did want to push back. Local district board meetings have included student pushback and questioning, along with other issues (dress code, etc.) . 
8. Patrick H: Communication was strong to parents and all teachers were telling students. But it was not always clear. PC use is still not clear. Parking lots? 
9. Ayman T: No clarity for when enforcement starts (during or after 0 period). 

iv. How might limiting cell phones affect student stress, focus, or mental health after implementation of this policy?
1. Miri K: I think that limiting cell phones during class is good for focus. However, I do not think that the passing period/lunch time makes sense.
2. Ryne W: I believe that if a school was to fully implement the EO, students who need cell phone accommodations would be able to receive them, but the general student body who doesn't would feel that they are having their liberties infringed on. I feel that the order would backfire if it were to be fully implemented and create more student resentment if even during lunchtime students would not be able to be on their personal electronics, and thereby cause more disciplinary issues. I have seen no issues with my school's current policy, but many students who I have spoken to raise that objection over the EO. 
3. Aiden Z:  In OYA - Had no choice. It's hard for teens to adapt to it [not having your phone]. Once that’s gone, it can lead to depression and anxiety. Attachment to an object.  Once it’s gone. Where did it go? [Eventually] It will be beneficial.
4. Lynn A:  Kind of hard to put yourself in the place of a teenager. A lot of people rely on people that don’t go to school to get through the day. It would “save” me from that feeling of loneliness.
5. Sarah E: kids have created dependence [on their phones]. Worsened mental health because they can’t get it.
6. Kari B: I communicate with my parents. Parents are my safe space. I can’t do that now.
7. Aiden Z: I do feel it can help reduce cyber bullying. 
8. Sarah E: I have not seen a lot of change.Partially because we can have our phone between classes. Small school. Not seen a large increase. 
9. Rachel L: The number one thing we are all concerned about - we feel like our safety is not being regarded. We want to be able to contact our parents if something goes wrong at school. 2025 in this country, we want to feel safe at school. Impacts well being. Concern for safety. 
10. Marlow M: Tsunami drill, a lot of students had to use my phone.
11. Kari B: [We’ve had] bomb threats. Lockdown raises a huge amount of anxiety. Facebook thread and they will tell people they are in lockdown. We are safe right now. Not being able to have that [the phone] raises stress levels 
12. Nicole AC: Too early to tell. Maybe younger kids will see a more significant change. Seniors are already addicted. Foresee a positive impact for younger kids. Although we are more productive. 

v. What concerns do you have about the policy being applied fairly to all students? Why or why not?
1. Miri K: I don't think it is being fairly applied because honestly it depends on the teacher's mood rather than being fully enforced. 
2. Ryne W: I don't think I have any concerns for fairness. Generally speaking, teachers abide by the rules and policies of the school. Teachers who effectively teach don't have to worry about students being on their phones in the first place. And even if a student has their phone out, if that student does their work and isn't disruptive, some teachers are more likely to turn a blind eye to it. That's about as much discrepancy in enforcement that I recognize.
3. Sarah E: Fairly throughout the schools. Applied fairly in terms of needs. Across different schools will be applied differently. 
4. Kari B: Our students haven’t been informed [about the policy]. 
5. Lynn A: Bias and discrimination everywhere –[Based on perceptions or prior issues] That kid has a history… [adults should try ] not making judgements. Don’t make assumptions. 
6. Aiden Z: I feel like there’s always a lot of bias when it comes to individuals. Sports, band kids, groups of kids, avoiding classwork. Feeling seen. They [teachers / administrators] can’t always address that at the moment. During my freshman year,  “He’s being quiet, that means that he’s always on his phone.” 

vi. What are students saying about the policy?
1. Miri K: Basically just that it's dumb and does not make sense or make anything better.
2. Ryne W: I have spoken with students about the policy, and they believe that it is simply too much. Our current policy is not controversial. But regarding the EO, some voice concerns about emergency contact, such as in the event of a school shooting. Others simply use their phones for extracurricular and work communication, and some simply believe that it is their right to use their personal electronics if they maintain a good disciplinary record and academic honesty within the school as part of a social contract. There is also the belief that phones are not the sole cause of social dysfunction and academic decline among students today, and that there are bigger issues at hand that cannot be resolved by one single policy.
3. Kari B: [Students] Complain about it. Magnetic phone pouches [don’t work]. Students can always find their way around the policy.
4. Sarah E: We have kids who think it’s the end of the world. They feel like it’s a punishment. We are being punished for something we didn’t even do.
5. Rachel L: We are having to live under this policy that we didn’t have a say in it.
6. Marley P: A lot of our students are indifferent. A lot of students are educated on the fact that it was going to happen. We’ve researched it.
a. Lynn A: Our English teacher made us do a research project.
7. Aiden Z: [Between the two districts]Oregon City and Gladstone -- they don’t believe there is going to change. It’s hard to see there is going to be a change. Being grounded as a kid, at the end of the day you find other things to do. 
8. Sarah E: We have it [phones] banned it during lunch, but people just take their phone outside


9. After the listening sessions, Sarah E brought members back together to ask about their experience in the listening sessions, specifically what should be discussed during the next meeting. 
a. Aiden Z: A crucial question about this order is about the impact that this may have on the mental health of youth. We also talked about safety and the barriers that come into play with this topic. I want to hear from others about this connection [to mental health impacts].
b. Patrick H:  Our group also discussed the impact of the order on the mental health of students. Nicole mentioned that we may see more of an impact on students coming into high school rather than the high school students that have already been used to having contact with their phone in school. The biggest piece is that we may not be able to tell with this age group, but it will be really interesting to see how this policy impacts incoming grades.
c. Sabina C: I agree, we probably won’t see much of a difference [in the juniors or seniors] until we have groups of students who have gone through high school with all four years of this policy implemented. I also think that this policy could improve attention spans in the long term. 
d. Boyden W: I agree. My mental health has improved as I feel less obligated to pay attention to my phone. I’d also like to mention the medical exemption point I made earlier– it is crucial that everyone understands that these are followed and that youth with specific medical needs have what they need to immediately respond to medical incidents.
i. Patrick H: I want to agree and add on to what Boyden shared. I’ve noticed my mental health has improved as well. Classroom discussions are also better and more rich because more youth are pitching in. 
ii. Hannah M: At my school, students are less likely to want to be in school because of the cell phone policy. My school is small and gossip tends to spread, and I’ve noticed that it seems to be happening more now that students aren’t able to be on their phones
e. Ayman T: We discussed the need for additional clarity about this policy. It seemed really abrupt and there wasn’t a lot of information about what the change would look like and how it would be implemented- especially for enforcement when students violate the rule. You [administrators or school leaders] need to repeat yourself when you give teenagers rules, and the posters around the school don’t have information beyond the basics. We haven’t heard anything about exemptions. All students seem the same, maybe a little more annoyed that we can’t listen to music or use our phones for projects. It seems like a bigger issue for teachers to grant permission for students to use technology in the classroom. 
i. Kari B: I agree with Ayman. This is the first time that we’re hearing about medical exemptions to this ban. This isn’t something that our schools are talking to us about at all. 
f. Liz C: We have had a hard time with clarity and consistency with information at our school. Pathways students, students who are taking community college classes or working outside of the school (welding or at the hospital) are supposed to be exempt when coordinating rides or accessing college class accounts. I’ve had my phone taken four times and I wasn’t even in the school building, this happened in the parking lot.
i. Aiden Z: This reminds me of the conversation we had in my group about discrimination and this reminds me that certain students will try to work around by going outside to use their phones. I would recommend following up to report this with the school because it seems like you were facing some of this discrimination. These processes for excusing certain students need to be written out as clearly as possible. Maybe something to mark students like a sticker or something.
ii. Patrick H: I agree- these policies need to be clear, and I think it could be something that the state encourages districts to take on.
g. Hannah M: Students at my school seem to be pretty clear, and at the beginning of the school year teachers were repeating the rules over and over to make sure we knew them so  we didn't have a problem. My school is smaller. 
h. Sarah E: How is the state going to enforce this rule on districts, and what happens if districts aren’t following the rules, would they be reprimanded?
i. Alexa P: The state is going through the requirements of the policy, first checking to see if the policy is posted on district websites which was due by October 31st. We check to see if what they’ve posted is aligned, for example the storage of phones is supposed to be for the whole day and the policy needs to include that specific information. I’ve definitely heard your comments about the need for consistency.
ii. Aiden Z: I do think that a big part of the exemption issue may be connected with the differences that exist between districts and I think these differences might be a reason for where we are now. Adding something [in the policy criteria] about how schools or districts will identify youth needing exemptions could help. 
10. Amy H closed out the meeting, thanking members for their awesome discussion both during the meeting and in the chat. She reminded members of the housekeeping items related to members compensation. 
a. Another announcement was made about a proposal submitted from Higher Education Coordinating Commission and ODE to provide feedback on a draft of the statewide vision for college credit in high school. 
11. The meeting was adjourned at 8:31 pm


