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NEWS RELEASE
 

November 1, 2016
Media Contact: Tricia Yates, tricia.yates@state.or.us 
Oregon Teachers Honored with Prestigious Mathematics and Science Award 
Presidential Award for Excellence in Mathematics and Science Teaching 
(Salem, Ore.) – Deputy Superintendent Salam Noor is proud to announce Oregon’s awardees of the Presidential Award for Excellence in Mathematics and Science Teaching (PAEMST), the highest honor bestowed by the United States government for educators teaching K-12 Mathematics and Science:
· Katharine Dean, Centennial High School, Gresham,  Secondary Science
Brian Hanna, Newport High School, Newport, Secondary Mathematics

· Sarah Luvaas, Redland Elementary, Oregon City, Elementary Mathematics
· Maureen Murphy-Foelkl, Straub Environmental Center, Salem, Elementary Science
Administered by the National Science Foundation, this award celebrates educators who develop and implement a high-quality instructional program that enhances student learning and is informed by content knowledge.  Anyone can nominate a mathematics or science teacher to apply for this award.  Upon submission, all applications are reviewed at the state level, where up to 5 finalists from each discipline (mathematics or science) are submitted to the national selection panel for final review and recommendation.
“Oregon is fortunate to have such exceptional teachers leading the way in mathematics and science,” said Deputy Superintendent Salam Noor. “These fields are essential to Oregon’s continued advancement in the 21st century. It is imperative that our students are equipped with the critical thinking, problem solving, and innovative skills taught in these subjects to be successful and competitive in their next steps after high school.” 

Oregon’s PAEMST awardees will receive a certificate signed by the President of the United States; a paid trip for two to Washington, D.C. to attend a series of recognition events and professional development opportunities; and a $10,000 cash award from the National Science Foundation. Awardees will also be recognized at an upcoming State Board meeting and serve as voices of expertise in their respective fields. 
Online nominations for next year’s award will be available soon on the PAEMST website. 
# # #
