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Oregon SAT Scores Continue to Exceed National Average
Scores, participation rates remain steady 
(Salem, Ore.) – Oregon students taking the SAT exam on average had scores at or slightly below last year, but still outperformed their peers around the country, according to results released today by College Board, which administers the test. In the critical reading portion of the test, scores remained the same as last year; 520 on a scale of 200 to 800. The math and writing scores, 515 and 495 respectively – were each three points lower than last year. Still, Oregon students scored between 12 and 31 points higher than the national average in each section.

“It is good to see Oregon students performing above the national average, but there is always room for improvement,” said Deputy Superintendent of Public Instruction Salam Noor. “From an equity perspective, we would like to see higher participation by some of our historically underserved student populations.” Only about 12 percent of Oregon students taking the SAT are Hispanic, while they comprise 22 percent of Oregon’s public school population.
“High-quality instruction in the classroom, rigorous standards and support at every step along the way build strong, college-going cultures so that all of our students see college as an attainable goal,” said Noor. “Ensuring that a more diverse student population takes the SAT is an important step to reaching our goal of college and career readiness for every student.”
The SAT was redesigned last year to align with Common Core State Standards and to be more relevant for college admissions. This new version was administered for the first time last spring. Most students took the older test, but the scores of those that took the new SAT were translated to the old version when compiled into state data to allow comparisons to the previous year.
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