STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION – TOPIC SUMMARY

Topic: Butte Falls Waiver Request
Date: April 10, 2014
Staff/Office: Emily Nazarov, Board Staff
Action Requested:  FORMCHECKBOX 
 Informational Only    FORMCHECKBOX 
Adoption Later   FORMCHECKBOX 
 Adoption   FORMCHECKBOX 
 Adoption/Consent Agenda
ISSUE BEFORE THE BOARD: 
Whether the State Board of Education should grant a waiver of the Division 22 standard governing maximum instructional time for 8th grade students for Butte Falls School District.
BACKGROUND: 
Districts must comply with the regulations set forth in OAR Chapter 581, Division 22 (“Division 22 standards”).  Districts are required to report their compliance with Division 22 standards to the community and submit assurances of their compliance to the Department. Assurances for the 2013-14 school year are due April 15, 2014.  
Districts may apply for a waiver from the Division 22 standards under OAR 581-022-1920.  Under that rule, if the Deputy Superintendent determines that the request conforms with the intent of the standards, the Deputy Superintendent shall recommend the waiver to the State Board for approval.  The State Board of Education may grant a waiver for up to one year.    

OAR 581-022-1620 governs required instructional time.  The rule establishes minimum instructional hours per year and maximum instructional hours per day.  OAR 581-022-1620 (3) provides that no student shall be required to exceed the following  number of instructional hours per day: 

(a) Grades 9-12 – 7 hours; 
(b) Grades 4-8 – 6.5 hours;
(c) Grades K-3 – 6 hours.  
Butte Falls School District has submitted a request for a waiver  from the instructional hours per day maximum for the District’s 8th grade students.  
Butte Falls is a small district with a total student population of about 145 students in K-12.  The district had previously divided students between two building, with K-8 in the elementary building and 9-12 in the secondary building.  This year, the district moved the 8th grade students to the secondary building.  This move was made for several reasons outlined in the schools request for a waiver (attached).  With respect to instructional time, the end result is that the 8th grade students are receiving 10 minutes more of instructional time per day than is currently allowed by OAR 581-022-1620(3)(b). 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION: 
The Deputy Superintendent and ODE staff recommend approval of the Butte Falls School District waiver request until April 10, 2015.
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