STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION – TOPIC SUMMARY

Topic: Implementation of the Common Core State Standards

Date:  August 14, 2013
Staff/Office: Doug Kosty (OAIS), Sarah Drinkwater (SLP), Jim Carlile (EII)
            Cheryl Kleckner (EII), and Mickey Garrison (OAIS)
Action Requested:  FORMCHECKBOX 
 Informational Only    FORMCHECKBOX 
 Adoption Later    FORMCHECKBOX 
  Adoption    FORMCHECKBOX 
 Adoption/Consent Agenda
ISSUE BEFORE THE BOARD: 

Update on implementation of the newly adopted Common Core State Standards (CCSS) in mathematics and English language arts (ELA). 
BACKGROUND: 

The State Board of Education adopted Common Core State Standards in mathematics and English language arts on October 28, 2010.  At the May 2012 Board meeting, Department staff provided an update on implementation efforts through interaction with statewide partners, developing resources, and presenting at regional and statewide conferences focused on the CCSS.  A CCSS Steering Committee co-led by Cheryl Kleckner and Mickey Garrison is facilitating the implementation, guiding efforts at the policy level and serving as the main points of contact between ODE and the field. 

Support and Resources Development

Communications: ODE staff continues to provide ongoing communication about CCSS in all ODE communication venues.  In addition to the Superintendent’s Update, CCSS information is provided in the monthly EII and the Assessment Updates, and the Office of Student Learning and Partnerships (OSLP) includes this information in their communication venues.  Monthly updates from all of these sources are collated and provided in quarterly CCSS Updates posted on the CCSS website.
CCSS Strategic Implementation Plan: Goal 3. Schools & Districts: Increase performance for all schools and districts in order to create systems of excellence across the state. This goal is taken from ODE’s strategic plan and will be used to provide updates to State Board. Continued progress toward this goal was made as evidenced by: 1) All the districts in Southern Oregon and on the South Coast now having CCSS Implementation partners. Increased district partnerships will occur following meetings that are scheduled in August and September. 2) A week-long event was held in Eastern Oregon drawing over 300 teachers and administrators. Sessions on CCSS implementation and Educator Effectiveness were featured and very well received. Nearly 500 administrators and teachers attended the Summer Assessment Institute in Eugene. Both events focused on instruction of the CCSS. Teachers practiced instructional strategies while administrators rehearsed feedback techniques.  
Statewide Out-Reach:  

CCSS Toolkit Resources: CCSS District Implementation Tool
Guidance for districts on implementation of the Common Core is now available! Through a collaborative effort between Education Northwest, the Oregon Department of Education, and the CCSS Stewardship Team, a rubric has been developed to help districts determine where they are on the implementation continuum for Common Core State Standards. 

 

The rubric contains 10 anchor statements that describe necessary actions to support teachers in implementation. The rubric has three levels, Awareness, Transition to Implementation, and Full Implementation, under which indicators describe district progress toward these actions.

 

This rubric is provided as an interim tool as ODE begins designing a more comprehensive resource organized around the Five Key Areas of Effectiveness for School Improvement. The anchor statements and indicators in the rubric will be folded into the new resource, allowing districts to examine their structures and practices in multiple areas. 
The CCSS Implementation Checklist, which will allow district staff to evaluate their current level of implementation and more easily locate resources from ODE’s CCSS Toolkit, and that will guide them to deeper implementation is near completion. The checklist will be distributed to districts in August. All of the toolkits can be accessed by visiting www.ode.state.or.us/go/ccsstoolkit. 

Regional and Statewide Meetings, Workshops, and Conferences: 
The Summer Assessment Institute drew nearly 500 educators from all corners of the state, which featured a full slate of speakers and workshops, a chance to make connections with other Oregon educators, and plenty of team time to plan for the next school year. Held Aug. 1-2 at the Eugene Hilton, this year’s theme was “Getting to 40/40/20: How to Make it All Add Up.” Keynote speakers for the event included Shelbi Cole, who spoke on Smarter Balanced, Mary Ehrenworth on ELA and the Common Core, and Tim Kanold, on implementing PLC’s and formative assessment.

The CCSS-Educator Effectiveness Stewardship Team meeting was held on July 31. To help the field better see the connections between initiatives, members from the Educator Effectiveness Team joined the CCSS Stewardship Team. Training was provided on “ Moving Beyond Aspiration: Leading Systemic Change to Implement CCSS ELA & Literacy K-12. The session focus was on strategies for systemic implementation of the ELA and Literacy Common Core Standards, K-12. Stewardship Team members will disseminate this information in their districts and regions. Also the CCSS Implementation Checklist was released at this meeting. The Stewardship Team meets next in October.       
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