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PROPOSED/AMENDED RULE SUMMARY: 

The proposed temporary rules implement the provisions of House Bill 3232 relating to Early Reading Opportunities Grants.
BACKGROUND: 
HB 3232 directs the Oregon Education Investment Board (OEIB) to design, implement and report on programs that make strategic investments in three areas: 

Oregon Early Reading Program 

Guidance and Support for Post-Secondary Aspirations Program 

Connecting to the World of Work Program 

The OEIB is charged with developing timelines, performance measures and other requirements related to the accumulation and evaluation of data collected in relation to the programs. The State Board of Education is directed to adopt rules necessary for the Department of Education to administer the programs within the strategic investments. The rules must be consistent with the actions taken by the OEIB.

The purposes of the Oregon Early Reading  Program is to:

(a) Improve the readiness of children preparing to enter into kindergarten; and

(b) Improve the reading proficiency  of  students  by  the  time  the  students  complete  the

third grade.

To accomplish the purposes of the Oregon Early Reading Program, moneys shall be

distributed for strategic investments that advance at least one of the following missions:

(a) Encouraging early reading and involving parents, child care providers and the  com-

munity in ensuring that children have an early start at reading.

(b) Expanding the amount of time spent reading, adult support, the availability of reading

materials, cultural relevance and the level of enjoyment that literacy brings.

(c) Providing differentiated instruction to assist students with reading in early grades.

Under the Oregon Early Reading Program a strategic investment of $4 million was designated by the Legislature and the Department of Education for the purpose of:
 Extending or expanding reading opportunities in public schools that meet criteria

established by the board by providing adult support, programs offered during nonschool

hours or increased access to technology.
To assist schools in moving forward with their improvement efforts an Early Reading Opportunities Grant will be made available to Focus and Priority schools that serve students in any grade from kindergarten through grade 8.  These schools have been identified as the lowest achieving schools in the state most with significant achievement gaps.  These schools have already been involved in a yearlong process to assess their programs and develop a Comprehensive Achievement Plan (CAP) that is geared specifically to closing the achievement gap and raising student achievement.

The grant program will award up to $40,000 per year to those schools that have identified methods within their CAP to use extend or expand reading opportunities by 

(a) Providing adult support;

(b) Offering programs during non-school hours; or

(c) Increasing access to technology.

Schools that receive funds in the 2013-14 fiscal years will also receive funding in the 2014-15 school year. Funding in the second year will be determined based on availablility of funds and the number of schools that qualify for the grant.

The rules are being adopted as temporary rules so that the grant funds can be distributed to schools at the beginning of the school year. Permanent rules will come before the board in later months.

CHANGED SINCE LAST BOARD MEETING? 
 FORMCHECKBOX 
  N/A; first read—hasn’t been before board
 FORMCHECKBOX 
  No; same as last month
 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Yes – As follows:

Fiscal Impact: 
There may be some minimal administrative costs to school district with a school that receives a grant. However, these districts receive other funds for these schools which is designated for administration.

There will also be some cost to the Department of Education to administer the grant program. However, the legislature designated new positions and funding to cover these costs and other costs associated with administered HB 3232.
STAFF RECOMMENDATION: 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Adopt administrative rule at this meeting 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Adopt next month administrative rule at next meeting

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 No recommendation at this time (rarely used) 

Updated by CH on 8/9/13

Temporary rules

DIVISION 17

STRATEGIC INVESTMENTS 

Early Reading Program Strategic Investment

(Expanded Reading Opportunities Grant)

581-017-0100 Definitions

The following definitions apply to 581-017-0100 to 581-017-0115:

(1) “CAP (Comprehensive Achievement Plan)” means the plan for program improvement that all Focus and Priority Schools are required to develop and implement. It describes the school’s goals, tasks necessary to achieve those goals, and who is responsible for completion of each activity with anticipated due dates. The CAP is the vehicle for communication between the school and the Oregon Department of Education outlining the actions a school takes to implement interventions prescribed by the School Appraisal Team. The CAP, developed collaboratively by the district, school, and a team of educators and community members, commits the school to evidence-based interventions and fixed improvement goals.

(2) “Focus Schools” are those ranked in the fifth to the fifteenth percentile in overall rating and are:

(a) Within-School Gap: Title I schools with the largest within school achievement or graduation gaps, or

(b) With Low Achieving Subgroup: Title I schools with a subgroup or subgroups with low achievement in reading and mathematics, combined, or a subgroup with low graduation, or

(c) With Low Graduation Rate: Title I high schools with graduation rates under 60 percent that were not already identified as Priority Schools.

(3)  “Focus and Priority Schools” means schools that were identified using the Department of Education’s overall rating system that analyzed 2011-2012 student achievement data and graduation rates. 

(4) “Priority Schools” are those schools satisfying at least one of the following:

(a) School Improvement Grant (SIG): A Tier I or Tier II school receiving funding under the SIG program.
(b) Low Graduation Rate: A Title I-participating high school with a graduation rate of less than 60 percent.
(c) Low Achievement: Among the lowest five percent of Title I schools in the state based on the percent of students meeting state benchmarks in reading and mathematics combined for 2010-11 and 2011-12 that is not a high-progress school.

(5) “SIG Schools” means the schools that have received the 3-year School Improvement Program Grant and whom begun their work during the 2010-2011 (Cohort 1) or 2011-2012 (Cohort 2) school years.

Stat. Auth.: Section 1, chapter 660, Oregon Laws 2013 (Enrolled House Bill 3232)

Stat. Implemented: Section 2, chapter 660, Oregon Laws 2013 (Enrolled House Bill 3232)

581-017-0105 Establishment

(1) The Expanded Reading Opportunities Grant is established as part of the Early Reading Program Strategic Investment.

(2) The purposes of the program are to:

(a) Extend and expand reading opportunities in public schools; and

(b) Improve the reading proficiency  of  students  by  the  time  the  students  complete the third grade.
Stat. Auth.: Section 1, chapter 660, Oregon Laws 2013 (Enrolled House Bill 3232)

Stat. Implemented: Section 2, chapter 660, Oregon Laws 2013 (Enrolled House Bill 3232)

581-017-0110 Eligibility

The Department of Education shall allocate funds for the Expanded Reading Opportunities Grant to schools  based on the following eligibility criteria:

(1) Schools must be a designated Focus or Priority School.
(2) Schools must serve students in at least one grade from kindergarten through grade 3.
(3) Schools must not have received a SIG grant.

(4) Schools must use the funds in alignment with their CAP.

(5) Schools must use the funds to extend or expand reading opportunities by:

(a) Providing adult support;

(b) Offering programs during non-school hours; or

(c) Increasing access to technology.

Stat. Auth.: Section 1, chapter 660, Oregon Laws 2013 (Enrolled House Bill 3232)

Stat. Implemented: Section 2, chapter 660, Oregon Laws 2013 (Enrolled House Bill 3232)

581-017-0115 Implementation Grant Funding

(1) The Department of Education may award at least $40,000 for the 2013-2014 school year to each eligible Focus and Priority School that applies and meets the criteria.  

(2) For the 2014-2015 school year each eligible Focus and Priority School that applied may be awarded an equal amount based on the amount available.

(3) The Department may not award more than $4 million dollars in total per biennium for  Expanded Reading Opportunities Grants. 

(4) School that receive funds under the grant program may not use those funds for administrative costs.

Stat. Auth.: Section 1, chapter 660, Oregon Laws 2013 (Enrolled House Bill 3232)

Stat. Implemented: Section 2, chapter 660, Oregon Laws 2013 (Enrolled House Bill 3232)
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