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Topic: Columbia Gorge Community College Independent Accreditation Status
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Staff/Office: Wayne Fanno, CCWD
Action Requested:  FORMCHECKBOX 
 Informational Only    FORMCHECKBOX 
 Adoption Later    FORMCHECKBOX 
  Adoption    FORMCHECKBOX 
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ISSUE BEFORE THE BOARD: Accreditation status for Columbia Gorge Community College.

BACKGROUND: On July 19, 2013 Columbia Gorge Community College (CGCC) achieved independent accreditation. Since its establishment in 1977, CGCC had been accredited through a contract with Portland Community College (PCC). With full support from PCC, the CGCC board directed the move towards independent accreditation in 2006. 

CGCC Achieved formal candidacy for independent accreditation in 2008 and established a five plan to achieve independent status.

With the granting of independent accreditation, CGCC realizes additional benefits:

· Students receive diplomas and transcripts from CGCC rather than PCC. This results in less confusion for students, especially those who transfer to another community college or university, or who use a transcript for employment purposes.

· Internal decisions on new courses and programs. New programs that respond to the Columbia Gorge region’s education and training needs can be more readily implemented through an internal review process. Since CGCC’s inception, new course offerings and programs have required review and approval by PCC. Independent accreditation allows CGCC to be more responsive to its constituents in this regard.
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