STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION – TOPIC SUMMARY

Topic: Discussion of Priorities for Native Youth with ODE Indian Education Specialist April Campbell
Date: December 13, 2013
Staff/Office: Emily Nazarov, Board Staff
Action Requested:  FORMCHECKBOX 
 Informational Only    FORMCHECKBOX 
 Adoption Later    FORMCHECKBOX 
  Adoption    FORMCHECKBOX 
 Adoption/Consent Agenda
ISSUE BEFORE THE BOARD: 
· Introduction of April Campbell, Indian Education Specialist 

· Discussion of board priorities for Native students 
BACKGROUND: 
The 2005-06, 2006-07 and 2007-08 four-year cohort graduation rates for Native American students in Oregon (51.7%, 50.3%, and 51.2%, respectively) fall far short of the 40/40/20 goal. 

There is also a disproportionately high dropout rate among Native American students in Oregon. While the Native American student population comprised 2.0% of the 2009-10 October enrollments for grades 9-12, they represented 4.1% of all dropouts that year. 

The most recent discipline data reveal Native American students receive a disproportionate number of days of suspension compared to the total student population.

The Department of Education eliminated its Indian education specialist in the early 1990s due to budget cuts.  ODE was able to add back a part time Indian Education specialist.  Then, in 2012, with state revenues rebounding and with advocacy from the Government-to-Government Tribal Education Cluster, Oregon Indian Coalition of Postsecondary Education (OICPSE), Oregon Indian Education Association, the nine federally recognized tribes, and with elders and individuals who have worked in Indian Education for a number of years, ODE was able to include a full-time position in its 2013-15 budget.  

April Campbell, ODE’s Indian Education Specialist, joined the Department of Education in September 2013. Campbell previously led the Tribal Education Department for Oregon’s federally-recognized tribes.

POLICY QUESTIONS:  
· What can the Board do to promote education of, and close the achievement gap for, Native students in Oregon? 

· What are the board’s priorities for the Indian Education Specialist?  
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