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ISSUE BEFORE THE BOARD: An overview of the Higher Education Coordinating Commission legislative report on Credit for Prior Learning. 
BACKGROUND: House Bill 4059 directed the Higher Education Coordinating Commission (HECC) to report to the Oregon Legislative Assembly on Credit for Prior Learning (CPL) and a proposed partnership with Western Governors University. The following is an overview of the Credit for Prior Learning Report. 
HB 4059 directed the HECC to appoint an Advisory Committee with the following membership:

· member recommended by the State Board of Higher Education representing public universities;
· member recommended by the State Board of Education representing community colleges;

· a member representing independent not-for-profit institutions of higher education;

· a member representing for-profit institutions of higher education; 

· a member representing the business community;

· a member representing the labor community;

· a member who is a student at a two-year or four-year institution; and

· any other members who have a demonstrated interest in and knowledge of prior learning programs. 

The Committee met in the fall of 2012 and immediately recognized that the attainment of the goals in HB 4059 will require a multi-year effort. The Committee recommended beginning with additional analysis, planning and coordination in the next year to identify:

· the current landscape for awarding credit for prior learning; 

· recommendations regarding improvements that can be made in order to develop a transparent system for awarding CPL; 

· the policies and practices than can be developed to ensure consistency as appropriate among all post-secondary institutions; and 
· the factors that may encourage and deter students from seeking CPL.
A full copy of the report submitted by the Advisory Committee and accepted by the HECC for delivery to the legislature can be found at: https://ccwd.oregon.gov/studentsuccess/SSdocs.aspx?p=8
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