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ISSUE BEFORE THE BOARD: The Higher Education Coordinating Commission legislative report on Western Governors University. 
BACKGROUND: House Bill 4059 directed the Higher Education Coordinating Commission (HECC) to report to the Oregon Legislative Assembly on Credit for Prior Learning (CPL) and a proposed partnership with Western Governors University (WGU). The following is an overview of the report on the WGU partnership. 
HB 4059 directed the HECC develop a partnership with WGU to provide: 

· Enhanced access for residents of this state to online, competency-based higher education degree programs offered by Western Governors University; 

· Coordination between this state and Western Governors University in terms of financial aid eligibility, data sharing and outreach efforts to adults who have completed some college coursework, but have not attained a degree; and 

· Specific new programs or modifications to existing programs to provide for financial aid to Oregon residents enrolling at Western Governors University.

A workgroup was formed by the Higher Education Coordination Commission to address the deliverables related to the partnership. After review of language of HB 4059 section 2, the workgroup developed recommendations based upon what will (a) enhance access to online courses; (b) provide coordination between the state and WGU for financial eligibility data sharing and outreach; and (c) recommend specific new programs or modifications to existing programs to provide financial aid to WGU-Oregon students. 

The following is a summary of the recommendations in the report: 
· The current relationship with WGU should continue. 
· A new partnership should be created between the state and OUS, WGU, Oregon not-for-profit universities, and Oregon for-profit universities to create a web portal to assist all Oregonians in having a “one stop” place to explore all educational opportunities available in the state, including all authorized and accredited programs from other states. 
· The legislature and the governor need to decide if they want to open up the Oregon Opportunity Grant to all Oregon students regardless of whether or not the institution in which they enroll is within the state. 

· A gap analysis should be conducted to determine what need has not been met by existing institutions in Oregon to inform future state and institutional partnerships.

· Acknowledging that the online educational presence is only going to continue, the work group recommends a continued monitoring of WGU and inviting representatives from WGU to present to the Commission as the work regarding analyses of student completion continues.

A copy of the full report can be found here: https://ccwd.oregon.gov/studentsuccess/SSdocs.aspx?p=8
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