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PROPOSED/AMENDED RULE SUMMARY: 

Directs Department of Education implement kindergarten assessment. Directs school districts to administer kindergarten assessment to students in kindergarten beginning with 2013-2014 school year.
BACKGROUND: 
 HB 4165 (2012) directed the Early Learning Council and the Department of Education to jointly develop a kindergarten assessment to be piloted in the fall of 2012 and ready for statewide implementation by the fall of 2013. The assessment is a critical component of Oregon’s efforts towards an integrated Preschool to Workforce (P-20W) system and will measure areas of school readiness, which could include physical and social-emotional development, early literacy, language, cognitive (including mathematics), and logic and reasoning. The tool selected will be appropriate for all children including children with high needs and English language learners, and will align with Oregon’s early learning and development standards as well as the adopted Common Core State Standards.

Results of the kindergarten assessment will help answer the following questions: 

· Are Oregon’s children (as a population) arriving at kindergarten ready for school? 

· Is their level of school readiness improving or declining over time? 

· Are there disparities (geographical, cultural, racial, and socio-economic) between groups of children that must be addressed? 

· Are there particular areas of school readiness that Oregon must target? 

 Results of the kindergarten assessment will be included in Oregon’s statewide longitudinal data system and in the school district achievement compacts. This data collection will provide an opportunity for examination both backward and forward, to inform how Oregon has prepared children for school entry and identify strategies important to support those children once they are in school. It is important to note that the kindergarten assessment will absolutely not be used for determining whether a child is eligible for entry or access to any public kindergarten.

The rule directs the Department to implement the kindergarten assessment as part of the statewide assessment system. The rule describes the kindergarten assessment based on the recommendations of the Early Learning Council. The rule also directs school districts to administer the kindergarten assessment to students in kindergarten beginning with the 2013-2014 schools year.

ISSUES/CONCERNS THAT SURFACED DURING RULE WORK: 
Coordination with the Early Learning Council.  
CHANGED SINCE LAST BOARD MEETING? (so members can focus on what’s different)
 FORMCHECKBOX 
  N/A; —hasn’t been before board
 FORMCHECKBOX 
  No; same as August
 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Yes – As follows:

FISCAL IMPACT:

We estimate the fiscal impact to the Department of Education to be about $330,000 per year in ongoing costs and an additional $60,000 in start up costs. 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION: 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Adopt administrative rule as prepared this month
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Adopt administrative rule next month 
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 No recommendation at this time (rarely used) 
Updated by CH on 1-15-13

581-022-2130 Kindergarten Assessment

(1) The Department of Education shall implement a kindergarten assessment as part of the statewide assessment system implemented pursuant to ORS 329.485. The kindergarten assessment shall allow for the assessment of children to determine their readiness for kindergarten.

(2) The Department shall work jointly with the Early Learning Council to adopt a tool to be used for the kindergarten assessment. The kindergarten assessment shall measure areas of school readiness, which may include physical and social-emotional development, early literacy, language, cognitive (including mathematics), and logic and reasoning. The tool selected will be appropriate for all children including children with high needs and English language learners, and will align with Oregon’s early learning and development standards as well as the adopted Common Core State Standards.

(3) Prior to November 1, 2013 the department shall make the kindergarten assessment available to school districts.

(4) Beginning with the 2013-2014 school year, all school districts shall administer the kindergarten assessment to students who are enrolled in kindergarten.

(5) The Department shall include the results of the kindergarten assessment in the statewide longitudinal data system and shall provide the results of the kindergarten assessment to the Oregon Education Investment Board for inclusion in school district’s achievement compacts.
Stat. Auth. ORS 326.051 and 329.485

Stat. Implemented: ORS 329.485 and section 14, chapter 37, Oregon Laws 2012 (Enrolled House Bill 4165).
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