STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION – TOPIC SUMMARY

Topic: Adult High School Diploma, authorization for Program Plans
Date: January 23, 2014
Staff/Office: Mary Jane Bagwell/CCWD
Action Requested:  FORMCHECKBOX 
 Informational Only    FORMCHECKBOX 
 Adoption Later      FORMCHECKBOX 
Adoption    FORMCHECKBOX 
 Adoption/Consent Agenda
ISSUE BEFORE THE BOARD: 
Consent to authorize seven community colleges to award the Adult High School Diploma (AHSD) through implementation of AHSD plans that were created in accordance with amended OAR 589-007-0600, accepted by the Dept. of Community Colleges and Workforce Development (CCWD), and approved by the respective local Community College Boards.  
BACKGROUND: 

The State Board of Education (SBE) has the responsibility of authorizing community colleges to award the Adult High School Diploma to students who complete the AHSD program according to the college’s approved AHSD plan. SBE approval of this consent item will complete the process for authorization of seven specific community colleges to offer AHSD programs and award the AHSD.
The amended AHSD OAR (589-007-0600), approved by the SBE in April 2013, requires that community colleges wanting to offer AHSD programs and award the Adult High School Diploma submit a new plan to CCWD for review and acceptance, with subsequent approval by the local Community College Board. The AHSD Manual, (http://www.oregon.gov/ccwd/ABE/AHSD/AHSDProgramManual2013-14.pdf) developed by CCWD to reflect the amended OAR, provided guidance for the development of new plans. New plans were submitted by seven Community Colleges: Central Oregon Community College, Chemeketa Community College Community College, Clackamas Community College, Linn-Benton Community College, Mt. Hood Community College, Portland Community College, Umpqua Community College.  Each of these plans underwent a rigorous review process, and with revisions, was accepted by CCWD staff.  Upon notification of acceptance, colleges took the new plans before their respective Boards for approval.  Local board approval was verified by a Statement of Assurances signed by the College President and the Chairman of the College Board of Directors.
As part of the annual review process, colleges will provide to CCWD a current Statement of Assurances and updates to the plan.  This will ensure that the AHSD program remains in alignment with Oregon High School Diploma requirements.  The review process and continutation of authorized programs does not require action by the SBE.
POLICY QUESTIONS:  None

STAFF RECOMMENDATION: 
CCWD recommends that the SBE consent to authorize the seven colleges listed above to confer the Adult High School Diploma to students who complete the AHSD program according to the college’s approved plan.   
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