STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION – TOPIC SUMMARY

Topic: Board Business:  Early Learning Advisor/ Temporary Rule 
Date: January 2014
Staff/Office: Samuel Henry, Board Chair
Action Requested:  FORMCHECKBOX 
 Informational Only    FORMCHECKBOX 
 Adoption Later    FORMCHECKBOX 
  Adoption    FORMCHECKBOX 
 Adoption/Consent Agenda
ISSUE BEFORE THE BOARD: proposed revision to board policy to include an early learning advisor.
BACKGROUND: 

Education Advisors to the State Board of Education provide depth to the policy and decision-making work of the Board.  (See Board Handbook)

The Oregon Education Investment board was established by SB290 in 2011.  It was a mandate to align spheres of public education into a seamless system: pre-K through post-doctoral work and established 40-40-20 as a vision with accountable goals.  The legislation also provided for establishments of an Early Learning Council and dissolving the Oregon Commission for Children and Families.  

Under the leadership of Governor Kitzhaber and OEIB governance suggestions, early learning including kindergarten readiness became a part of the Oregon Department of Education. Also recommendations for strategic investment and ensuing legislation led to development of the Oregon Early Reading Program.  

These approaches, including the Network for Quality Teaching and Learning, have led to a larger and more articulated concern to have early learning best practice and policy more developed and articulated by the Board of Education. 

Current Policy provides for the following advisors: 

· a school district superintendent

· a community college president

· a community college faculty member

· a public school teacher

· a public school student.

PROPOSAL: Amend the Board Policy 102 to include an early learning advisor.

STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION 

POLICY & PROCEDURE MANUAL

Policy #102

First Adopted: pre-1997

Revised 2007, 8/2009

BOARD ADVISORS/STAKEHOLDER GROUPS

A. Creation and Term of Board Advisors

The board may elect to have board advisors. Advisors will serve a one-year term from July 1 through June 30. Advisors may serve more than a single term and be re-elected for consecutive terms. Advisors will receive all materials distributed to the board as a whole. 

1. Criteria for Advisor Selection

· Interest in serving as an advisor for one year

· Commitment to attend board meetings and any special board functions

· Willingness to participate in policy discussions

· Ability to deliberate policy issues 

· Demonstrated leadership qualities

· Experience with education delivery in Oregon 

· Actively employed in good standing.

2. Advisors

· K-12 School Administrator 

· K-12 Teacher 

· Community College President 

· Community College faculty member 

· K-12 Student 

· Early Learning Teacher/Professional Advisor
3. Advisor Selection Process

In consultation with the Superintendent of Public Instruction, the Commissioner of Community Colleges, and the board chair, advisors will be selected as follows:

K-12 School Administrator: Up to three nominations from the Confederation of School Administrators will be submitted to the board. The board Executive Committee will recommend a candidate to the full board who will vote on the selection.

Community College President: The presiding president of the Oregon President’s Council will be the community college president representative.

K-12 Teacher: Up to three nominations from the Oregon Education Association will be submitted to the board. The board Executive Committee will recommend a candidate to the full board who will vote on the selection.

Community College Faculty: Up to three nominations from the OEA Community College Uniserv Council will be submitted to the board. The board Executive Committee will recommend a candidate to the full board who will vote on the selection.

K-12 Student: The Superintendent’s Youth Advisory Team will solicit candidates, review applications, and forward up to three names to an interviewing committee named by the board chair who will recommend a candidate to the full board who will vote on the selection.

Early Learning Advisor:  Nominations will be made from the Early Learning Council and early childhood communities.  The executive board will review the nominations and make a recommendation to the full board.
Board advisors will be approved by a vote of the full board.

3. Responsibilities of Advisors

· Attend board meetings

· Assist the board in analyzing issues, proposals, and requests before it

· Other duties as assigned by the board chair

4. Advisor Compensation

Advisors are eligible for reimbursement of actual expenses incurred in attending board meetings and board-related activities, including mileage, meals, and hotels.

B. Stakeholder Groups

The board may vote to have regular reports from stakeholder groups.

1. Recognized Stakeholders

· Oregon Community College Association

· Oregon Community College Student Association

2. Stakeholder Selection Process

Oregon Community College Association: The Oregon Community College Association will elect to send its director or board member. 

Oregon Community College Student Association: The Oregon Community College Student Association will elect one of its members. 

3. Responsibilities of Stakeholders

· Make periodic updates at board meetings of their organization’s activities

· Assist the board in analyzing issues, proposals, and requests before it

END OF POLICY
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