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ISSUE BEFORE THE BOARD: 

Update on implementation of the newly adopted Common Core State Standards (CCSS) in mathematics and English language arts (ELA). 
BACKGROUND: 

The State Board of Education adopted Common Core State Standards in mathematics and English language arts on October 28, 2010.  At the May 2012 Board meeting, Department staff provided an update on implementation efforts through interaction with statewide partners, developing resources, and presenting at regional and statewide conferences focused on the CCSS.  A CCSS Steering Committee co-led by Cheryl Kleckner and Mickey Garrison is facilitating the implementation, guiding efforts at the policy level and serving as the main points of contact between ODE and the field. 
Support and Resources Development

Communications: ODE staff continues to provide ongoing communication about CCSS in all ODE communication venues.  In addition to the Superintendent’s Update, CCSS information is provided in the monthly EII and the Assessment Updates, and the Office of Student Learning and Partnerships (OSLP) includes this information in their communication venues.  Monthly updates from all of these sources are collated and provided in quarterly CCSS Updates posted on the CCSS website. The Oregon School Board Association, in partnership with ODE’s Direct Access to Achievement, is providing training to school boards across Oregon to increase their understanding of the CCSS and their role in supporting the implementation of these standards.
CCSS Strategic Implementation Plan: Goal 3. Schools & Districts: Increase performance for all schools and districts in order to create systems of excellence across the state. Two goals are well underway: 1) Districts who are implementing the CCSS are being partnered with districts requesting support. 2) Regional plans supporting CCSS implementation through the ODE’s Direct Access to Achievement (DATA) begin rolling out this month and will continue to provide training and support through June of 2014. 
Statewide Out-Reach:  

· A new resource along with targeted training and support will be provided to districts during the 2013-14 SY. “From Aspiration to Impactful Implementation of the CCSS,” was created by staff from Clackamas ESD. A kickoff session will be featured at the August Summer Assessment Institute (SAI). A statewide dissemination plan is being developed and will be publicized this fall.
· Planning for the Fall COSA/ODE CCSS regional training sessions is just beginning. The focus for these sessions and schedule will be announced in August. 
· Training on the Quality Review Rubric (QRR) is scheduled at the August SAI. The QRR will allow teachers to evaluate how aligned their lessons and unit plans are to the rigor found in the CCSS. Regional representatives have been invited to attend these trainings to ensure that support can be provided across Oregon. 
· ODE staff continues to provide direct support to districts making requests. Over 80 districts have received professional development, coaching and/or planning support since September.
CCSS Toolkit Resources: The CCSS Implementation Checklist which will allow district staff to evaluate their current level of implementation and more easily locate resources, from ODE’s CCSS Toolkit, that will guide them to deeper implementation is near completion. The checklist will be distributed to districts in August. All of the toolkits can be accessed by visiting www.ode.state.or.us/go/ccsstoolkit. 

Regional and Statewide Meetings, Workshops, and Conferences: 
· ODE staff are scheduled to present at the June COSA Seaside Conference. Participants will be provided with copies of the CSSS Implementation Checklist as well as have a sneak preview of the “From Aspiration to Impactful Implementation of the CCSS” notebook. 
· ODE staff are conducting a half day session at the Oregon Education Association’s (OEA) Conference in July. Teachers will have an opportunity to test their knowledge of the CCSS through a Treasure Hunt activity and learn about the QRR. 

· The next Stewardship Team meeting is scheduled on July 31. The CCSS Implementation Checklist will be shared and updates provided to team members on SBAC and the Essential Skills. 
English Language Proficiency Standards and Assessments

1. ELPA21 Consortium was awarded a $6.3 million grant to create improved English proficiency tests for bilingual students.  

a. Bi-weekly core project meetings with the Project Management Partner, CCSSO.

b. Consortium governance includes complete Consortium Council (one appointee per state, including Martha Martinez of ODE) and nominations to the Executive Board.  

c.    Contracts for most of the Task Management Team leads have been completed.  TMT members are now being recruited through the Consortium Council. 

d. ELPA21 states’ on June 17 and 18, Martha Martinez (EII), Kim Miller (EE), and Kathleen Vanderwall (OAIS) will attend.

e. ELPA 21 will be featured on the The Alliance for Excellent Education Next-Generation English Language Proficiency Assessment on June 19, 2013. Presenters include the World-Class Instructional Design and Assessment Consortium (Timothy Boals and Gary Cook), West Ed (Robert Linquanti), and ELPA21 (Kathleen Vanderwall).

2. ELPA Standards Verification 

a. The ELPA performance standards were reviewed by participants including Oregon ELD teachers and coordinators, higher education faculty, parents and others during workshops on November 6-9, 2012 and February 12-13, 2013. Recommendations were made after an intensive review of test items at each grade. The resulting recommendations included some cut scores decreasing, some staying the same, while others increased. Participants also updated the Performance Level Descriptors (PLDs) for all grade levels. 

b. The recommended ELPA performance standards and the PLDs were presented to the State Board of Education on April 11, 2013, and adopted by the State Board on May 17, 2013.  The new cut scores are on the web at www.ode.state.or.us/go/cutscores.

c. The new ELPA Performance Standards will be the basis for student accountability beginning in the 2013-2014 school year.  

Alternate Assessment Updates

· Oregon is currently a Tier II sate in the National Center and State Collaborative (NCSC) Consortium, which is developing alternate assessments aligned to the CCSS in mathematics and English language arts for deployment in 2014-15. However, in order to ensure we are selecting the alternate assessment system that best serves our students and our schools, the Oregon Department of Education will be convening a group of educators, education partners, State Board members, parents, and key stakeholders to review the various alternate assessment options available to us. Oregon has played an active role in support of the NCSC alternate assessment effort but without a review of all available options, we cannot make an informed decision and ensure the assessment selected is the best one for our students.  ODE will bring together the workgroup this fall to review the assessment options, confirm that the core characteristics listed below accurately reflect what we want for our state, and select the assessment that most accurately fits these characteristics. 
· Oregon is currently a Tier II sate in the National Center and State Collaborative (NCSC) Consortium, which is developing alternate assessments aligned to the CCSS in mathematics and English language arts for deployment in 2014-15. In support of this effort, Oregon plans to participate in the NCSC alternate assessment pilot test scheduled for the spring of 2014.

Kindergarten Assessment

On March 8, 2013 the State Board of Education adopted OAR 581-022-2130 which directs all school districts to administer the Oregon Kindergarten Assessment to students enrolled in kindergarten beginning with the 2013-2014 school year. The kindergarten assessment includes measures in the domains of early literacy, early math, social-emotional, approaches to learning, and self-regulation. It will be administered within the first six weeks of kindergarten with data reported to the Department of Education through ODE’s Consolidated Collections. For the 2013-14 school year, districts will include participation rates for the kindergarten assessment in their Achievement Compacts. 

Three of the seven regional trainings have been completed, and a Webinar will be available for those unable to attend the regional trainings. The train-the-trainer sessions are required for District Test Coordinators who are responsible to train district and school staff that will administer the fall 2013 Kindergarten Assessment. To accommodate the various kindergarten start dates in districts across the state, the assessment window opens in early August and closes in late October. 

· Kindergarten Assessment Resources Webpage: ODE has updated its Kindergarten Assessment Resources webpage to provide resources specifically to help district and school staff administer the new Kindergarten Assessment starting in 2013-14. This page contains information pertaining to the required ODE-provided Kindergarten Assessment Trainings, frequently asked questions, and links to additional resources. http://www.ode.state.or.us/SEARCH/PAGE/?ID=3908   

· Printing and Distribution: ODE is in the process of printing the assessment materials and will ship the secure documents to the districts by the end of June. The ESD partners have agreed to accept and store documents for districts who do not have staff to receive them. The ESD partners will send the documents to the remaining districts in August.
· Accommodations: ODE anticipates the preliminary draft of the 2013-14 Accommodations Manual will be posted in early June. The preliminary draft will contain tables that explain and regulate the allowable accommodations available for all students during the administration of each of Oregon's statewide assessments-including the Kindergarten Assessment. The final 2013-14 Accommodations Manual will be posted by August 1, 2013.

· Spanish-Speaking ELL Students: ELL students taking the Kindergarten Assessment whose language of origin is Spanish will receive an early Spanish literacy assessment in addition to the early English literacy assessment.  For 2013-14, ODE is allowing a one-year waiver for schools and/or districts who encounter a hardship in administering the Spanish Syllable Sounds assessment. This waiver is applicable for school year 2013-14 only. All incoming Spanish-speaking ELLs during 2014-15 will be required to be assessed using the Spanish Syllable Sounds in addition to the English Literacy measures. 

PAGE  
1

