STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION – ADMINISTRATIVE RULE SUMMARY

Title/OAR #: 
589-007-0500 GED Fees






Date: June 20, 2013
Staff/Office: 
Shalee Hodgson, Education Division Director and Marque Haeg, State GED Administrator

 FORMCHECKBOX 
New Rule        FORMCHECKBOX 
Amend Existing Rule           FORMCHECKBOX 
Repeal Rule
Hearing Date: _____________________   FORMCHECKBOX 
 Hearings Officer Report Attached

Prompted by:   FORMCHECKBOX 
 State law changes   FORMCHECKBOX 
 Federal law changes   FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other
Action Requested: 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  First Reading/Second Reading            FORMCHECKBOX 
  Adoption                FORMCHECKBOX 
  Adoption/Consent Agenda 
PROPOSED/AMENDED RULE SUMMARY: As the General Educational Development (GED) test transitions from a paper-based test (PBT) to a computer-based test (CBT) during CY 2012 and CY 2013, the method in which fees are collected will change to coincide with the revised process that test-takers must use to pay for the tests.

With PBT, the state fee of $35 is collected by local testing centers prior to testing, it covers the cost of the five subtests that comprise the GED test battery. With CBT, the test-taker registers, schedules the subtest(s), and pays for the subtest(s) online.  The cost of the subtests(s), along with the GED administration fee, is collected from the test-taker by the GED Testing Service  (GEDTS) on a per subtest basis, and the state administration fee is then distributed to CCWD on a monthly basis.  During CY 2012 and 2013, the state fee is $7 per subtest for the five subtests for a total test-battery fee of $35.  The administration fee for retaken tests is also $7.

BACKGROUND:

At the April 17, 2013 State Board Meeting, a first reading of the GED Fees OAR proposed change occurred. Proposed changes to OAR 589-007-0500 were attached to the State Board of Education docket and included in the discussion. Since then, CCWD has filed a temporary rule to reflect the change in administrative fees for GEDs and initiated permanent rule making. A hearing will be scheduled and the results will be presented to the State Board of Education. 

ISSUES/CONCERNS THAT SURFACED DURING RULE WORK: 

No issues surfaced during the rule work.
CHANGED SINCE LAST BOARD MEETING? (so members can focus on what’s different)

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  N/A; first read—hasn’t been before board

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  No; same as last month

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Yes – As follows:

FISCAL IMPACT:

STAFF RECOMMENDATION: 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Adopt administrative rule as prepared this month

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Adopt administrative rule at the next board meeting
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 No recommendation at this time 
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