STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION – TOPIC SUMMARY

Topic: Oregon Partnership for Arts Learning Standards (OPALS)
Date: June 20, 2013
Staff/Office: Nancy Carr, Board President, Oregon Alliance for Arts Education
Action Requested:  FORMCHECKBOX 
 Informational Only    FORMCHECKBOX 
 Adoption Later    FORMCHECKBOX 
  Adoption    FORMCHECKBOX 
 Adoption/Consent 
ISSUE BEFORE THE BOARD: 

Presentation to the Oregon State Board of Education at the invitation of Artemio Paz, Jr., Chair State Board of Education.
BACKGROUND: 
NCCAS or the National Coalition for Core Arts Standards is about to release its PreK-8 revisioned set of national arts standards in dance, media arts, music, theatre and visual arts; the high school standards will be released later this summer. This national work has paid close attention to international standards and alignment to the Common Core Standards in Mathematics and English-Language Arts, 21st Century Skills and to Skills Mapping.

The Oregon Alliance for Arts Education is facilitating the writing of Oregon Arts Learning Standards, aligned to the national framework, considerations and ensuing work. Dance, Media Arts, Music, Theatre and Visual Arts Writing Teams have been established, are reviewing the national work and formulating aligned standards for Oregon. Public review will be a vital part of the standards development process, anticipated for fall, 2013.

Cornerstone Assessments, demonstrating student learning, are a key aspect of the NCCAS framework as they anchor a curriculum and build in level of difficulty through a course, a school year. These first time model assessments will inform choices in Oregon practices.  Also included in the national process is clarity regarding artistic processes (creating, performing/presenting/producing, responding and connection) that focus on non-sequential cognitive and inquiry-based actions that might occur during arts makings.  Wiggins and McTigue’s Backwards Design work includes enduring understandings and essential questions, as part of the NCCAS framework. These big ideas, which are captures in current educational theory, will inform the Oregon writing teams, as well.  
The Oregon Alliance is fortunate to have strong partnership in this work.  Our advisor is the Oregon Department of Education. Our partnerships include the Oregon Music Educators Association, Oregon Art Education Association, Oregon Theatre Education Association, National Dance Education Organization, Arts Institute International, Corbin University, University of Oregon, Oregon State University, Portland State University, Western Oregon University, OregonASK and Northwest Film Center.
