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 Adoption Later    FORMCHECKBOX 
  Adoption    FORMCHECKBOX 
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ISSUE BEFORE THE BOARD: 

A reading of the core characteristics that will inform Oregon’s process in identifying and implementing an alternate assessment aligned to the Common Core State Standards (CCSS) in mathematics and English language arts starting in the 2014-15 school year.
BACKGROUND: 

The State Board of Education adopted the Common Core State Standards (CCSS) in mathematics and English language arts on October 28, 2010. Districts have since begun to implement the CCSS, aligning curriculum and instruction to the CCSS with guidance provided by Oregon’s CCSS Steering Committee. Starting in 2014-15, Oregon’s statewide assessment system will transition to begin assessing students on the CCSS.
Oregon is currently a Tier II state in the National Center and State Collaborative (NCSC) Consortium, which is developing alternate assessments aligned to the CCSS in mathematics and English language arts for deployment in 2014-15. In support of this effort, Oregon plans to participate in the NCSC alternate assessment pilot test scheduled for the spring of 2014.
PILOT TEST CHARACTERISTICS:

Some specifics regarding the pilot (per NCSC): The pilot test costs are covered by the NCSC project--other than local/state staff time. All training will be virtual. Teachers may elect to print materials but that is option. NCSC anticipates that math will begin in Feb 2014 and ELA in March 2014. The numbers who participate are left up to the state to submit. NCSC hopes for distribution across many states, demographics, geographics, etc. They hope to have the sampling plan ready for state review by the June 18, 2013. States can always say “no” if the sampling combination they are offered doesn’t work.  NCSC will provide through its contractor all the training and dissemination. NCSC does not anticipate reporting out the pilot results. 
By this fall ODE will: 
· Develop and implement a plan (per NCSC guidance and training) to support the rollout of the alternate assessment pilot test effort in areas such as communication, training, and dissemination.
STAFF RECOMMENDATION: 

ODE staff recommends Oregon’s plan to participate in the NCSC AA pilot test in the Spring of 2014 to the State Board for some of the following reasons:
1. The pilot forms are reasonable in terms of length, and an individual student would only participate in one subject area.

2. Each form includes a mixture of tiers, giving a student experience with a broad range of items.

3. Early (2014) exposure to the NCSC AA pilot will provide a clear signal regarding how the CCSS are operationalized for alternate assessment purposes, and may help motivate and guide instructional and curricular change.

4. On general principle, as a participating (Tier II) state Oregon should support the development of the NCSC assessment. 
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