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Topic: Common Core Assessment Options
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Action Requested:  FORMCHECKBOX 
 Informational Only   FORMCHECKBOX 
 Adoption Later    FORMCHECKBOX 
  Adoption    FORMCHECKBOX 
 Adoption/Consent Agenda
ISSUE BEFORE THE BOARD: 

A reading of the core characteristics that will inform Oregon’s process in identifying and implementing an alternate assessment aligned to the Common Core State Standards (CCSS) in mathematics and English language arts starting in the 2014-15 school year.
BACKGROUND: 

The State Board of Education adopted the Common Core State Standards (CCSS) in mathematics and English language arts on October 28, 2010. Districts have since begun to implement the CCSS, aligning curriculum and instruction to the CCSS with guidance provided by Oregon’s CCSS Steering Committee. Starting in 2014-15, Oregon’s statewide assessment system will transition to begin assessing students on the CCSS.
Oregon is currently a Tier II state in the National Center and State Collaborative (NCSC) Consortium, which is developing alternate assessments aligned to the CCSS in mathematics and English language arts for deployment in 2014-15. However, in order to ensure we are selecting the alternate assessment system that best serves our students and our schools, the Oregon Department of Education will be convening a group of educators, education partners, State Board members, parents, and key stakeholders to review the various alternate assessment options available to us. Oregon has played an active role in support of the NCSC alternate assessment effort but without a review of all available options, we cannot make an informed decision and ensure the assessment selected is the best one for our students.  ODE will bring together the workgroup this fall to review the assessment options, confirm that the core characteristics listed below accurately reflect what we want for our state, and select the assessment that most accurately fits these characteristics. 
ASSESSMENT SYSTEM CORE CHARACTERISTICS:

The workgroup will confirm, or adjust, the following core characteristics that our state wants to see in a new assessment system:  
· Authentic assessment of instruction including selected, constructed response, and performance tasks;

· Assessments that accurately assess what students know and can do using as few items as possible; 

· Assessment system that includes formative, interim, and summative tools;

· Accommodations and accessibility features for all students, including those with disabilities and English Language Learners;

· Assessments provided in (at least) Braille;

· Professional development opportunities for teacher involvement in item development, review, and scoring;

· Use of assessment results for admission and placement decision-making for postsecondary institutions; and,

· Multi-state scale and cut scores for comparability beyond Oregon.

This fall ODE will: 
· Work with stakeholders, including parents, school and district administrators, OEA representatives, and members of the State Board to review and refine Oregon’s core characteristics, review the assessment options open to Oregon (e.g., NCSC, DLM, BRT/UofOregon), and draft a recommendation regarding adoption of one of these assessments. 
· Submit the assessment adoption recommendation to the State Board of Education for adoption.

STAFF RECOMMENDATION: 

ODE staff will bring a recommendation to the State Board no later than December, 2013 for adoption.
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