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ISSUE BEFORE THE BOARD: 
An update on Priority and Focus Schools.
BACKGROUND: 


In August of last year, Oregon identified 94 schools to receive additional supports and interventions from the state to help increase student achievement and close persistent achievement gaps. The identification of these schools is one component of Oregon’s new accountability system approved in July, 2012 by the U.S. Department of Education. 

In order to provide support to the schools that need it most, ODE identified high poverty (Title I) Priority schools for additional supports and interventions. These 17 schools represent the bottom 5% of high poverty schools in the state and have been identified as most in need of assistance in turning around student achievement and growth. Also identified as Priority schools are the 17 schools currently receiving ESEA School Improvement Grants (SIG). In addition, the state identified 60 Focus schools which are in the bottom 15% of high poverty schools and have faced challenges with closing the achievement gap and getting all students to achieve at high levels. 
Currently, Priority and Focus schools are turning in their budgets and comprehensive achievement plan revisions, which are approved separately. ODE staff has been providing targeted technical assistance to the schools throughout this process. ODE will continue to provide supports and interventions to the 2012-13 identified schools for four years.
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