STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION – TOPIC SUMMARY

Topic: Next Generation Science Standards Update
Date: March 7, 2013
Staff/Office: Cheryl Kleckner and Theresa Richards/Office of Educational Improvement and Innovation
Action Requested:  FORMCHECKBOX 
 Informational Only    FORMCHECKBOX 
 Adoption Later    FORMCHECKBOX 
  Adoption    FORMCHECKBOX 
 Adoption/Consent Agenda
ISSUE BEFORE THE BOARD: 

Update on the development of the National Science Standards.
BACKGROUND: 
Oregon is one of 26 Lead States working with Achieve to develop the Next Generation Science Standards (NGSS)—a set of rigorous, national science standards aligned with college- and career-ready expectations.  Through a collaborative, state-led process, these new K-12 science standards are being developed that will be rich in content and practice, arranged in a coherent manner across disciplines and grades to provide all students an internationally benchmarked science education.  

The development of the Next Generation Science Standards is a two-step process. The first step was completed in July 2011 with the release of a Framework for K-12 Science Education by the National Research Council. The framework identifies the core ideas and practices in natural sciences and engineering that all students should know by the time they graduate. It was developed by a committee representing expertise in science, teaching and learning, curriculum, assessment, and education policy. 

The second step is the development of science standards based on the Framework. The 26 state partners have been involved in the standards writing process, by gathering and delivering feedback from state-level committees, and collaborating to address common issues and challenges. The states also agreed to commit staff time to the initiative and, upon completion, give serious consideration to adopting the Next Generation Science Standards. States submitted a letter with the signature of the Chief State School Officer and the chair of the State Board of Education as part of their application.

Oregon has a 30-member NGSS Lead State Review Team that has provided input and feedback to the writers throughout the development process.  The first draft of the NGSS was released for public feedback in May 2012.  The second and final NGSS draft was available for public comment January 8-29, 2013.  The NGSS are scheduled to be completed and released at the end of March 2013.
ODE staff have developed an Oregon NGSS Webpage that provides background, timeline, news, updates, and resources, as well as connections to the national work.
In addition to the NGSS Lead State collaboration, Oregon is participating in several NGSS national collaborative projects: 
· Oregon was one of 20 states that participated in a recent NGSS Institute provided by Achieve to bring states together to collaborate on planning support for potential NGSS adoption and implementation.

· Oregon is one of 45 states participating in the Building Capacity in State Science Education (BCSSE) which is a multi-year national project devoted to developing the capacity of states, through collaboration within and across states and regions.  Each state brings a five member team to quarterly workshops to focus on NGSS at the classroom level, in the context of professional development in support of science education.
· Oregon is one of five pilot states working with Clark University, Northwestern University, and Tidemark Institute on a National Science Foundation-funded project to develop a web-based professional development system to support NGSS teaching and learning.  The Next Generation Science Exemplar System for Professional Development (NGSX) Project will engage learners with the core ideas of science, scientific and engineering practices and crosscutting concepts and at the same time with the NGSS student performance expectations.         

POLICY QUESTIONS:  
None 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION:
No action required.
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