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ISSUE BEFORE THE BOARD: Report on graduation rates for the 2012-13 school year
BACKGROUND: 
Oregon has set an ambitious goal, known as 40-40-20, that calls for a 100% high school completion rate by the year 2025. This means that 100% of students would earn a high school diploma or equivalent within 5 years of entering high school. In order to capture how well our state is doing in getting all students to the high school completion mark, the Oregon Department of Education tracks both a 4-year and 5-year high school graduation rate and a 4-year and 5-year high school completer rate. The graduation rates reflect the percent of students receiving a regular high school diploma within 4 or 5 years of entering high school. The completer rates are broader than the graduation rates and also include students who received a GED, Modified Diploma, Extended Diploma, or Adult High School Diploma within that timeframe. Last year, Oregon’s five year completion rate was 81.5%, up one percent from the previous year. 
Oregon still faces large graduation gaps for many underserved student groups. However, we are starting to see a narrowing of some of these gaps, particularly for our African-American and Hispanic students. Over the past five years, the graduation rate for African-American students has increased almost 10% and the graduation rate for Hispanic students has increased over 8%. While the graduation rates for both of these groups are still well below the state average, the gains are impressive and point to real successes in supporting students on their pathway to graduation. However, there are also some concerning trends where the graduation gaps are actually getting wider. This is most notable for Special Education students whose graduation rate has dropped more than 5% over the past five years. 

The data also highlight the impact that a fifth year of high school can have on preparing a student for graduation. Students stay in high school for a fifth year for a number of reasons including to complete graduation requirements, participate in a particular 5-year program focused on earning college credit, or build skills in order to successfully demonstrate proficiency in the essential skills. And more students are opting to stay in school past the traditional 4 years. Last year, 4,475 students – an increase of almost 300 over the previous year – chose to enroll in high school for a fifth year. 
The 2009-10 cohort (this year’s four-year cohort) is the first group required to demonstrate proficiency in the Essential Skill of Writing, in addition to the Essential Skill of Reading, in order to earn a regular or modified diploma.  The 2008-09 cohort (this year’s five-year cohort) was the first group of students to be required to demonstrate proficiency in the Essential Skill of Reading in order to earn a regular or modified diploma.  
For cohort graduation data, go to: www.ode.state.or.us/search/page/?id=2644 
For dropout data, go to: www.ode.state.or.us/search/page/?=1 
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