STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION – TOPIC SUMMARY

Topic:  Tillamook Bay Community College Independent Accreditation Status

Date:    March 7, 2014
Staff/Office:  Gerald Hamilton, CCWD Luis Juárez, CCWD

Action Requested: 
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Informational Only    FORMCHECKBOX 
 Adoption Later    FORMCHECKBOX 
  Adoption    FORMCHECKBOX 
 Adoption/Consent Agenda

ISSUE BEFORE THE BOARD: Notice of Accreditation Status for Tillamook Bay Community College (TBCC).

BACKGROUND: Since its establishment as the Tillamook Bay Area Education District by voters of Tillamook County in 1981, TBCC had been accredited through a contract with Portland Community College (PCC).  In that same year, the Tillamook Bay Area Education district was renamed Community College Service Districts by legislative action.  In 1984, TBCC opens its Tillamook campus with day classes being offered for the first time. 
TBCC met with the Northwest Commission on Colleges and Universities (NWCCU) on January 8, 2014. A letter dated January 23, 2014 was received by TBCC from the Commission stating:

“On behalf of the Northwest Commission on Colleges and Universities, I am pleased to report that at its January 8-9, 2014, meeting, the Commission granted initial accreditation to Tillamook Bay Community College at the associate degree level. Congratulations on receiving this recognition. We are aware of the many years of hard work and dedication on the part of the administration, faculty, board and staff to achieve this goal. The effective date of accreditation for Tillamook Bay Community College is September 1, 2013. The accredited status of Tillamook Bay Community College will be posted to the Commission's website.”

This was a seven-year journey and an important milestone for the future of TBCC.  The TBCC Board, administrators, and faculty recognize that TBCC is an integral part of the hope for a vibrant, well-educated community and local workforce in Tillamook County, and whether it is North County or South County; TBCC will serve all to the fullest extent of its ability.
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