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ISSUE BEFORE THE BOARD: 

Update on implementation of the newly adopted Common Core State Standards (CCSS) in mathematics and English language arts (ELA). 
BACKGROUND: 

The State Board of Education adopted Common Core State Standards in mathematics and English language arts on October 28, 2010.  At the May 2012 Board meeting, Department staff provided an update on implementation efforts through interaction with statewide partners, developing resources, and presenting at regional and statewide conferences focused on the CCSS.  A CCSS Steering Committee co-led by Cheryl Kleckner and Mickey Garrison is facilitating the implementation, guiding efforts at the policy level and serving as the main points of contact between ODE and the field. 
Support and Resources Development

Communications: ODE staff continues to provide ongoing communication about CCSS in all ODE communication venues.  In addition to the Superintendent’s Update, CCSS information is provided in the monthly EII and the Assessment Updates, and the Office of Student Learning and Partnerships (OSLP) includes this information in their communication venues.  Monthly updates from all of these sources are collated and provided in quarterly CCSS Updates posted on the CCSS website.
CCSS Strategic Implementation Plan: Goal 3. Schools & Districts: Increase performance for all schools and districts in order to create systems of excellence across the state. Revisions were made to the draft plan. The first progress report on Goal 3 targets will be provided in June 2013. 

Statewide Out-Reach:  

· COSA/ODE Moving into Action series was completed on April 29th. Over 500 administrators participated in the spring sessions led by ODE. The sessions allowed ODE staff to provide additional support on available implementation resources and get valuable input from the field about where help is needed. ODE staff will review the districts that participated in the series that began in 2012 to determine which districts may benefit from additional support.
· ODE staff attended the OACOA meeting held on April 26 in Eugene. Over 150 curriculum, assessment, and special education directors provided feedback and input on a number of topics such as additional CCSS implementation support and roll-out of the Essential Skills requirements. Staff will use this feedback to create additional resources and guide future recommendations. 

· ODE staff continues to provide direct support to districts making requests. Over 76 districts have received professional development, coaching and/or planning support since September.
CCSS Toolkit Resources: Based on feedback from the field, ODE staff will link the resources of the Common Core State Standards (CCSS) Toolkit to a CCSS Implementation Checklist which will allow district staff to more easily locate support materials based on the four phases that include: Awareness, Transition, Implementation, Evaluate and Refine. 
All of the toolkits can be accessed by visiting www.ode.state.or.us/go/ccsstoolkit. 

Regional and Statewide Meetings, Workshops, and Conferences: 
The Stewardship Team is scheduled to meet again on May 15. The Stewardship Team members will use the CCSS Implementation Checklist to link the resources from the Toolkit. Release of this work is targeted for August 2013. 
English Language Proficiency Standards and Assessments

1. ELPA21 Consortium was awarded a $6.3 million grant to create improved English proficiency tests for bilingual students

a. US DOE awarded ODE the ELPA21 grant and ODE submitted the response to the Terms and Conditions (1/15/13).  Revised Memo of Understanding and Assurance that ODE will not allow funds to be used for ELP Standards development.  

b. Bi-weekly project meetings with the Project Management Partner, CCSSO.

c.    Consortium governance includes complete Consortium Council (one appointee per state, including Martha Martinez of ODE) and initial nominations to the Executive Board.

2. ELPA Standards Verification 

a. In order to ensure that Oregon’s state educational standards stay current, ODE staff and stakeholders reviewed the Performance Standards (or cut scores) used to determine whether an English Language Learner (ELL) is making progress toward English language proficiency.  

b. The workshop was held November 6 – 9, 2012 (Phase One), with 83 leaders and participants from across the state.  ODE recruited statewide to school districts and social service/community agencies.  During Phase One of the workshop, each grade level group from Kindergarten through High School came to internal consensus about the cut scores for their grade. During Phase Two (February 12-13, 2013), ODE staff and a cross-section of participants moved forward with finalizing the cut scores for all grades as they relate to one another.  The Performance Level Descriptors were nearly finalized during Phase One.  

c. This work was completed at the February 12-13, 2013 workshop, with 35 leaders and participants from across the state.  Proposed changes in performance standards (cut scores) will be submitted to the Board under a separate docket item.

d. English Language Development (ELD) Draft Standards were initially reviewed by the Board in February through a separate docket item.

Alternate Assessment Updates
Per the 4/9/13 email to Superintendents and Principals from our Deputy Superintendent, Rob Saxton, ODE is in the process of additional stakeholder review to inform the decision (and formal adoption) of our next statewide alternate assessment system.  Currently, questions are being developed to pose to prospective providers with a plan to review their responses and make a final decision by the end of this school year.  
As you know, we are a Tier II state in the NCSC Consortium, and will continue to engage in that work as we discuss assessment options with legislators, State Board of Education, community members, business representatives, and so on. 

National Center and State Collaborative AA Consortium
Assessment Design and Development:

• Mathematics and Reading Design Patterns and Task Templates are complete, based on the prioritized Core Content Connectors for mathematics and reading. The quality control review of math small scale try-outs and internal alignment study resulted in adjustments prior to item bank development. Reading small scale try-outs were in process at the end of this reporting period, and will be finished early in the next period.

• The prioritized Writing CCCs have been selected and writing item guidelines have been developed. Writing Task Templates will be completed early in the next reporting period.

• Contracts have been established for a technology architecture design contractor (contract is complete), item bank/item development contractor, and a summative assessment vendor. The technology platform RFP is out for vendor responses at this time.

• We have developed the draft mathematics Performance Levels Descriptors (PLDs). ELA PLDs will be completed early in the next reporting period.

• Mathematics and ELA item content/UDL and bias reviews are scheduled with state stakeholders and partners.

• Work has begun on a reporting system that allows scores and interpretive information to be disseminated electronically.

• NCSC participation policy criteria are developed, although conversations across consortia continue, and editing of language continues. Work on supporting interpretation and training materials has begun.

• The technology design architecture is complete.
Curriculum and Instruction:

• All math and ELA Core Content Connectors were finished during the last reporting period.

• NCSC staff completed all mathematics curriculum and instruction resources. A sample packet on one topic (equations) was disseminated to state partners to demonstrate the comprehensive set of the resources by topic (see numbered sections below), with other mathematic topic areas available through the project SharePoint (secure) site, in March 2013. Comparable materials are being developed and piloted for English Language Arts, with completion in fall 2013. The specific materials available as models across the content topical areas are listed below. We anticipate that over 10,000 pages of curriculum and instruction resources will be available through our NCSC WIKI at the end of the project.

1. Schema for Common Core State Standards Resources: NCSC Instructional Resources

2. Content Modules

3. Graduated Understandings: Instructional Families

4. Graduated Understandings: Element Cards

5. Curriculum Resource Guides

6. UDL General Education Units and Lesson Plans, for Elementary, Middle, and High School, plus training on adapting additional units

7. Mathematics (and ELA) Activities with Scripted Systematic Instruction (M/LASSIs) for Elementary, Middle, and High School, plus training on how to use NCSC resources to build additional M/LASSIs.

8. Instructional Resource Guide

Professional Development:

•  NCSC developed and began populating the NCSC WIKI platform for migration of all curriculum and instruction materials in mathematics and ELA.

.

Kindergarten Assessment

On March 8, 2013 the State Board of Education adopted OAR 581-022-2130 which directs all school districts to administer the Oregon Kindergarten Assessment to students enrolled in kindergarten beginning with the 2013-2014 school year. The kindergarten assessment includes measures in the domains of early literacy, early math, social-emotional, approaches to learning, and self-regulation. It will be administered within the first six weeks of kindergarten with data reported to the Department of Education through ODE’s Consolidated Collections. For the 2013-14 school year, districts will include participation rates for the kindergarten assessment in their Achievement Compacts. 

Six regional trainings will be provided from May 2013 through August 2013 in locations across the state.  Webinars will be available for those unable to attend the regional trainings. The train-the-trainer sessions are required for District Test Coordinators who are responsible to train district and school staff that will administer the fall 2013 Kindergarten Assessment. To accommodate the various kindergarten start dates in districts across the state, the assessment window opens in early August and closes in late October. 

· The Kindergarten Assessment has been added to Oregon’s Statewide Assessment System and has been included in the 2013-2014 Test Administration Manual, the primary resource for district staffs that administer state assessments. A preliminary draft of the manual is currently available on the ODE website. A final version will be published on August 1, 2013. 

· On May 8, the ODE Accommodations Panel will review all kindergarten assessment materials and recommend practices and procedures to provide equitable access for entering kindergarteners.
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