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Topic: ODE Legislative Update
Date: May 16, 2013
Staff/Office: Jan McComb, Board Staff
Action Requested:  FORMCHECKBOX 
 Informational Only    FORMCHECKBOX 
 Adoption Later    FORMCHECKBOX 
  Adoption    FORMCHECKBOX 
 Adoption/Consent Agenda
ISSUE BEFORE THE BOARD: ODE Legislative Update
BACKGROUND: 
The 77th Oregon Legislative Assembly convened Feb. 4 and quickly got down to business scheduling multiple bills each day. For education issues, most bills were referred to the Senate Education and Workforce Development Committee chaired by Senator Hass, the House Education Committee chaired by Rep. Gelser, or the House Higher Education and Workforce Development Committee chaired by Rep. Dembrow.
ODE is tracking 417 bills. In addition to K-12 education-related bills, we are tracking some higher education bills and bills that affect state agencies, generally. 
As we are now past the deadline for moving first chamber bills (except for bills in Rules, Revenue, or Ways & Means), bills that did not move out of their policy committees are considered dead—however, the concepts within those bills could still be ressurected via amendment in another bill that is alive. In Oregon, you cannot amend any bill with any amendment; the amendment must be germane to the bill. This is judged by the bill’s “relating-to” clause. Bills that have “relating to education” clauses can fit a lot of disparate ideas compared with “relating to student education records.” This is the time of session when legislators and lobbyists seek out bills to amend in a last-ditch attempt to get their original legislation enacted or when late emerging issues need addressing, but it is too late to draft a new bill (however, Legislators get some “priority” bills they can have drafted after drafting deadlines). For example, last week a bill that reduced school district reporting on PE minutes was amended to include changing the dates for when districts had to send in their achievement compacts. That bill was “relating to education.”  
Committees did not receive many second chamber bills. House Education has eight Senate bills, and has passed two of them out of committee. Senate Education has 41 House bills, and has passed 16 of them out of committee. House Higher Education has four Senate bills and has passed one of them out of committee.
Committees are beginning to ask for informational hearings in lieu of bills to work. The Department of Education will be presenting on the Oregon School for the Deaf, the Quality Education Model, Dual Credit, and the Career-Technical Education programs. Meanwhile, Ways & Means has begun to schedule bills referred to it because they have a fiscal impact. These bills, and their cost, will be considered as the Legislature puts together the department’s budget, scheduled for May 9. 

LEGISLATIVE CALENDAR:

Jan. 14-16: Legislature meets and organizes

Jan 18: Session bill request deadline

Feb. 4: Session begins

Feb. 18: Deadline for Legislative Counsel to complete bill drafting

April 8: Deadline for committees to post work sessions on first chamber bills

April 18: Deadline for committees to move out first chamber bills

May 20: Deadline for committees to post work sessions on second chamber bills

May 31: Deadline for policy committees to move second chamber bills

June 28: Target for adjournment

July 13: Constitutional adjournment date
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