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ISSUE BEFORE THE BOARD: Approval of new community college programs: 

· Klamath Community College, Accounting (Associate of Applied Science Degree)

BACKGROUND: ORS 341.425 directs the State Board of Education to approve all proposed community college programs. ORS 344.259 directs the board to coordinate continuing education in lower division, developmental, adult self-improvement, professional and technical education for agencies under its regulatory authority.


341.425 Approval required to commence or change program and for transfer credits. 


(1) Before an educational program is commenced at any community college, the board of education of a community college district shall apply to the State Board of Education for permission to commence the program. After the first year of the program, course additions, deletions or changes must be presented to the State Board of Education or a representative of the Department of Community Colleges and Workforce Development authorized to act for the state board for approval.

(2) Until the community college becomes accredited by the Northwest Association of Schools and Colleges or its successor, the community college shall contract with an accredited community college for its instructional services, including curricula, to ensure its courses carry accreditation and are acceptable for transfer.


(3) After reviewing the contractual agreement between the non-accredited and the accredited colleges and after suggesting any modifications in the proposed program of studies, the State Board of Education shall approve or disapprove the application of a district. [Formerly 341.560; 1971 c.513 §89; 1991 c.757 §6; 1995 c.67 §17; 1997 c.270 §1; 1999 c.147 §§1,2]

344.259 Coordination of continuing education. (1) The State Board of Education shall coordinate continuing education in lower division, developmental, adult self-improvement, professional and technical education for agencies under its regulatory authority. The State Board of Higher Education shall coordinate continuing education in upper division and graduate education for institutions under its jurisdiction.

STAFF RECOMMENDATION: The Commissioner and Staff Recommend Adoption of the Following Resolution:
RESOLVED, that the State Board of Education approve the following programs:

Accounting Associate of Applied Science (AAS) degree at Klamath Community College.
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Action Item

	Policy Issue: Staff Action on New Career and Technical Education Programs


Proposed Community College Program

State Board Standards--Staff Analysis Abstract

	Name of College:
	Klamath Community College

	Program Title:
	Accounting

	Proposed Start Date:
	Fall
	2013

	Board Submission Date:
	May 16-17, 2013

	Adverse Impact Completed:
	January 2, 2013

	Type of Program: 
	

	(Associate of Applied Science Degree
Credits:
95

CIP Code:
52.0301



CIP Title:
Accounting


(
Option Title
Credits:




CIP Code:



CIP Title:



(
Certificate of Completion
Credits:



CIP Code:


CIP Title:



(
Business and Industry (closed enrollment)



	Assurances:  The College has met or will meet the four institutional assurances required for program application.

	1. Access.  The college and program will affirmatively provide access, accommodations, flexibility, and additional/supplemental services for special populations and protected classes of students.

2. Continuous Improvement.  The college has assessment, evaluation, feedback, and continuous improvement processes or systems in place.  For the proposed program, there will be opportunities for input from and concerning the instructor(s), students, employers, and other partners/stakeholders.  Program need and labor market information will be periodically re-evaluated and changes will be requested, as needed.

3. Adverse impact and detrimental duplication.  The college will follow all current laws, rules, and procedures and has made good faith efforts to avoid or resolve adverse intersegmental and intrasegmental impact and detrimental duplication problems with other relevant programs or institutions.

4. Program records maintenance and congruence.  The college acknowledges that the records concerning the program title, curriculum, CIP code, credit hours, etc. maintained by the Department are the official records and it is the college’s responsibility to keep their records aligned with those of the Department.  The college will not make changes to the program without informing and/or receiving approval from the Department.


	Summary

	Students completing the Associate of Applied Science (AAS) degree in Accounting will be prepared for a variety of occupations in accounting, finance, general business, marketing, and administrative occupations. 



	Program Highlights


	Standards:  The College has met the five program approval standards.

	1. Need
	The community college provides clear evidence of the need for the program.

	
	According to the Oregon Labor Market Information System employment for “Accountants and Auditors (13-2011)” in Oregon is expected to be much larger than the statewide average for all occupations. This occupation is expected to grow at a somewhat faster rate than the statewide average growth rate for all occupations through 2020. The total number of job openings is projected to be much higher than the statewide average number of job openings for all occupations through 2020.

Information from the Oregon Labor Market Information System for “Bookkeeping, Accounting, and Auditing Clerk (43-3031)” also states that “Employment in this occupation in 2010 was much larger than the statewide average for all occupations. This occupation is expected to grow at about the statewide average rate for all occupations through 2020. The total number of job openings is projected to be much higher than the statewide average number of job openings for all occupations through 2020. Reasonable employment opportunities exist for trained workers.

In addition, there is strong local support for students with accounting-related education; opportunities exist across several industries such as the school districts, tax preparer’s offices, and other governmental, non-profit, and professional organizations.


	2. Collaboration
	The community college utilizes systemic methods for meaningful and ongoing involvement of the appropriate constituencies.

	
	This program reflects coursework that has been developed and offered consistently at Klamath Community College (KCC) as an “emphasis” area within the Business Administration degree. Careful collaboration has taken place between high schools, Oregon Institute of Technology (OIT), Southern Oregon University, and other institutions to make certain that the coursework is consistent with other comparable programs. 
The lead faculty for accounting at KCC is a former Certified Public Accountant (CPA) and licensed tax consultant with over 15 years of experience in this industry. She carefully monitors regulatory changes and industry updates and revises the curriculum as needed. Ongoing collaboration with local industry also serves to keep the program content relevant and provide employment opportunities for graduating students.

This new program degree was also reviewed in depth and unanimously approved by the KCC Business and Management Program Advisory Committee, which represents local industry, the Small Business Development Center, WorkSource Oregon, OIT, and community organizations.


	3. Alignment
	The community college program is aligned with appropriate education, workforce development, and economic development programs.

	
	The degree is designed for both direct entry into the workforce and for articulation to 4-year programs. 
Alignment of the Accounting AAS allows students who elect to transfer on to the university level to pursue additional coursework toward several optional certification programs. Examples of these certifications and/or areas of specialization include:

•  Public Accounting

     o  Certified Public Accountant (CPA)

     o  Accredited in Business Valuation (ABV)

     o  Certified Fraud Examiner (CFE).  

     o  Certified Financial Forensics (CFF)

     o  Certified Information Technology Professional (CITP)

     o  Taxation

•  Private Accounting

     o  Certified Managerial Accountant (CMA)

•  Governmental Accounting

     o  Internal Revenue Service (IRS)

     o  Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) 

     o  Securities and Exchange Commission (SEC)


	4. Design
	The community college program leads to student achievement of academic and technical knowledge, skills, and related proficiencies.

	
	This degree program was designed with particular focus on technical skill attainment and application. With a foundation of academic rigor in writing, math, computer applications, and other general education coursework, all remaining program coursework has been carefully selected based on both industry needs and expectations of the transfer universities. 
Coursework in accounting begins at the introductory level, progressing to completion of advanced coursework, computerized accounting, and managerial analysis of accounting information. Significant coursework in management, personal finance, business law, and economics serves to round out the academic coursework and support individual student interest as well. 
This degree is designed to allow flexibility in regard to selection of elective courses, which will directly assist both student employment opportunities and successful transfer to bachelor’s programs. Careful alignment is also in place with other business program degrees and certificates at KCC to allow for enhanced opportunities for students wishing to complete additional awards.


	5. Capacity
	The community college identifies and has the resources to develop, implement, and sustain the program.

	
	This program content has been offered under the Business Administration program for several years; program content has been carefully evaluated and revised as needed. Course content, including outcomes, curriculum, syllabus, textbook, and resources are monitored and updated per industry standards and transfer university requirements. Alignment that addresses the unique needs of small businesses is consistently addressed through ongoing conversation with local business and the Small Business Development Center.
No additional resources are needed. By moving this coursework to a “stand alone” degree program, it will also simplify the process of offering this degree in a distance education format in the future. Qualified faculty and appropriate textbooks and resources are already in place.
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The Commissioner and Staff Recommend Adoption of the Following Resolution:

RESOLVED, that the State Board of Education approve the Accounting Associate of Applied Science (AAS) degree program at Klamath Community College.
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