STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION – TOPIC SUMMARY
Topic: Oregon Connections Academy (ORAC) in Scio School District Closure
Date: May 21, 2015
Staff/Office: Kate Pattison/Office of Learning
Action Requested:
Informational Only
Adoption Later
Adoption
Adoption/Consent Agenda

ISSUE BEFORE THE BOARD:
Approval for the assets from closing Oregon Connections Academy (ORCA) in Scio School District be disbursed to the
charter school’s governing board’s new virtual public charter school sponsored by the Santiam Canyon School District.

BACKGROUND:
According to ORS 338.105, if a charter is terminated or a public charter school is dissolved, the assets of the public charter
school that were purchased with public funds shall be given to the State Board of Education. The State Board of Education
may disburse the assets of the public charter school to school districts or other public charter schools. However, according to
Education Department General Administrative Regulations (EDGAR), any assets purchased with the federal Charter School
Program grants must be distributed to other like federal grant sites, which would be charter schools.
The Oregon Department of Education (ODE) received a request for the assets to be transferred from the ORCA sponsored
by Scio School District to the ORCA sponsored by Santiam School District where the charter school will be operating
beginning in the 2015-16 school year. The assets were purchased with public funds and must be distributed to public schools,
public charter schools and/or school districts. It is allowable for the assets to transfer to the newly sponsored charter school.
This is the third charter school in Oregon to successfully change school districts by applying for new sponsorship under a
different district. In June 2012 and September 2013, the State Board of Education approved similar asset distributions to
charter schools that changed sponsors (one of those schools was a virtual public charter school). In these situations, as with
this school, the student population and charter school staff are not significantly changing.
The Scio School District has requested that the 15 fire proof file cabinets currently located within the Scio High School be
distributed to the Scio School District for the retention of student records associated with the closing ORCA.

POLICY QUESTIONS:
None

STAFF RECOMMENDATION:
ODE staff recommend approval of the transfer of assets from the ORCA in Scio to the ORCA in Santiam Canyon except for
the 15 fire proof file cabinets to be distributed to the Scio School District.

Attachments

Distribution request from ORCA
Distribution request from Scio SD
Letter of support from Santiam Canyon SD
ORCA Fixed Asset Listing – Exhibit A
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