STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION – TOPIC SUMMARY

Topic: English Language Proficiency (ELP) Standards Adoption
Date: October 17, 2013
Staff/Office:  David Bautista and Martha I. Martinez (Office of Education Equity)
Action Requested:  FORMCHECKBOX 
 Informational Only    FORMCHECKBOX 
 Adoption Later    FORMCHECKBOX 
  Adoption    FORMCHECKBOX 
 Adoption/Consent Agenda
ISSUE BEFORE THE BOARD:

Oregon has been provided with final draft of the new English Language Proficiency (ELP) Standards (available at http://www.ode.state.or.us/search/results/?id=36). The standards were developed by WestEd, under contract with CCSSO, and in collaboration with the eleven ELPA21 consortium states and Stanford University’s Understanding Language. Consistent with its lead role in the ELPA21 consortium, Oregon actively participated in the ELP standards review and development process and the feedback we provided throughout the process was instrumental in shaping the final ELP standards that are under consideration for adoption today.
BACKGROUND: 
The new ELP Standards, developed for K, 1, 2-3, 4-5, 6-8, and 9-12 grades, highlight and amplify the critical language, knowledge about language, and skills using language that are in college-and-career-ready standards and that are necessary for English Learners to be successful in schools. These standards were presented at the last state board meeting on September 19, 2013. Assistant Superintendent David Bautista and a member of his staff, Martha I. Martinez, provided an overview of the development process and the stakeholder feedback Oregon received, including who was involved in the various reviews, how the standards evolved, and a summary of the feedback Oregon received on the August draft standards. In addition, several files further documenting Oregon’s stakeholder involvement and feedback on the ELP standards were shared with state board members at the September board meeting and are available at http://www.ode.state.or.us/search/page/?id=3997. 
Some of the questions from the board at the September meeting concerned how the ELP standards would be received in our rural schools and whether, considering the shortened development and review timeline, the final standards were of high quality. School staff from a large, medium and small district who participated in the review process provided testimony in support of the new ELP Standards, and helped to answer these questions. In addition, ODE staff shared with the board the positive feedback expressed about our new standards and supplementary materials from the other ELPA21 states and from a representative from TESOL International. In terms of stakeholder feedback since August, the field has expressed a strong interest in moving forward with the new ELP standards so that they can begin to better understand them and their instructional implications.  
At present, Oregon has ELP standards for English Language Arts (ELP for ELA) and ELP standards for English Language Development (ELP for ELD). These were adopted in 2003, prior to the adoption of the Common Core State Standards (CCSS), and, as such, need to be updated.  On March 7, 2013, staff from ODE shared with the state board the initial packet from CCSSO/WestEd that launched the ELPA21 states’ work to develop new ELP standards that would correspond to the both the CCSS and the next Generation Science Standards. The new ELP standards under consideration for adoption are the result of this work.
ESEA Flexibility Requirements:

By submitting the waiver for flexibility, Oregon assured the United States Department of Education that it would adopt English Language Proficiency (ELP) standards corresponding to the State’s college- and career-ready standards, consistent with the requirement in ESEA section 3113(b) (2), and that reflect the academic language skills necessary to access and meet the new college- and career-ready standards, no later than the 2013–2014 school year. 
English Language Proficiency Assessment for the 21st Century (ELPA21) Requirements:
In order to participate in the ELPA21 consortium, ODE was required to submit a Memorandum of Understanding indicating that Oregon would adopt common ELP standards to develop test items for our proposed new assessment, ELPA21. This assessment is expected to be piloted in 2015/16 and, upon adoption by the State Board, implemented in 2016/17. (The ELPA21 Memorandum of Understanding can be found as Appendix 8 at http://www.ode.state.or.us/search/page/?id=3997).

Instructional Materials Adoption:
In October 2014, the State Board of Education is scheduled to adopt new instructional materials for English Language Proficiency and Development (ELP/D) and for mathematics that are aligned to the Common Core State Standards.  A committee is scheduled to meet October 18, 2013, to develop the criteria that will be used to evaluate the new instructional materials. It will very difficult to move forward with the scheduled instructional materials review and adoption process for ELP/D if the new ELP Standards are not adopted at today’s state board meeting.  
POLICY QUESTIONS:

Oregon, by virtue of its submission of the ESEA Flexibility Waiver and participation in the ELPA21 consortia, is required to adopt ELP standards corresponding with the CCSS no later than the 2013/14 school year. In addition, adopting the new ELP standards will help ensure that the review and adoption of new instructional materials for ELP/D proceeds as currently scheduled. Most importantly, the new ELP standards are designed to guide effective instruction for English Learners so that they develop the English language proficiency they need to meet the academic and graduation goals set forth in Oregon statute. 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION:
Staff recommends the Board adopt the new ELP standards.  
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