STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION – TOPIC SUMMARY

Topic: Eola Hills Charter School Waiver Request
Date: October 17, 2013
Staff/Office: Kate Pattison/Office of Learning, ISAA Unit
Action Requested:  FORMCHECKBOX 
 Informational Only    FORMCHECKBOX 
 Adoption Later    FORMCHECKBOX 
  Adoption    FORMCHECKBOX 
 Adoption/Consent Agenda
ISSUE BEFORE THE BOARD: Whether the State Board of Education should approve a request for Eola Hills Charter School to be located outside of the sponsoring district boundary for a temporary period of time after a fire destroyed the school building.
BACKGROUND: 
The Eola Hills Charter School serves 41 students in grades 1-12, and is sponsored by the Amity School District. Eola Hills Charter School opened as Ballston Community Charter School in September 2006. The school changed its name in 2013 to reflect the broader rural community it serves. The Eola Hills Charter Schools targets low-achieving, at-risk, and special needs students.
On Thursday, October 3, 2013, the Eola Hills Charter School building was completely destroyed by a fire. The fire began during school hours, but all students and staff were able to evacuate without injury. The School reopened in a temporary location the following Monday with almost full attendance. The McMinnville Seventh Day Adventist Church has offered space to the school temporarily until the school is able to find a more permanent location. Due to the rural nature of the community in which the school was located, finding an available site suitable for conducting school is a challenge. The Eola Hills Charter School board has started the process of looking for a building in which they may finish the school year and a permanent location for the school to continue operating for the remainder of the charter contract.
Both locations the school has found at this time are just outside the Amity School District boundaries and located in the McMinnville School District. Oregon Charter School law requires charter schools sponsored by a local district to be located within the boundaries of the sponsoring district. This waiver request is to allow the Eola Hills Charter School to be located outside of the Amity School District boundary for the remainder of the 2013-14 school year, while allowing Amity School District, the sponsor/authorizer of Eola Hills Charter School, to maintain all its responsibilities under ORS Chapter 338 including, but not limited to, transportation and the reporting of special education and other data to ODE.
The Amity School District is aware of this situation and supportive of the temporary relocation of the school in the McMinnville School District. The current charter contract will remain the same, all district responsibilities will remain that of the sponsoring district, and the charter school will continue to be responsible for transportation.

The McMinnville School District is aware of this situation and is not supportive of the charter school being located within the McMinnville School District boundaries for an extended period of time. The Superintendent raised policy questions related to the precedent, services, and possibility of the charter school seeking sponsorship of the McMinnville School District.

OAR 581-020-0341 Procedure to Waive Certain Provisions of the Charter School Law
(1) A public charter school may petition the State Board of Education for a waiver of any provision of ORS 338. The written petition must specify the reason(s) the charter school is seeking the waiver and any other relevant information.

(2) The public charter school must notify the sponsor if a waiver under this section is being considered. Waivers granted by the State Board to a charter school may require amending the charter under the provisions of OAR 581-020-0311(5).

(3) The State Board of Education, upon receipt of a waiver petition, will review the petition and may grant the waiver upon a showing that approving the waiver would:

(a) Promote the development of programs by providers;

(b) Enhance the equitable access by underserved families to the public education of their choice;

(c) Extend the equitable access to public support by all students; or

(d) Permit the development of high quality programs of unusual cost.

This request is consistent with waiver criteria as stated in OAR 581-020-0341.
POLICY QUESTIONS: 
· Does this create a precedent for a charter school to be located outside the boundaries of the sponsoring school district?

· Does a temporary relocation outside of the sponsoring district boundary create responsibilities for the other district?

· If the charter school is unable to find a new location, do the sponsoring district and the charter school have a clear plan for the future operation of the charter school and placement of students?
STAFF RECOMMENDATION: The Superintendent and ODE staff recommend approval of the Eola Hills Charter School waiver request until January 24, 2014. Staff also recommend requiring the charter school to provide an update to the State Board by January 6, 2014 regarding the future location of the charter school. This recommendation allows time for the Eola Hills Charter School and Amity School District to secure a temporary or permanent facility within the sponsoring district boundary while supporting a continuation of services to students and minimizing disruption.
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REQUEST OF WAIVER OF PROVISIONS OF CHAPTER  ORS 338.025(2)

Pursuant to OAR 581-020-0341 the request is as follows:

The Eola Hills Charter School formally requests a waiver from the requirement to be physically located
within the geographical boundary of our sponsoring school district for the duration of the 2013-14
school year, until June 30, 2014.

As you are certainly aware, the Eola Hills Charter School, located within the Amity School district caught
fire last Thursday, October 3, 2013 and was totally destroyed. The fire started about 1pm in our school
with a full complement of students and staff who successfully evacuated without injury.

Over the several days following the fire our board has called upon the community, parents, volunteers
and students to assist in any way possible to reopen our school. The McMinville Seventh Day Adventist
church made space available, temporarily in their church for our entire student body while efforts
continue to locate a suitable site.

It came to our attention that Willamette ESD has six vacant modular classrooms located at the south-
west corner of McMinville. After touring this site and conferring with our sponsoring district and Mike
Drunkel, Willamette ESD Business manager this site seems to provide a solution for our school.

We ask that the board grant this waiver only for physical location. The current charter and sponsoring
district relationships and structure would remain intact and in effect.

Sincerely,

Al Chridtensen
Eola Hills Charter School
Board Chair

(503) 550-8661




[image: image2.emf]
[image: image3.jpg]EDUCATION SERVICE DISTRICT

Dave Novotney, Ph.D.
SUPERINTENDENT

October 16, 2013

Samuel Henry, Chair

Oregon State Board of Education
255 Capitol Street

Salem, OR 97310

RE:  Eola Hills Charter School - Letter of Support
Chair Henry:

I am writing this letter to inform you of Willamette ESD's support of the Eola Hills
Charter School's requested waiver.

Willamette ESD has adequate space for the Eola Hills Charter School at our Yamhill
Center located in McMinnville. We currently have six vacant modular classrooms
located on our property that would meet the educational needs of this school. While
this location is not within the originally approved Amity School District boundaries, it
would be our pleasure to provide classroom space to this school in need.

By allowing the school to be moved to the Willamette ESD Yamhill Center, you will be
offering Eola Hills the ability to provide a stable location and smooth transition for the
staff, students and families that depend on this program for their children’s educational
needs.

Thank you for your consideration. Please feel free to contact me if you have any
additional questions.

Sincerely,

Ve 03>

Dave Novotney, Ph.D.
Superintendent

MARION CENTER YAMHILL CENTER
2611 Pringle Road SE 2045 SW Hwy 18
www.wesd.org

Salem, OR 97302 McMinnville, OR 97128

Phone: 503.588.5330 < Fax: 503.363 5787 Phone: 503.435.5900 < Fax: 503.453.5920
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Students watch as fire ravages Eola Hills Charter School

Written by Joce DeWitt Statesman Journal i
Oct. 13 statesmanjournal.com

Zoom

A fire consumes the Eola Hills Charter School on Thursday. All teachers,
staff and students were safely evacuated. / Diane Stevenson / Special to
the Statesman Journal

Students stood in an open field yards away Thursday afternoon and watched as
the more than 100-year-old church auditorium that housed their charter school
went up in flames.

All students and staff were reported safe after being evacuated to nearby fields
from the structure after the first reports of smoke. Sometime around 1 p.m., fire
agencies from across Polk and Yamhill counties responded to a first alarm at
Eola Hills Charter School in the 7500 block of Bethel Road in Rickreall.

Eola Hills Charter Fire

The fire was thought to have originated at the back of the structure, and after heavy smoke turned to
flames, firefighters initiated a second alarm.

By 4 p.m., investigators declared the school building a total loss. Debbie McDermott of the Yamhill County
Fire Investigation Team said no one was injured and nearby Bethel Church did not sustain any damage.

Fifteen-year-old Andrew Perez said he helped evacuate younger students to the field near the school
when they were alerted to the smoke.

“It was just smoke at first,” Perez said. “| gave one of the little kids my jacket to cover his face.”

School-board Chairman Al Christensen was among the group of onlookers on Bethel Road on Thursday
afternoon. He said it was too early to tell where the students would attend class next week. The board
intends to look for an open facility to house the students and staff who are in class Monday through
Thursday only.

“We have no leads at this point,” Christensen said. “We're still kind of in shock.”

The cause remained under investigation Thursday afternoon. McDermott didn’t expect to have answers as
to what caused the fire until sometime this morning. It was also too early to estimate damage.

Fire equipment from Amity, Dayton, McMinnville, Sheridan, West Valley, Southwest Polk and Dallas
assisted with the fire.

Perez began attending Eola Hills last year after he struggled with his grades at other schools. Watching it
burn was difficult, he said.

“It sucks,” Perez said. “l wasn't doing good with my grades so | came here and started getting straight
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The school began in 2006 and formerly operated under the name Ballston Community School. It changed
its name to Eola Hills Charter School on July 1. It moved locations to the auditorium near Bethel Church in
2008.

The building was constructed in the late 1800s and had recently undergone a facelift. Faculty and parent
volunteers spent hours in August painting and fixing the building with tools donated by local businesses.

Holley Goins has two children who attend the school and is a member of the parent-teacher organization.
She said watching the fire was like watching all the hard work go up in smoke.

“We put so much work into that building,” Goins said. “Weekends of work.”

“It's a sad day. This is a school that serves special-needs kids. We just went through painting of the
school in the summer months and it's just really sad that these kids are going to be displaced,”
Christensen said.

He said Eola Hills has 41 students enrolled and a capacity for 52. The school is public and students are
enrolled in grades 1-12. There are nine staff members, four of whom are teachers.
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