STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION – TOPIC SUMMARY

Topic: State Sponsored Charter School Site Visit Schedule 2013-14
Date: October 17, 2013
Staff/Office: Kate Pattison/Office of Learning/ISAA Unit
Action Requested:  FORMCHECKBOX 
 Informational Only    FORMCHECKBOX 
 Adoption Later    FORMCHECKBOX 
  Adoption    FORMCHECKBOX 
 Adoption/Consent Agenda
ISSUE BEFORE THE BOARD: Schedule for the annual site visits to the State Sponsored Charter Schools for the 2013-14 School Year. State Board of Education Members are invited to participate again this year at all four sites.
BACKGROUND: Charter school sponsors are required by ORS 338.095(2) to visit the charter school site at least annually. The Department has formalized these visits to include a full review of the charter school’s compliance with the terms and provisions of the charter school as well as to observe and experience the school’s program in session.

ORS 338.095 Annual report, visit and audit.

(2) A public charter school shall report to the sponsor and the Department of Education at least annually on the performance of the school and its students. A public charter school shall disclose in its report information necessary to make a determination of compliance with the requirements of this chapter. The sponsor or the sponsor’s designee at least annually shall visit the public charter school site and review the public charter school’s compliance with the terms and provisions of the charter.

In 2012-13, the Department conducted visits to each of the four campuses and invited Board Members to attend. Vice Chair Summers-McGee participated in the site visit to Eagle Charter School in Salem and Chair Henry participated in the visit to Four Rivers Community Charter School in Ontario. Charter school administrators and Board Members valued the experience and the department would like to include Board Members at each site visit this school year.
In coordination with the administrators of the state sponsored charter schools, the department has proposed these dates. State Board Members are requested to review the schedule and sign up for at least one site visit.

	Possible Dates
	# of Days Req
	School

	November 14, 18, 20, or 21
	1
	Southwest Charter School – SW Portland

	January 13-17
	1
	Eagle Charter School – Salem

	January 13-17
	1
	The Ivy Charter School – NE Portland

	April 28 – May 2 or May 5-9
	1 (plus travel on day before and following visit)
	Four Rivers Community Charter School - Ontario


POLICY QUESTIONS: None.
STAFF RECOMMENDATION: Department staff recommend at least one State Board Member participate in each site visit for the 2013-14 school year.
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