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ISSUE BEFORE THE BOARD: 

Update on implementation of the newly adopted Common Core State Standards (CCSS) in mathematics and English language arts (ELA). 
BACKGROUND: 

The State Board of Education adopted Common Core State Standards in mathematics and English language arts on October 28, 2010. Cheryl Kleckner and Mickey Garrison have co-lead implementation of the CCSS since January 2012. The CCSS Steering Committee formed by Cheryl Kleckner and Mickey Garrison is facilitating the implementation, guiding efforts at the policy level and serving as the main points of contact between ODE and the field. 

Support and Resource Development

Communication: 
General: ODE staff continues to provide ongoing communication about CCSS in all ODE communication venues.  In addition to the Superintendent’s Update, CCSS information is provided in the monthly EII and the Assessment Updates, and the Office of Student Learning and Partnerships (OSLP) includes this information in their communication venues.  Monthly updates from all of these sources are collated and provided in quarterly CCSS Updates posted on the CCSS website.
Specific: ODE staff created a Back-to-School communication packet to assist schools and districts in communicating with parents about the Common Core, The resources provided can be used as is or customized to best meet their needs.  It was recommended that schools/districts host at least one parent night on the Common Core.
Conferences and Meetings
National Conferences: CCSSO hosted a two day session that focused on Transitioning to New Assessments (August 21-22, 2013; Westin, Chicago, IL). A team from ODE attended and received feedback on Oregon’s plan for transitioning to a new assessment. Our team also benefited from rich discussion that dug deeply into the technical and policy issues that states face in transitioning from current state exams to common college and career ready assessments.

Internal Meetings: ODE staff has had several meetings to discuss an integrated approach to support the field regarding implementation of the CCSS, Educator Effectiveness and School Improvement. A recommendation from this workgroup will be sent to management by the end of September.
Regional and Statewide Meetings, Workshops, and Conferences: 
Common Core in Action: ODE continues to partner with COSA on regional opportunities to support the field on implementation of the CCSS. This year the regional series will focus on Elementary Math (K-2, 3-5) and ELA (K-2, 3-5) on the first day and Secondary Math (6-12) and ELA (6-12) on the second day. Participants on Day 1 in the elementary sessions will attend a half-day training in Math and a half-day training in ELA CCSS in their grade level band (K-2 or 3-5-6).  On Day 2, secondary teachers will spend a full-day in their subject areas (6-12). The fall sessions were designed to support the work being done through Oregon’s Direct Access to Achievement (DATA) regional CCSS implementation plans allowing participants to go deeper into content and receive coaching in areas of need. 
Business Round Table (BRT): Larry Glaze, Superintendent from La Grande, Cheryl Kleckner, Curriculum Director from Centennial and Mickey Garrison, Data Literacy Director from ODE, traveled to Washington D.C.  to present a $7.5 million dollar request to advance work started through Oregon’s Direct Access to Achievement (DATA) that focuses on implementation of the CCSS, formative assessment and instructional improvement which supports educator effectiveness. BRT will announce the four sponsored efforts on September 18, 2013. 
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