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ISSUE BEFORE THE BOARD: 
To present the State Board of Education an informational update regarding the preliminary Essential Skills data for the 2009-10 cohort (Class of 2013) and a preview of Essential Skills OAKS data for the 2010-11 cohort (Class of 2014).  In addition, an overview of 4- and 5-year cohort (graduation) rate calculation will be provided.  Finally, ODE staff with discuss an upcoming graduation policy review process, including timelines and deliverables.
BACKGROUND: 
The Essential Skills graduation requirements were adopted by the State Board of Education in June 2008.  The first three Essential Skills (Reading, Writing, and Math) were adopted and applied to students based on when they first entered high school, referred to as the “cohort year,” and are applied to students earning a regular or modified diploma.  The specific implementation plan for Essential Skills is based on a staggered approach:

- 2008-2009 Cohort – Reading

- 2009-2010 Cohort – Reading and Writing

- 2010-2011 Cohort – Reading, Writing, and Math

In addition to the staggered implementation plan, the State Board of Education has also adopted three primary assessment options by which students can demonstrate proficiency in each of the Essential Skills: 

1. State test (currently the Oregon Assessment of Knowledge and Skills, or OAKS, transitioning to the                Smarter Balanced assessment in 2014-15); 

2. Other standardized tests (such as SAT, ACT, etc.); and 

3. Work samples (local performance assessments scored using the official state scoring guides).

ISSUE OVERVIEW:

Preliminary Essential Skills data for the 2009-10 cohort 

ODE staff will provide state level information about the counts and percentages of students who used each assessment option (state test, other standardized tests, or work samples) to meet the Essential Skill of Reading and Writing (as reported and validated by districts). State level data will be disaggregated by subgroup. (The 2009-2010 cohort was the first group of students to be held accountable for demonstrating proficiency in the Essential Skill of Writing, in addition to Reading, as described above, as part of their graduation requirements in order to earn a regular or modified diploma.)
Preview of Essential Skills OAKS data for the 2010-11 cohort
ODE staff will also provide preliminary information on the current counts and percentages of students who have met the Essential Skill of Reading and Writing based only on state test results (OAKS), as districts will not submit information on other standardized tests or work samples until next spring. This information will be provided at the state level and disaggregated by subgroup. (The 2010-2011 cohort will be the first group of students to be held accountable for demonstrating proficiency in the Essential Skill of Math, in addition to Reading and Writing, as described above.)
Overview of 4- and 5-year cohort (graduation) rate calculation
In order to provide additional context, the breifing will include background information regarding how the 4- and 5-year graduation rates are calculated, along with an explanation of the full set of exit options available to students.  
Upcoming graduation policy review process
Finally, ODE staff will describe upcoming work focused on a full review of Oregon’s current graduation policies. This conversation will include background on the need for this exercise, along with a description of the process that will be used and a timeline of anticipated informational updates and decision-making points for various stakeholder groups.
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