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Tanzania Visit

From July 5-22, I visited Tanzania, East Africa, primarily in my role as a faculty member of the Graduate School of Education, Portland State University, but also as incoming chair of the Oregon State Board of Education having new experiences in education.  My mission was to experience Tanzanian culture, visit educational facilities and make progress on a memorandum of understanding between Mwenge University in Moshe, and Portland State University.  Following the signing of the agreement in 2011, another faculty member, Tom Chenoweth, had visited and the GSE faculty students and staff had donated over two thousand pounds of books for the new library in Mwenge.

Tanzania is a beautiful and vast country, populated by impressive resilient people, historically the descendents of exploitation, slavery, colonialism, and currently delineated by too much and too few: too much health crisis in the form of AIDs and other public health situations; insufficient food, potable water, school facilities, electricity and available education-especially for girls and women.

In two days of talks, we (Mwenge & PSU’s GSE) have agreed to initiate a series of steps for mutual exchange.  During that time I visited a couple of high schools, and a pre-school in an orphanage.  Much of the school work is done by memorization and recitation from memory—textbooks are in short supply.

In addition, I visited two game preserves on photo safari(lions, monkeys, giraffes, elephants, zebras, wildebeests), toured a Massai village, and enjoyed the food, beaches and people of Zanzibar.   I also visited an island fortress where Black Slaves were gathered and dispatched into the slave trade that included Europe and the Americas.  It raised many emotional issues about how we teach the Atlantic Slave trade in K-12 schools.
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Turkeye

During August 10-27 I toured Turkeye as part of a group affiliated with the Portland Turkish-American Community Center.  We visited several educational institutions including the museum of mosaics in Gaziantep, archeological digs at the site of the oldest religious site, so far, discovered on the planet, and several schools. One of the most impressive was a school for Syrian refugee children, housed in a facility that teaches in Arabic, Kurdish and Turkish.  Many students there are being cared for by social service agencies that help them relocate, find employment and food and clothing.  The middle school we visited was brimming with early adolescent energy, and as school ended for the day, they crowded around to greet to US visitor and get their pictures taken.  We heard from local staff that many had endured unspeakable horrors to be where they were now.  The latest estimate is that over a million children 0-18 have left Syria during the 2 year war.

The Netherlands

My principal reason for travel to the Netherlands was the European Higher Education Forum’s annual conference held at Erasmus University in Rotterdam, August 28-September 1st.  My scholarly presentation was entitled: ‘Aligning Higher Education with PK-20 for Social  Justice’ a case study of our OEIB work in Oregon.  Conferences for academics, are a primary source for professional development and the opportunity to share common experiences and research. Keynote speaker Sarah Guri-Rosenblit, from the University of Tel-Aviv was particularly inspirational as she examined the tendency to dichotomize ‘equity’ with ‘the meritocracy’.  I also attended sessions on 

‘student success’ (The Netherlands) ‘educational quality’ projects in Sweden’, ‘expectation driven curriculum development’ (in Austria) and PSU’s own director of Institutional Research’s paper on ‘pathways to degree completion’.  Rotterdam is an architecturally amazing city, of glass and steel, having been rebuilt since the Nazi bombings in 1940 destroyed almost 60% of the city including many medieval structures.

Dr. Samuel D. Henry is chair of the Oregon State Board of Education, a Member of the Oregon Education Investment Board, and in his ‘day job’, an associate professor of education at Portland State University with interests in policy & politics of education and culture and leadership.

