
Accommodations and 
Modifications 201

Taking the steps necessary to support all learners



Overview

● Calibration of Accommodations and Modifications 

● Documentation in the IEP

● Modified Grading

● Training of staff- Development of a Plan

● Additional Considerations



...an estimated 85 to 90 percent of students with 
disabilities can meet the same graduation standards 
as all other students, as long as they receive specially 

designed instruction and the appropriate access, 
supports, and accommodations...

-Achieve, 2016

https://www.achieve.org/files/Achieve_NCEO_111616.pdf 

https://www.achieve.org/files/Achieve_NCEO_111616.pdf


Check for Understanding
(Plickers Activity)



Let’s try some tougher ones...

● Notes on tests

● Hard copy of notes provided 

prior to class

● Alternating passing times

● Human scribe

● Calculator

ASK:

● What is the learning target?

● When should this be an 

identified support?

● How can some supports be 

taken care of through UDL?



Documentation in the IEP

● Be very clear and specific as to WHEN the accommodation or 

modification may be provided...

○ Specific classes?

○ Length of the assignment?

○ Learning target?

● Specify Accommodation or Modification- Otherwise, it may end up 

modifying unintentionally



So for example...
“Shortened Writing Assignments”- THIS STATEMENT MAY UNINTENTIONALLY MODIFY STANDARDS

● Accommodations
○ Shortened writing assignments when length does not change the learning target; or

○ Shortened writing assignments in science and social studies classes; or

○ Writing assignments shortened by 25% without changing learning target; or 

○ Use of a human scribe or technology when writing assignments are longer than one paragraph; or...

● Modifications
○ Writing assignments shortened by 50% for all assignments longer than one paragraph; or

○ Modified writing assignments - reduction in length, grading using the 6-point trait with “3” as proficient 

in all areas; or

○ Use of spell check/grammar check with replacement options on all writing assignments; or...



You try it!

Common Accommodations and/or Modifications seen in IEPs:

● Use of calculator

● Copy of notes provided

● Text-to-speech

● Notes on tests

● Alternate passing times

● ANY OTHERS?



What about “Modified Grading”

Modification: Passing grade is 40%

     Can you?  Yes.

        Should you?  Probably not.  



What about “Modified Grading”

MODIFIED GRADING ≠ MODIFIED STANDARDS
● Students KNOW when they’re not doing well
● It misrepresents how the student is actually doing when they go to high school
● It’s spaghetti against the wall

○ Not individualized
○ Not thoughtful
○ Not usually appropriate

Modified = INDIVIDUALIZED    Standards = EXPECTATIONS

Modified Standards = Individualized Expectations, and individualized expectations         
can still be rigorous



Ok, I get it...but what do I do first?



Step 1: Identify Your Systems Barriers

● Online Grading Programs

● Inflexible IEP Programs

● Student Information Systems and Course Coding

● Dual Credit Courses



Step 2: Identify Your Learning Targets

This may or may not already be done...

● Concept Maps, or

● Planned Course Statements, or

● Shared Syllabi, or
○ If these don’t already exist, SPEND TIME HERE

■ Creates buy-in from general education

■ WILL PROBABLY TAKE AN ENTIRE SCHOOL YEAR, AT LEAST

○ If these do exist, do a Universal Review of the standards

■ Standards should identify the WHAT, not the HOW



Step 3: Train ALL teachers together

Mythbuster...Special Education Teachers DO NOT all know how to modify

IT’S A PARTNERSHIP

The Content Expert with the Student Expert (Remember, modified means 

individualized, you have to know the student)



Step 3: Train ALL teachers together
What does training look like?

● Task Analysis Training- Break it down

STANDARD: Identify the relative 
position of simple positive 
fractions, positive mixed numbers, 
and positive decimals and be able 
to evaluate the values based on 
their position on a number line.  

Compare 
fractions, 
decimals, 
and mixed 
numbers by 
identifying 
their 
relative 
position on 
a number 
line

Indicate 
the 
approxi- 
mate 
location of 
decimals, 
fractions, 
and mixed 
numbers 
on a 
number 
line

Indicate 
the 
approxi- 
mate 
location of 
thirds, 
fourths, 
and fifths 
on a 
number 
line

Identify 
tenths in 
decimal 
form on a 
number 
line

Place 
halves in 
fraction 
form on a 
number 
line

Locate 
simple 
whole 
numbers 
on a 
number 
line

Draw a 
basic 
number 
line from 0 
to 10

This doesn’t have to be about 
modifying...it’s about identifying gaps in 
learning for ALL students



Step 4: Prioritize TIME 
● For each individual student, the content specialist (general ed teacher) and student specialist (special 

ed teacher) need to sit down together to INDIVIDUALIZE
○ Review of the supplementary aids and services

○ Review of the present levels

○ Development of how THIS STUDENT will receive credit in this course

● This will become easier over time, but initially buildings may need to provide conference time for 

teachers to meet
○ Round Robin?

○ Substitutes for coverage during preps?

○ Additional Hours?

○ Early start in August?

● Emphasize benefit to presence at the IEP meeting for ALL teachers



Additional Considerations

● Training on Universal Design for Learning to ALL

● Communication with parents

● Connections with transition goals

● Student involvement in Individualizing Process

● All new courses should include a task analysis of standards (sustainability)

● Use of instructional assistants in supporting modifications



Contact Information

Glover_Melissa@salkeiz.k12.or.us

503-399-3101

mailto:Glover_Melissa@salkeiz.k12.or.us

