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Goals

• Investigate what research says about 
teaching reading

• Identify the elements of effective reading 
instruction

• Discuss and plan next steps to improve 
reading instruction
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Literacy Instruction!

It took the species 2000 years of insights to 
develop an alphabetic system. A child is given 

2000 days to gain the same insights.

MARYANNE WOLF

PROUST AND THE SQUID, 2007
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Time to Act:

A Carnegie Report
Snow, Martin, & Berman, 2008
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Center on Instruction
https://www.centeroninstruction.org/

Mary Wennersten Sept 2016



Skilled Reading: 
How the Brain Works
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Simple View of Reading
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Language 
Comprehension

Reading 
Comprehension

Gough and Tumner, 1986
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Basic Literacy

 Phonological Awareness

 Decoding (phonics) + Encoding (spelling)

 Vocabulary (academic + domain specific)

 Fluency (accuracy + automaticity + access meaning)

 Comprehension (literary & informational)

 Stamina (productive struggle)

 Connect Reading to Writing

Fundamental of Literacy Instruction & Assessment Prek-6
Hougen & Smartt - 2012 
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Fundamentals of 
Literacy and 
Assessment Prek-6
Hougen & Smartt, 
2012

Research-Based Methods of 
Reading Instruction for ELL
Linan-Thompson & Vaughn, 2007

IES - Teaching Academic Content and Literacy to English 
Learners in Elementary and Middle School, 2014

https://ies.ed.gov/
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Intermediate Literacy
 Vocabulary (academic & domain specific)

• Morphology (smallest unit of meaning)
Latin roots  

Greek combining form

• Background knowledge
Linking concepts 

 Comprehension of complex text
Syntax/ Grammatical Structure

Link ideas across text

Summarize

 Continue to build a stamina

 Connect Reading to Writing

Does Discipline Literacy have a place in 
Elementary School?
Reading Teacher, Shanahan & 
Shanahan - 2014 
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IES – National Institute for Literacy , 2007 

McREL – Teaching Reading in the 
Content Areas, 3rd Edition

Fundamentals of 
Literacy 
Instruction and 
Assessment 6-12 
Hougen, 2014

https://ies.ed.gov/
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Catching Up?

How fast can a 3rd 

grader, reading 2 years 

behind, catch up to 

grade level?
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Educators as Physician
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Assessment and Data Analysis

Strengths Weaknesses

Assessment Data we have Assessment Data We Need
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Distinguishing Formative 
Assessment from other Educational 

Assessments
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Universal Screener/Benchmark

Progress Monitoring

Diagnostic

Formative

Summative

Comprehensive 
Assessment 

System
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Grades 
2-3

Mary Wennersten Sept 2016 21



Grades 
4-12
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Instruction
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Focus on instruction

24

Tina Pelletier, 2010

Arizona State Literacy Committee meeting 

10-15
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Vaughn Gross Center for Reading and Language Arts, 2007

Explicit Explicit instruction with modeling

Systematic Systematic instruction with scaffolding

Practice Multiple opportunities for students to respond 
and practice

Assessment Ongoing assessment (progress monitoring)

Feedback Immediate corrective feedback

Features of Effective Reading Instruction
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What Good Readers and 
Critical Thinkers Do…

locate and identify important information.

recognize relationships that exists among the 
ideas presented in a text and between those 
ideas and what the reader already knows.

organize ideas into a mental pattern or 
sequence that makes sense to the reader.

McREL pg. 25
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Key Advances

Reading
◦Balance of literature and informational texts
◦Text complexity
◦Foundational skills

Writing
◦Emphasis on argument and informative/explanatory 
writing
◦Writing about sources

Speaking and Listening
◦Inclusion of formal and informal talk

Language
◦Stress on general academic and domain-specific 
vocabulary
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RESEARCH SUPPORTING 
KEY ELEMENTS OF THE STANDARDS

Appendix A
Reading: Text Complexity Pages 2-16

Reading: Foundational Skills Pages17-22

Writing Pages 23-25

Speaking and Listening Pages 26-27

Language Pages 28-31

Vocabulary Pages 32-35

Bibliography and Glossary of Key Terms Pages 36-43
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Foundational Skills
Print Concept Phonological

Awareness
Phonics/Word 

Recognition
Fluency

Kindergarten
X X X X

1st Grade
X X X X

2nd Grade
X X

3rd – 5th Grade
X X
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Phonological Awareness Instruction

Strengths Weaknesses

Assessment Data we have Assessment Data We Need
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Phonological Awareness Continuum

Blending phonemes into words, 

segmenting words into individual 

phonemes, and manipulating phonemes 

in spoken words

Blending or segmenting the initial 

consonant or consonant cluster (onset) and 

the vowel and consonant sounds spoken 

after it (rime)

Blending syllables to say words or 

segmenting spoken words into syllables

Segmenting sentences into spoken 

words

Producing groups of words that begin 

with the same initial sound

Matching the ending sounds of words

/k/ /a/ /t/

/sh/ /i/ /p/

/s/ /t/ /o/ /p/

/m/   /ice/

/sh/  /ake/

/mag/  /net/

/pa/  /per/

The dog ran away.

1      2    3      4

ten tiny tadpoles

cat, hat, bat, sat

ExamplesDescriptionType

PHONEMES

ONSETS AND 
RIMES

SYLLABLES

SENTENCE 
SEGMENTATION

ALLITERATION

RHYME 
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Phonemic Awareness

• The ability to hear identify, and manipulate phonemes 
in spoken language

Identify Isolation

Blending Segmentation

Manipulation - Deletion

Addition

Substitution
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Alphabetic Principal Instruction

Strengths Weaknesses

Assessment Data we have Assessment Data We Need
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40+ 

sounds

26 letters

15 one-to-one sounds  
b, l, m, t...

11   2+ sounds    
a, e, i, o, u, c, g,   

n, s, x, y

letter groups

Alphabetic Principle

blends digraphs trigraphs

cl
spr
thr

ch
th
sh

tch
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Picture Cues
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Phonics and Spelling Instruction

Strengths Weaknesses

Assessment Data we have Assessment Data We Need
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6 Syllable Types
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American Federation of Teachers 
(2005/2006)    http://www.aft.org/sites/default/files/periodicals/Moats.pdf
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Morphology Instruction

Strengths Weaknesses

Assessment Data we have Assessment Data We Need
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Morphology

• The mental system involved in word formation or the branch of 
linguistics that deals with words, their internal structure, and 
how they are formed."

– (Aronoff & Fudeman, 2005, p. 2)

• Also called structural analysis

Mary Wennersten Sept 2016 41



K……………..2        3            4           5………….…8+

Phonological 
awareness

Alphabet

Sounds

Decoding & 
Spelling

Compound 
Words

Prefixes and 
Suffixes

syllable 
division 
patterns

Latin 
roots

Review of 
all 
previous 
material

Greek Combining 
Forms

The Continuum of Integrated Decoding and 
Spelling Instruction

Syllable 
Patterns

K., Marcia. Unlocking Literacy: Effective Decoding & Spelling Instruction. 2nd. Baltimore, 
MD: Paul H Brookes Publishing, 2010. Print. 
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www.cdl.org

58%
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Multisyllabic Word Identification 

Using Structural Analysis

• H – highlight the prefix  
and/or suffix parts

• I – identify the sounds in 
the base/root word

• N – name the base/root word
• T – tie the parts together
• S – say the word

(adapted from Archer, Gleason & Vaughn, 2000)

exportable

unlikely

disagreement

unexpectedly
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Fluency Instruction
Strengths Weaknesses

Assessment Data we have Assessment Data We Need
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Defining Fluency
…”reading at an appropriate rate, with accuracy 

and prosody.”

Hasbrouck and Hougen

Accuracy: reading words correctly

Automaticity: reading words and connect with ideas

without a pause

Access: the meaning of what you are reading
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Engagement Strategy for 
Small Group Instruction

quick   sings    jumps    grass  quick   glass

47

sings    quick    grass    jumps  last   grass

at last       is quick       sings to me     in the grass

Then I set him free.     A cricket jumps fast.

Mary Wennersten Sept 2016



Sentence Level Practice
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Text Selection For Instruction

Decodable 
Text 

Read 
Alouds

Leveled 
Text

49

Data Driven Instructional Needs
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Vocabulary Instruction

Strengths Weaknesses

Assessment Data we have Assessment Data We Need
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Three types of vocabulary words

1. Common words – includes the most basic words

2. Academic words – words that students see and 
use often across domains and content

3. Content specific – rarely seen or used, taught just 
for instruction during the lesson/unit

51

Chapter 7 Vocabulary page 139
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The Four Ply Vocabulary Plan

Provide purposeful 
exposure to new 

words

Intentionally teach 
word meaning

Teaching word 
learning strategies

Offer Opportunities 
to use newly learned 

words

Essential 
components 

should include:

52

:

Michael Graves:
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Text Selection For Instruction

Decodable 
Text 

Read 
Alouds

Leveled 
Text
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Data Driven Instructional Needs
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Comprehension Instruction

Strengths Weaknesses

Assessment Data we have Assessment Data We Need
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Comprehension

"Intentional thinking during which 
meaning is constructed through 

interactions between text and reader" 
(Harris & Hodges, 1995). 

http://www.readingrockets.org/teaching/reading101/comprehension
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Organizational Patterns 
(Marzano et al., 1997)

These apply to the informational reading and writing 
processes.

1. Compare and contrast *

2. Descriptive patterns *

3. Episode pattern

4. Process/ Cause-Effect *

5. Time Sequence pattern *

6. Concept pattern 

7. Generalization/principle pattern
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Organizational Patterns 
(Marzano et al., 1997)

These apply to the literary reading and writing 
processes.

1. Compare and contrast
(characters, setting or plot)

2. Descriptive patterns
(characters, setting or event)

3. Cause-Effect
(conflict -resolution, problem-solution)

4. Time Sequence pattern
(events, actions, beginning - first, middle - then, end – finally)
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Center on Instruction
http://www.centeroninstruction.org/
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Informational 
Text

Structure

Descriptive

Compare and 
Contrast

Problem 
Solution

Chronological

Cause and Effect
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Description 

Purpose: to explain a topic, concept, person, place, event or object, by 
providing characteristics, features and/or giving examples. 

Signal Words and Phrases 

descriptive words (e.g., color, shape, size) 

position words (e.g., above, along, beside, between, in front of, near) 

appears to be   for example made up of 

characteristics for instance most important 

consists of   in fact specifically 

features looks like such as 

Comprehension Question Frames 

1. What is the subject being described? 

2. How is the topic being described (i.e., where it is, what it does, how it works, what it looks 
like, its classification)? 

3. What are the most important attributes or characteristics? 
 

Graphic Organizers 
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Do you have a systematic literacy program?

Strengths Weaknesses

Next Steps:
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Goals

• Investigate what research says about teaching 
reading

• Identify the elements of effective reading 
instruction

• Discuss and plan next steps to improve reading 
instruction
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Thank You!
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Mary Wennersten

mwennertsten2@gmail.com
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