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EL Identification or What?

2017 ODE/COSA

Special Education Administrators Annual

Fall Conference

Linda Brown/Kim Miller
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Expectations

• View ELSWD recent data.

• Learn about options for students with disabilities and 
are potential ELs.

• Discuss with colleagues implementation options.

• Provide feedback to ODE.

Survey Links

Your feedback is important.  Please go to:  
https://PollEv.com/free_text_polls/PjNd2qJuufEU7k8/
web
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Who’s in the room?

• Please fill out this survey.

• Choose the topic that most closely fits your role.

EL Identification Process

• Language use survey – completed upon enrollment

• Initial identification screener assessment:
− Woodcock‐Munoz

− IPT

− LAS (language acquisition scales)

− Stanford

− ELPA21
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Determination of EL

Based on the screener results, the student is identified 
as an EL or initially fluent speaker of English.

Time for EL Identification

ESSA and OCR requires the following timeline for EL 
identification:

− 30 days at the beginning of the school year 
or

− 14 days after the school year has started
• These are calendar days, not school days
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Word Catch Activity

Choose a word or phrase to describe how EL 
identification could be difficult for a student with a 
disability.

Identifying ELs with a Disability

Two distinct groups of students:

−Already identified as an EL – provided interventions– and still 
struggling academically 

• English Learner – Potential Disability

−Already identified as a student with a disability and the 
Language Use Survey has a language other than English

• Student with Disability – Potential EL
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ELSWD by Disability

Intellectual Disability, 
575

Traumatic Brain 
Injury, 21

Autism Spectrum 
Disorder, 722

Communication 
Disorder, 3626

Emotional 
Disturbance, 236

Hearing Impairment, 
122

Orthopedic 
Impairment, 49

Other Health 
Impairments, 303

Specific Learning 
Disability, 3710

Visual Impairment, 32

Jot Down Your Thoughts

Share with us any concerns with administering an EL 
identification screener for a student with a disability 
who is a potential EL.

• Think about students identified with intellectual disability, 
autism, traumatic brain injury, or  emotional disturbance.
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Identification Concerns

Rank the following disabilities in order of most 
difficult to determine EL status.

EL with Traumatic Brain Injury
(specific grade levels and all)

3 1

21

1 Traumatic Brain Injury KG Traumatic Brain Injury Total Traumatic Brain Injury
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ELs with Intellectual Disability

12 19

575

KG Intellectual Disability 1 Intellectual Disability Total Intellectual Disability

We’ve Thought About This As Well

What do you think about this student?

−What accommodations would you use to administer an 
EL identification screener?

−What decisions would you make?
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Table:  Talk/Chart

What accommodations/accessibilities would you 
provide?

−Add them to our poll for group discussion

Would you like options?

YES
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We’ve Thought About This As Well

What do you think about this student?

−What accommodations would you use to administer an EL 
identification screener?

−What decisions would you make?

Table:  Talk/Chart

What accommodations/accessibilities would you 
provide?



9/22/2017

11

Would you like options?

YES

What tools does your district have 
available?

• To understand the student’s needs?

• To assist in determine language acquisition and 
instructional needs?
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What decisions on EL identification can 
you make?

Requires team discussion:
− EL staff
− SPED staff
− Parent
− Building‐level administrator

− Content/grade‐level teacher(s)

Discuss this decision tree

• Discuss this at your table group

• What works and what doesn’t work for your district?

• What changes would you make to the decision tree?
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Decision Tree Discussion

What supports would you need to roll out this type of 
decision tree?
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How will you create policy and provide 
training on this decision process?

Other EL Presentations Today

• IEP considerations for ELs

• Exiting ELSWD from EL programs
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Who you going to call?

No, not Ghostbusters 

• Contact:
− Linda Brown

Linda.Brown@ODE.state.or.us

− Kim Miller
Kim.A.Miller@ODE.state.or.us


