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2023 Future K and Grade K ELPA Screener Updates 
The English Language Proficiency Assessment (ELPA) Screener became available in OR in 2018-19. This 
test is used in tandem with the Oregon Language Use Survey (LUS) to determine which students meet 
the federal definition for English learner status, and consequently qualify for English language 
development services. 

ODE and ELPA21 (the test vendor who develops the ELPA Screener) have been paying close attention to 
ELPA Screener testing data, particularly in the early grades. After examining test data from multiple 
years, analyzing the effects of previous changes to Future K and Grade K testing, and conducting linking 
studies to other measures of academic performance in Kindergarten, ODE has concluded that the 
evidence supports a change to both Future K and Grade K screening. 

Changes for 2023-24 
Beginning with the opening of the Future K window on March 1, 2023, a Proficient profile on the Future 
K Screener must include the following scores: 

 3 or higher in all non-exempt Reading, Listening, and Speaking domains 
 2 or higher in the non-exempt Writing domain 

Individual Student Reports (ISRs) in the Centralized Reporting System (CRS) will not reflect this change 
immediately. This means that districts will need to manually check proficiency for students who score 
Level 2 in Writing on the Future K Screener from March through at least July 2023, as some score 
reports may indicate that a student is not Proficient when in fact they do meet the new Proficient 
profile. There is no need to manually check proficiency for students who score 1, 3, 4, or 5 in Writing, as 
the overall proficiency determination listed on the ISR will be correct. 

The Grade K Screener will open on January 3, 2024. The cut scores for the Grade K Screener will be 
adjusted downward in all four domains (Reading, Writing, Listening, and Speaking). These changes will 
be incorporated into scores which appear in CRS. There will be no need to manually confirm proficiency. 

As a reminder, students entering Kindergarten who are testing August through December always test on 
the Future K Screener. Students entering Kindergarten in a future school year and who are testing March 
through July use the Future K Screener. Students entering Kindergarten in the current school year and 
who are testing January through July use the Grade K Screener. 

Changes for 2024-25 and beyond 
The changes listed above are temporary measures, intended to reduce testing inequities for students 
while ODE pursues longer term solutions in partnership with ELPA21. Existing efforts, such as item 
development and refinement, will continue. ODE will also conduct a full standard setting for both the 
Future K and Grade K Screener. During standard setting, educators will review Screener items at the K 
level. Their input will be used to establish new cut scores for performance levels 1-5 in all four domains 
(Reading, Writing, Listening, and Speaking), which will take effect as soon as they can be incorporated 
into the test development cycle. This process will include review and approval by the Oregon State 
Board of Education. 

ELPA21 also continues to monitor and adjust ELPA tests where appropriate. They will be reexamining 
the cut scores for the ELPA Summative across all grade bands. While this study focuses on the ELPA 
Summative, the information gathered may be found to have applicability for the Screener as well. 
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Context and Rationale 
ODE receives information about its tests from multiple sources, such as internal testing data, state- and 
vendor-conducted studies, and qualitative reports from practitioners in schools across the state. In the 
case of the Future K and Grade K Screener tests, the data from all of these sources converged to support 
the conclusion that, first, the ELPA Screener was measuring students against an overly rigorous 
standard, and, second, that previous changes were only partially effective in addressing this issue. 

Because the ELPA Screener is a year-round test, it is difficult to find the ideal time to make changes to 
cut scores. In the case of the change to the Future K proficiency profile, the final data analyses were 
completed shortly before the opening of the 2023 Future K test window. This meant either a 
compressed announcement timeline, or another year of testing students in what ODE has come to 
believe are inequitable conditions. Per ODE’s Equity Stance, the student-centered approach favors 
reducing inequity as soon as possible. 

Questions and Answers 
1. Are there any changes planned for the Grade K ELPA Summative? 

a. ODE currently has no changes to announce for cut scores or proficiency profiles on the 
ELPA Summative, in Grade K or any other grade band. 

2. When will the standard setting take place? Who will participate? 
a. The standard setting has not yet been scheduled. When the event is scheduled, ODE will 

recruit Oregon educators to participate. 
3. Did ODE consider removing the Reading and Writing domains entirely from the Future K and 

Grade K ELPA Screeners? 
a. This issue was discussed. Federal guidance, disseminated in writing via the 2015 Dear 

Colleague Letter (see pp. 10-11) and re-confirmed at events such as the February 2023 
COSA EL Collaborative conference, clearly indicates that state ELP screening instruments 
must test all four domains of Reading, Writing, Listening, and Speaking (although the 
Dear Colleague Letter grants implicit approval for measurement of “pre-reading” and 
pre-writing”). 

4. Is the new scoring profile retroactive? 
a. The updated profile is not retroactive to previous school years. The Future K scoring 

profile, and upcoming Grade K cut score adjustments, apply only to students testing on 
and after March 1, 2023. 

5. How does the Future K change interact with domain exemptions? 
a. There is no change in the use or function of domain exemptions. For the Future K 

Screener, a 2 or higher in Writing contributes to a Proficient profile regardless of which 
domains are or are not exempted for a student. If Writing is itself exempted, there will 
be no score to apply. 

6. What happens if a school or district mistakenly uses the old Future K scoring profile instead of 
the new Future K scoring profile? Or, what if we missed the original announcement and already 
tested students using the old Future K scoring profile? 

a. For most students, this will make no difference. It will only matter for a student who 
scores a 2 in Writing and 3+ in all other non-exempt domains. 

b. If the student has been reported to the ODE EL data collection, contact Title III Specialist 
Kim Miller. 

Contact Information 
Contact Ben Wolcott, ELPA Specialist, with questions or concerns regarding ELPA testing. 
Contact Kim Miller, Title III Specialist, with questions regarding Title III and the EL data collection. 

https://www.oregon.gov/ode/students-and-family/equity/Pages/default.aspx
https://www2.ed.gov/about/offices/list/ocr/letters/colleague-el-201501.pdf
https://www2.ed.gov/about/offices/list/ocr/letters/colleague-el-201501.pdf
mailto:kim.a.miller@ode.oregon.gov
mailto:ben.wolcott@ode.oregon.gov
mailto:kim.a.miller@ode.oregon.gov

