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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Welcome to this webinar on data use guidance for the Student Educational Equity Development Survey. In this session, you will learn about the steps the Oregon Department of Education recommends applying when exploring the results from the SEED Survey. 

mailto:ODE.SEEDSurveys@ode.Oregon.gov


About the Oregon Department of Education

• The Oregon Department of Education works in partnership with school districts, 
education service districts and community partners to foster equity and excellence 
for every learner;

• Together, we serve over 545,000* K-12 students and support 90,000* school 
employees, including teachers, administrators and classified staff;

• We believe every student should have access to a high-quality, well-rounded 
learning experience; and

• We work to ensure every student in Oregon graduates with a plan for their future.
*Numbers represent 2024-25 school year.
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The Oregon Department of Education works in partnership with school districts, education service districts and community partners to foster equity and excellence for every learner. The Student Educational Equity Development Survey, commonly referred to as the “SEED Survey,” provides student perception data on students’ access to a high-quality, well-rounded learning experience. The SEED Survey also shows, from the student perspective, how their plans for their future are developing.




How do students 
in Oregon really 
feel about their 
school?

The Student Educational Equity Development 
(SEED) Survey is a state-wide effort to hear 
directly from students about their experiences 
in schools. Students tell us about their:

 Sense of Belonging
 Access to Learning Resources
 Opportunity to Learn and Self-Efficacy 

Beliefs in Math, English Language Arts, and 
Science

 Engagement in Extracurricular Activities 
and Well-Rounded Education

 Planning for Post-Graduation and access to 
Career-Connected Learning experiences

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The Student Educational Equity Development (SEED) Survey is administered annually to students in K-12 schools across Oregon. The survey centers student voice by asking students to share about their schooling experiences. This information helps the Oregon Department of Education (ODE) better identify students’ needs and informs the development of resources designed to improve students’ social, emotional, and academic wellbeing. Prior to the SEED Survey, the main types of student data ODE collected were administrative (e.g., attendance, graduation) or were in the form of end-of-year test scores (e.g., English Language Arts, Mathematics, Science). While useful, the existing data did not capture the context of students’ experiences, such as the opportunities available to them at school or their sense of belonging. Without this information, it was difficult to identify which levers education systems could focus their efforts on in order to improve student outcomes.
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SEED Survey Administration
• An annual survey offered to public school students in 

grades 3-11 in Oregon
• Takes 20 minutes
• Districts in Oregon are required to make the survey 

available (ORS 329.078; OAR 581.022.2100)

• Parents and students can decline to participate in the 
survey

• Delivered to students on the Oregon Statewide 
Assessment System (OSAS) portal
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The SEED Survey is offered once a year in the spring. It takes about 20 minutes to complete. While districts are required to make the survey available to all 3rd through 11th grade students, students and their families choose whether or not to participate in the survey. The SEED Survey is part of the Oregon Statewide Assessment System; students take the survey on the same platform as the summative tests, which allows them to use the same accessibility supports used on tests and in their regular classroom activities.



Guidance for Using SEED Survey Data

Recommended steps:
1. Become familiar with the SEED survey domains and items 
2. Become familiar with the SEED data files 
3. Identify a question to develop a data exploration plan 
4. Prepare data files and explore the data 

Resource: Data Use Guidance
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The data files for the SEED Survey are quite large. ODE recommends moving through the following steps as a strategy for using the SEED Survey data efficiently:
1. Become familiar with the SEED survey domains and items 
2. Become familiar with the SEED data files 
3. Identify a question to develop a data exploration plan 
4. Prepare data files and explore the data 

This presentation will briefly describe each step and offer resources from the SEED Survey webpage to support your data exploration.

https://www.oregon.gov/ode/educator-resources/assessment/Documents/Guidance_for_SEED_data_use.pdf


1. Become familiar with the SEED survey 
domains and items
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
We begin with the first step, which is to become familiar with what is on the SEED Survey. The SEED Survey is a unique student perception survey instrument in the state of Oregon. It is strongly recommended that before any data analysis begins, you understand what students are asked on the survey.
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What Topics are on the SEED Survey?
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Access to Learning Resources
Students’ access to technology and other educational 

tools, materials, or supports

Opportunity to Learn
Students’ learning experiences within the classroom in 

relation to specific subjects or content areas.

Self-Efficacy Beliefs
Students’ sense of confidence in their academic skills 

and abilities. 

Sense of Belonging
How students feel welcomed, valued, cared for, and 

respected at school. 

CORE 
DOMAINS

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The topics on the SEED Survey are referred to as “domains.” Four domains are included on all surveys; these are referred to as the “core domains.” They are: Access to Learning Resources, Opportunity to Learn, Self-Efficacy Beliefs, and Sense of Belonging. These domains were selected by ODE for their connection to academic outcomes. For example, in educational research, students who self-report a high sense of belonging in their school setting tend to demonstrate higher levels of graduation rates. The core domains were chosen to provide additional context on other types of data school districts and ODE collects about students. 
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Additional Topics are on the SEED Survey
Well-Rounded Education
Students’ access to classes from a wide variety of 
disciplines as well as classes that are interesting to them. 

Career Connected Learning
How students have been taught about future careers and 
the opportunities they have been given to explore and 
prepare for their future career. 

Extra-Curricular Engagement
Students’ participation in extracurriculars and the 
extracurricular opportunities available to them. 

Post-Graduation Planning
Students’ educational, career, and other life plans after 
graduation. 

CORE 
DOMAINS

Well-
Rounded 
Education

Career
Connected
Learning

Extra-Curricular 
Engagement

Post- Graduation 
Planning
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
In addition to the four core domains, additional domains were selected to expand adults’ understanding of Oregon students’ experiences in schools. These additional domains are Well-Rounded Education, Career Connected Learning, Extra-Curricular Engagement, and Post-Graduation Planning. Unlike the four core domains, these additional domains are not included on every grade level survey. For example, Post-Graduation Planning is only included on the SEED surveys for students in grades 9, 10, and 11.
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Resources for becoming familiar with SEED Survey

On the SEED Survey webpage:
Under “Survey Items”

• SEED Domains and Sample Items
• Surveys for 3rd to 11th grade students

Under “SEED Survey Communication Toolkit”
• FAQ for Oregon students
• SEED Survey Overview for Families English | Spanish
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
On the SEED Survey webpage, you will find several resources to support your data exploration. For becoming familiar with the survey, ODE recommends starting with the SEED Domains and Sample Items resource. You may also want to browse one or two of the surveys. All surveys for students in grades 3 through 11 are posted on the webpage. The surveys are posted in all of the languages the survey is currently offered in. Another useful resource is the Frequently Asked Questions page. While the questions were developed with students in mind, they provide a quick overview of some of the questions teachers, parents, and district staff may have about the SEED Survey. ODE also created an overview resource for families that is available in English and Spanish.

https://www.oregon.gov/ode/educator-resources/assessment/Pages/Student_Educational_Equity_Development_Survey.aspx
https://www.oregon.gov/ode/educator-resources/assessment/Documents/SEED_Survey_Domains_and_Sample_Items.pdf
https://www.oregon.gov/ode/educator-resources/assessment/Documents/SEED_Survey_Domains_and_Sample_Items.pdf
https://www.oregon.gov/ode/educator-resources/assessment/Pages/SEED-Survey-FAQ.aspx
https://www.oregon.gov/ode/educator-resources/assessment/Pages/SEED-Survey-FAQ.aspx
https://www.oregon.gov/ode/educator-resources/assessment/Documents/SEED_Parent_Information_ENGLISH.pdf
https://www.oregon.gov/ode/educator-resources/assessment/Documents/SEED_Parent_Information_Spanish.pdf


2. Become familiar with the
SEED data files
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Once you are familiar with the SEED Survey, ODE recommends becoming familiar with the SEED data files. In this section of the presentation, we will describe the types of data files available for exploration.
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Available SEED Survey Results 

State Level Results District Level Results

ESD Boundary 
Level Results
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Three levels of results

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
SEED Survey results are shared at three levels of aggregation. The state and ESD Boundary-level results are shared publicly on the ODE website. Some of the district results are also shared on the ODE website; some results are only shared privately to the school district. 
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Data files available
Published by ODE:
• State level, by item and by 

domain
• ESD level, by item and by 

domain
• District level, by domain

Sent to district directly:
• District level, by item
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Here is a screen shot of the SEED Survey webpage. This is where you find the data files, which are downloaded as Excel files. SEED data files are shared in two main aggregations: by item and grade, and by domain score. The domain score data files can be disaggregated by student group and by grade. Student group data are collected from each student’s SSID. While district domain scores are publicly available, district results at the item level are only shared securely to the school district. Each district decides how and with whom to share item-level data files.
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Resources for becoming familiar with SEED data files

On the SEED Survey webpage
Under “Survey Items”

• SEED Survey Item Comparison by Grade
Under “SEED Survey Results and Specifications”

• Understanding SEED Domain Scores
• SEED Survey Data Suppression Rules
• Data files
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
For resources about becoming familiar with the data files, ODE recommends starting with the SEED Survey Item Comparison by Grade. This document maps out which SEED Survey items are the same or similar across grades and which are specific to a particular grade. Student responses are suppressed to protect confidentiality; you can learn more about the suppression rules in the Suppression Rules document. The data files are posted as downloadable Excel files. Information about survey participation can be found in the Excel files.


https://www.oregon.gov/ode/educator-resources/assessment/Pages/Student_Educational_Equity_Development_Survey.aspx
https://www.oregon.gov/ode/educator-resources/assessment/Documents/SEED_Survey_Item_Comparison_by_Grade.pdf
https://www.oregon.gov/ode/educator-resources/assessment/Documents/SEED_Survey_Item_Comparison_by_Grade.pdf
https://www.oregon.gov/ode/educator-resources/assessment/Documents/Understanding_SEED_Domain_Scores.pdf
https://www.oregon.gov/ode/educator-resources/assessment/Documents/Understanding_SEED_Domain_Scores.pdf
https://www.oregon.gov/ode/educator-resources/assessment/Documents/SEED_Survey_Data_Suppression_Rules.pdf
https://www.oregon.gov/ode/educator-resources/assessment/Documents/SEED_Survey_Data_Suppression_Rules.pdf


3. Identify a question to develop a data 
exploration plan
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Once you have become familiar with the survey and the data files, identify a question that you want to learn more about using SEED Survey data. Your question will determine your specific data exploration plan.
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Prompts to Explore
Is there a question in our district that data from the SEED Survey can 
clarify?  
How shall the question (or questions) be framed?  
Which SEED Survey data file (or files) are relevant for the question under 
exploration?  
What filters should we deploy to reduce the data set down to a 
manageable size?
Are we filtering by grade? By domain? By item within a domain? By 
student group?
Are we seeking to compare two sets of data, such as comparing the 
perceptions of 5th graders and 6th graders around their access to 
learning resources?
Are we exploring trends across grades, such as how students at different 
grade levels experience a sense of belonging in their schools?  
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Here is a set of prompts to explore to help focus your data question and your data exploration plan. The list of domains on the survey can be a useful resource to have on hand during the question-forming stage. Keep in mind that SEED Survey data can be used with other state and local data collections. Once a question is developed, ODE recommends identifying which data files you will access and how those files will be filtered. As mentioned at the beginning of this presentation, the SEED Survey data files are quite large. Expect to filter the file you are using to yield a manageable, focused set of data to work with. 
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Ideas for Questions

Looking for inspiration? 
Check out the research 
briefs ODE has published 
using SEED Survey data. 
Find the briefs on the 
SEED Survey webpage. 
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
For ideas about how SEED data have been explored by ODE staff, here’s a list of research briefs and publications. This is a screenshot from the SEED Survey webpage in the section “SEED Survey Results and Specifications.”
Keep in mind that some staff at ODE have access to student level data, which allows for those staff to conduct analyses that contextualize student perception data with other student level data collections, such as attendance, results on state tests, and 9th grade on-track. 



Identification
• Focus solely on deficits and ignore strengths
• Disregard findings that are surprising or unexpected
• Attempt to identify the responses of specific students

Interpretation
• Use SEED as the only indicator of student experience
• Interpret data based solely on personal experience 

and beliefs
• Look for individualistic as opposed to structural 

reasons to explain the findings

Action
• Attempt to develop student-level interventions
• Use SEED to determine performance level as part of 

teachers’ evaluation
• Make improvement plans without community and 

student involvement  

How Should Districts Respond to Student Voice?
DO

Identification
• Needs, strengths, and inequities in how existing 

systems support students
• Levers for increasing achievement and other 

associated outcomes (e.g., attendance, graduation 
rates)

Community-Based Interpretation 
• Share data with students, families, and staff
• Host data interpretation sessions
• Gather more data / draw on other datasets
• Involve students/staff in making meaning from data

Action
• Develop and implement a plan for addressing system 

gaps and inequities
• Connect with community partners to support students
• Use SEED to monitor progress and for continuous 

improvement

DO NOT

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The SEED Survey was designed for specific purposes. To help Oregonians use the SEED data appropriately, keep these “Do’s” and Don’t’s” in mind:
DO:
Do use SEED data to identify needs, strengths, and inequities in how existing systems support students. It can also be used to identify areas districts might want to focus on to increase achievement and other associated student outcomes.
When interpreting SEED data, do engage students, families, staff, and community partners in collective meaning-making. Additionally, districts can make use of different data they already have (such a results from local surveys or administrative data) to get a fuller picture.
In terms of taking action, districts should develop plans to address system gaps and inequities, as well as monitor progress. 
DO NOT
In contrast, do not use SEED Survey results to solely identify deficits. It is also important to not disregard unexpected findings. 
SEED Survey data should not be used in an attempt to identify the responses of specific students. The data are confidential and are not shared at a student-level. Additionally, the survey is not designed to be valid at that level. Some districts want to be able to use it as a screening tool, but it is not meant to be a way to identify specific students who are in need of resources, for example.
When interpreting SEED data, districts should not use it as a the only indicator of student experience or try to make sense of it via individualistic factors and exclusively their own experiences.
And then for action, SEED data should not be used to develop student-level interventions or as part of teacher evaluations. 





4. Prepare data files and explore the data
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Once you have a focused question to explore using SEED Survey results, you are ready to prepare your data files and explore the data.



Steps for preparing data files

• Download files
• Filter files to narrow down the information to what 

you are interested in looking at
• Customize layout of the data file for readability
• Consider using a reflection protocol 

• SEED Survey Data Reflection Protocol
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
For the final step, prepare the data files to allow you and/or your data review team to work with a focused, manageable data set. If working with a group, consider using a Data Reflection protocol which is provided on the SEED Survey webpage to guide the discussion.

https://www.oregon.gov/ode/educator-resources/assessment/Documents/SEED_Data_Reflection_Protocol.pdf
https://www.oregon.gov/ode/educator-resources/assessment/Documents/SEED_Data_Reflection_Protocol.pdf


Here to Help
Audrey Lingley

phone: 503-551-5014| email: audrey.lingley@ode.oregon.gov
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Thank you for watching this presentation. If you have further questions, please contact SEED Survey Specialist Audrey Lingley using the contact information on the slide.
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