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 Session Objectives 
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• The assessment implications of the “shifts” 
related to the adoption of the Common Core 
for ELA/Literacy 

• Further explore how Smarter Balanced 
developed the ELA/Literacy assessment to 
measure the knowledge and skills outlined in 
the Common Core 



  

  

  
  

 

 
 Key Shifts in ELA/Literacy 
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1. Regular practice with complex texts and their 
academic language. 

2. Reading, writing, and speaking grounded in 
evidence from text, both literary and 
informational. 

3. Building knowledge through content-rich 
nonfiction. 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Text complexity: part of the continuum. 



 
 

 
    

 
   

    
   
 

  

 
 Smarter Balanced Assessments 
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ELA/Literacy 
The overall claim for grades 3-8: 
“Students can demonstrate progress toward 
college and career readiness in English 
language arts and literacy.” 

The overall claim for grade 11: 
“Students can demonstrate college and career 
readiness in English language arts and 
literacy.” 



 

 
  

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

    
  

  

   
   

 

  
    

 

   
     

 

 
 ELA/Literacy Claims 

Claim 2 
Writing 

Claim 1 
Reading 

Claim 3 
Speaking & 

Listening 

Claim 4 
Research 

Students can read closely and analytically to 
comprehend a range of increasingly complex 
literary and informational texts. 

Students can produce effective and well-
grounded writing for a range of purposes and 
audiences. 

Students can employ effective speaking and 
listening skills for a range of purposes and 
audiences. 

Students can engage in research/inquiry to 
investigate topics, and to analyze, integrate, 
and present information. 
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 Claims/Strands 
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Smarter Balanced 
ELA/Literacy Claims 

• Reading 
• Writing 

• Speaking and Listening 
• Research 

Common Core 
ELA/Literacy Strands 

• Reading (RL and RI) 
• Writing (W) 
• Language (L)* 

• Speaking and Listening 
(SL) 



  

  

    

 
 

  

 
 

 

 
 

  

 
 

 

 
 Claims, Targets, and Standards 

Overall Claim 

Claim #1 Claim #2 Claim #3 Claim #4 

Assessment 
Targets for 
Claim #1 

Assessment 
Targets for 
Claim #2 

Assessment 
Targets for 
Claim #3 

Assessment 
Targets for 
Claim #3 
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 Claims, Targets, and Models 
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• For each of the different Claims, Smarter 
Balanced has developed assessment Targets
specifying the content of items that will be on the
summative assessments. 

• Targets are generally associated with a primary
CCSS, but most Targets address more than one 

• There are multiple models of item types for each
Target 

• Models are scenarios or descriptions of what an
item or activity might look like in order to assess
any given Target 



  

 
   

 
 

  
 

 
   

 

 
 Claims, Targets, and Models 
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• Each Target has anywhere from two to six
potential models; these are identified on the Item
Specifications Tables. 

• The Models each indicate the assigned item type
(SR, CR, or TE) and DOK. 

• For each item, item writers choose ONE of the 
Models and use the description provided to write
the type of item that has been identified. 

• Generally, there is at least one Model for each
Target that addresses SR items and at least one
addressing CR items. 



  
   

 
 

  
  

 

 
 

 
   

 
 

 

  
   

  
  

 

 

 
  

 

  

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

3rd Grade ELA 
Overall 
Claim 

Claim 

Content 
Category 

Target 

CCSS 

Overall Claim: Students can demonstrate 
progress toward college and career 

readiness in English language arts and 
literacy. 

CLAIM 1: Students can read closely and analytically to 
comprehend a range of increasingly complex literary and 

informational texts. 

Content Category 
Reading: Literary Texts 

Target 7. Language Use: Determine 
use of language by distinguishing 
literal from non-literal meanings 

of words and phrases used in 
context. 

3.RL.04 Determine the meanings 
of words and phrases as they are 

used in a text, distinguishing 
literal from non-literal language. 
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3.L.05 Demonstrate 
understanding of 

word relationships 
and nuances in word 

meanings. 

3.L.05a Distinguish the 
literal and non-literal 

meanings of words 
and phrases in 

context. 



   

 
 Targets for Claim 1: Reading 

Literary Text Target Heading Informational 
Text 
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Targets for Claim 2: Writing 
Target Target Heading Writing Purpose 



HB 2680 Work Group Report – Exhibit 5d

 

  

Targets for Claim 3: Listening 
Literary Text 

Target Target Heading 



 

  

 
 Targets for Claim 4: Research 

Target Target Heading 
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 Sample Item Spec/Item Map 

HB 2680 Work Group Report – Exhibit 5d

Information of Note: 
• Grade, Claim, Target, DOK identified 
• Standards listed; underlining shows what the 

target “could assess.” 
• Evidence Required 
• Allowable Item Types 
• Models for each of the Item Types 



  

 

 

 

 
 Smarter Balanced Item Types 

Selected Response 

Constructed Response 

Performance Tasks 

HB 2680 Work Group Report – Exhibit 5d



 

   
 

  
  

 

 
 Selected Response…. 
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• Can assess a broad range of content 
• Scoring is objective, fast, and relatively 

inexpensive 
• Less effective in measuring a student’s 

reasoning process and in assessing higher-
order thinking skills 



 

 
 

  

 
 Selected Response Item Types 
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• Multiple Choice, Single Correct Response 
• Multiple Choice, Multiple Correct 

Response 
• Two-part Multiple Choice, with Evidence 

Responses 
• Matching Tables 
• Hot Text 



  
 Multiple Choice/Multiple Response 
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 Multiple Choice/Evidence 
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 Multiple Choice/Evidence 

HB 2680 Work Group Report – Exhibit 5d



  
 Matching Table 
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 Hot Text 
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 Constructed Response/Short Answer 
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• Requires the student to generate a response 
as opposed to selecting a response 

• Called “Brief Write” or “Short Answer” in 
Smarter Balanced ELA/Literacy assessments 

• Allows students to show more complex 
thinking and analytical skills 

• Generally, blueprints allow for one SA item for 
Reading, one for Writing, two for Research 



 
 

 
    

 

 
 

 

 
 Constructed Response 
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• Brief Writes (CAT and PT) 
 Draft introductions, conclusions 
 Add a topic sentence or descriptive detail 
 Provide transitions, dialogue 
 Revise to eliminate errors 

• Short Answer (CAT Reading Items) 
 Identify themes, main ideas 
 Analyze structures, characters 
 Compare and contrast 



 

  
 

 
    

 
     

  

 
 Constructed Response 
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Research Short Answer 
• Compare sources to determine the most effective 

for a particular purpose 
• Locate information to support or challenge a 

particular claim or argument 
• Cite specific evidence that can be found within a 

source 
• Summarize information by paraphrasing while 

avoiding plagiarism 



  
 Constructed Response/Short Answer 

HB 2680 Work Group Report – Exhibit 5d



 
 

 
   

  
 

    

    

 
 Table Group Activity 
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Based on the Packet your table has been 
provided: 
• Identify the claim, item type, target, and depth of 

knowledge. 
• What specific CCSS is being measured? Find the 

specific wording of the standard. 
• What other item types would be possible for this 

target? 
• What discoveries or insights were gained by looking 

at the item map? 



   

   
    

     
  

  

 Setting the Stage: Sample Standards 
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8.RI.7: Delineate and evaluate the argument and 
specific claims in a text, assessing whether the 
reasoning is sound and the evidence is relevant 
and sufficient: recognize when irrelevant 
evidence is introduced. 



 

    
   

    
    

 
 Sample Standard #2 
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8.RI.9: Analyze a case in which two or more texts 
provide conflicting information on the same 
topic and identify where the texts disagree on 
matters of fact or interpretation. 



 

   
  

  
   

 
 Sample Standard #3 
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8.W.2: Write informative/explanatory texts to 
examine a topic and convey ideas, concepts, and 
information through the selection, organization, 
and analysis of relevant content. 



 

 
  

  
  

  
  

 

 
 Sample Standard #4 
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8.W.8: Gather relevant information from 
multiple print and digital sources, using search 
terms effectively; assess the credibility and 
accuracy of each source; and quote or 
paraphrase the data and conclusions of others 
while avoiding plagiarism and following a 
standard format for citation. 



 

   
  

 
 

 
 Performance Tasks 
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• Require students to demonstrate ability to 
think and reason and produce fully developed 
products 

• Reflect a real-world task and allow for 
reflection and revision 

• Measure complex “assessment targets” 
• Provide evidence of college and career 

readiness 



 
   

 
   

 
  

   
 
  

  

 
 Performance Tasks 
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Session 1: Reading Resources and Short Answer 
• Read/review/reflect upon multiple resources 

related to the central topic; sources represent 
a variety of perspectives and viewpoints 

• Students respond to three research questions 
relating to the resources; typically, two short 
answer and one matching table. 

• If time, students begin planning/drafting of 
the “full write” essay. 



 

  
   

 
   

 
   

 
    

 
 Performance Tasks 
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Session 2: The “Full Write” 
• Students review source material; highlighting and 

notes retained from Session 1. 
• Students respond to a real-world task; draft, revise, 

submit essay (untimed). 
• Essays should be multi-paragraph and draw directly 

from at least two or more of the source materials. 
Source attributions should be made within the 
student work. 



  

 
   

 
  

 

 
 

 

 
 Claims and Purposes Assessed 

Grades 3-5 
Writing (Narrative, Informational, Opinion) 

+ Research 

Grades 6-8 
Writing (Narrative, Explanatory, Argumentative) 

+ Research 

Grade 11 
Writing (Explanatory, Argumentative) 

+ Research 
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 Performance Task Rubrics 
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PT are scored on three attributes: 
• Purpose/Organization (4-point scale) 
• Evidence/Elaboration (4-point scale) 
• Conventions (2-point scale) 

Individual attribute scores contribute to the writing 
claim score and ELA/Literacy overall score. 



 
    

 
  

   
 

 
 Purpose/Organization 
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Key Elements/Criteria 
• Strong main idea or claim, and focus is maintained appropriate 

to audience and purpose 
• Variety of transitions used to clarify relationships between and 

among ideas 
• Introduction and conclusion are present 
• Logical progression with strong connections; “syntactic 

variety” 
• For argumentative mode, opposing arguments are 

acknowledged or addressed 



 
    

  
  

 
  

 
   

 
 Evidence/Elaboration 
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Key Elements/Criteria 
• Effective use of sources, facts, and details as support 
• Effective elaboration of ideas using precise language 

(elaboration may include the use of personal experiences 
relevant to the main idea) 

• References to sources are relevant and specific and effectively 
integrated into the essay 

• Vocabulary is appropriate for the audience and purpose 
• Style enhances content 



 

 
 

 
 Conventions 
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Key Elements/Criteria 
• Correct sentence formation 
• Correct capitalization 
• Correct grammar/usage 
• Correct spelling 



 

   

  
 
    
  

 
 Conventions 
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Scoring is affected by: 

• Variety or range of errors 
• Severity of errors (Basic errors are more 

heavily weighted than higher-level errors) 
• Density of errors (Proportion of errors to the 

amount of writing/length of the essay) 



  

 
 

    
     

  
  

     
  

 
 Table Activity: Performance Tasks 
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• At your table, look at the Smarter Balanced 
Performance Task packet. 

• After individual exploration, discuss as a group what 
skills a student would need to demonstrate in order 
to successfully complete a Performance Task. 

• Select a recorder to capture the most critical skills 
identified by your group. 

• “Map” those skills back to the College and Career 
Readiness Anchor Standards (separate handout). 



  

  

 
   

 
 End of Session Activity 
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• What questions do you have relating to the 
content of this part of today’s presentation? 

• What additional evidence would you like to 
see in order to answer those questions? 
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