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An emphasis on focus and coherence in assessment 
rests on the prioritization of content for purposes of 
sampling – it is simply not feasible to thoroughly 
assess every student on all topics, but it is essential 
to provide information regarding student 
understanding and facility with centrally important 
topics. 
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The Content Specifications suggest that the 
computer-adaptive selection of items and tasks 
for Claim #1 be divided according to those 
clusters identified as “major” and those 
identified as “additional/supporting.” This 
breakdown of clusters for each grade level was 
conducted in close collaboration with lead 
authors of CCSSM and members of the CCSSM 
validation committee. 
Smarter Balanced Content Specifications Page 
68 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
In HS only 10 ccss clusters of 48 clusters (non-plus standard) are not assessed.
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