ACTEL Description of titles assigned to progressive proficiency levels

SUPERIOR
Can support opinion, hypothesize, discuss abstract topics,
and handle a linguistically unfamiliar situation.

ADVANCED

Can narrate and describe in past, present and
future time/aspect, and handle a complicated

situation or transaction.

INTERMEDIATE
Can create with language, ask
and answer simple questions on
familiar topics, and handle a
simple situation or transaction.

This pyramid,
designed by ACTFL,
shows the increase in
time necessary to obtain a
higher level of performance.
As the pyramid denotes, it
takes more hours of instruction
to get from “advanced” to
“superior” than it does to move
from a “novice” level of proficiency
to an “intermediate” level. Hence the
reason for an inverted pyramid. The
titles on the left are specific to Oregon.

Intermediate Low
Benchmark Stage 4

NOVICE
No functional
ability: speech
limited to
memorized
material.

Novice High
Benchmark Stage 3

Novice Middle
Benchmark Stage 2

Novice Low
Benchmark Stage 1

Inverted Pyramid Showing Major Levels of ACTFL Rating Scale



