Dance Standards
Grades 4-8
Anchor Standard 1: Creating-Generate and conceptualize artistic ideas and work.
Enduring Understanding: Developing creativity in dance requires experimentation and exploration using a variety of sources as inspiration for
movement to represent personal and/or symbolic meaning.
Essential Question: Where do choreographers get ideas for dances?
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Dance Standards
Grades 4-8
Anchor Standard 2: Creating-Organize and develop artistic ideas and work.
Enduring Understanding: The elements of movement, structural dance forms, and the conventions of dance serve as both a foundation and
departure point for choreographers. Meaningful choices and influences by personal, aesthetic, and cultural criteria give dance works form,
structure, style, content, context, and purpose.
Essential Question: How do choreographers use structure and choices to create meaningful and aesthetic choreography?
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Dance Standards
Grades 4-8
Anchor Standard 3: Creating-Refine and complete artistic work.
Enduring Understanding: Choreographers and dancers analyze, evaluate, and refine their work to communicate clear meaning.
Essential Question: How can I improve the quality of my work through self-reflection and feedback from others?
4th
5th
6th
7th
8th
DA.3.CR3.4
DA.3.CR3.5
DA.3.CR3.6
DA.3.CR3.7
DA.3.CR3.8
1. Revise movement
1. Refine movements
1. Revise dance
1. Evaluate possible
1. Revise choreography
choices based on peer
based on peer feedback
compositions using
revisions of a dance
collaboratively or
feedback and selfand self-reflection to
collaboratively developed
composition based on
independently based on
reflection to improve a
clarify communication of
artistic criteria.
feedback.
artistic criteria, selfshort dance combination.
an idea within a dance
reflection, and feedback
combination.
of others.
2. Explain choices made in
2. Record changes made
2. Explain how they may
2. Articulate the reasons
the process.
through writing, drawings,
clarify artistic intent.
for choices.
or media technology.

Dance Standards
Grades 4-8
Anchor Standard 4: Creating-Select, analyze and interpret artistic work for presentation.
Enduring Understanding: Movement qualities, energies, and dynamics directly impact expression and meaning in dance.
Essential Question: In what ways do movement qualities, energies, and dynamics communicate meaning or intent in a dance?
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Dance Standards
Grades 4-8
Anchor Standard 5: Performing-Develop and refine artistic techniques and work for presentation.
Enduring Understanding: Dancers work to develop artistry through the mind-body connection and use the body as an instrument for dance by
building skills and techniques that promote body awareness, articulation, coordination, strength, alignment, flexibility, and endurance.
Essential Question: What must a dancer do to prepare the body for artistic expression?
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Dance Standards
Grades 4-8
Anchor Standard 6: Performing-Convey meaning through the presentation of artistic work.
Enduring Understanding: Choreographers use and adapt elements of production to enhance communication of the artistic intent in consideration
of the audience, venue, and context.
Essential Question: How can elements of production heighten the meaning and artistic intent of a dance?
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Dance Standards
Grades 4-8
Anchor Standard 7: Responding-Perceive and analyze artistic work.
Anchor Standard 8: Responding-Interpret intent and meaning in artistic work.
(Oregon Statement: The standards writing team for Dance chose to combine Anchor Standards 7 and 8. The components and standards apply to
both Anchor Standards.)
Enduring Understanding: The artistic intent and meaning of dance is communicated through elements of movement, structure, and cultural
perspective.
Essential Question: How can I “read” a dance to interpret meaning?
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Dance Standards
Grades 4-8
Anchor Standard 9: Responding-Apply criteria to evaluate artistic work.
Enduring Understanding: Criteria for evaluating dance varies across styles and cultural and historical contexts.
Essential Question: How do we evaluate the quality of dance?
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Dance Standards
Grades 4-8
Anchor Standard 10: Connecting-Synthesize and relate knowledge and personal experiences to make art.
Enduring Understanding: Dance reflects personal identify, values, and beliefs through how one creates, performs, and responds to dance.
Essential Question: How does dance relate to and develop personal identity, values, and beliefs?
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Dance Standards
Grades 4-8
Anchor Standard 11: Connecting-Relate artistic ideas and works with societal, cultural, and historical context to deepen understanding.
Enduring Understanding: Dance promotes deep knowledge and perspectives about societal, cultural, and historical contexts and promotes
learning in other disciplines and areas of study.
Essential Question: How does dance relate to society, culture, history, and other disciplines and areas of study?
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