
 

Recommended Non-Textbooks 

Updated November 2019 

Native American/Indigenous People 

Roxanne Dunbar-Ortiz  An Indigenous Peoples History of the U.S. & All The Real Indians Died Off 
J. Mendoza & D. Reese  An Indigenous Peoples History of the  U.S. for Young People 
Anton Treuer   Everything You Wanted to Know About Indians But Were Afraid to Ask 
Scott Richard Lyons  X-Marks: Native Signatures of Assent 
 

LGBTQ+ 

Michael Bronski  A Queer History of the United States and For Young People 
Dr. Meg-John Barker  Queer: A Graphic History 
 

Disability 

Kim Nielsen   A Disability History of the United States 
Paul K. Longmore   The New Disability History: American Perspectives 

 

Latino/Hispanic 

Paul Ortiz   An African American and Latinx History of the United States 
Charles Mann   1491, & A Young Readers 1491, & 1493  
F. Fernandez-Armesto  Our America: A Hispanic History of the United States and 1492 
Mae M Ngai   Impossible Subjects: Illegal Aliens &  the Making of Modern America 

 

Asian American 

Ronald Takaki   Strangers From a Different Shore: A History of Asian-Americans 
Cathy J. Schlund-Vials  Asian American Primary Source Reader 

 
  

https://www.amazon.com/Indigenous-Peoples-History-ReVisioning-American/dp/0807057835
https://www.amazon.com/dp/0807062650?aaxitk=lL4QfIDjCOgOCWSRLbOExA&pd_rd_i=0807062650&pf_rd_p=44fc3e0f-4b9e-4ed8-b33b-363a7257163d&hsa_cr_id=5853284870001&sb-ci-n=productDescription&sb-ci-v=%22All%20the%20Real%20Indians%20Died%20Off%22%3A%20And%2020%20Other%20Myths%20About%20Native%20Americans&sb-ci-a=0807062650
https://www.amazon.com/Indigenous-Peoples-History-ReVisioning-American/dp/0807049395/ref=sr_1_1?keywords=young+peoples+indigenous&qid=1570640456&s=books&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Everything-Wanted-About-Indians-Afraid/dp/0873518616/ref=pd_sbs_14_2/130-7039235-4036628?_encoding=UTF8&pd_rd_i=0873518616&pd_rd_r=05646976-0079-4b8c-a86c-dd729755e65e&pd_rd_w=YvsJY&pd_rd_wg=Pmf0f&pf_rd_p=d66372fe-68a6-48a3-90ec-41d7f64212be&pf_rd_r=YVKZR2XGYJEJRYFGNWHN&psc=1&refRID=YVKZR2XGYJEJRYFGNWHN
https://www.amazon.com/X-Marks-Native-Signatures-Indigenous-Americas/dp/0816666776
https://www.amazon.com/History-United-States-ReVisioning-American/dp/0807044652/ref=sr_1_2?keywords=A+Queer+History+of+the+United+States&qid=1570642407&s=books&sr=1-2
https://www.amazon.com/History-United-States-ReVisioning-American/dp/080705612X/ref=sr_1_3?keywords=A+Queer+History+of+the+United+States&qid=1570642441&s=books&sr=1-3
https://www.amazon.com/Queer-Graphic-Dr-Meg-John-Barker/dp/1785780719/ref=pd_sbs_14_9?_encoding=UTF8&pd_rd_i=1785780719&pd_rd_r=8cb57ed0-3210-42b6-b93c-1e0acfa034a4&pd_rd_w=NVTRN&pd_rd_wg=muV4i&pf_rd_p=d66372fe-68a6-48a3-90ec-41d7f64212be&pf_rd_r=NC9N6XJMTCR5RCDWM1KJ&psc=1&refRID=NC9N6XJMTCR5RCDWM1KJ
https://www.amazon.com/Disability-History-United-ReVisioning-American/dp/0807022047/ref=sr_1_3?keywords=A+Disability+History+of+the+United+States&qid=1570642364&s=books&sr=1-3
https://www.amazon.com/s/ref=dp_byline_sr_book_1?ie=UTF8&field-author=Paul+K.+Longmore&text=Paul+K.+Longmore&sort=relevancerank&search-alias=books
https://www.amazon.com/New-Disability-History-American-Perspectives/dp/0814785646/ref=pd_sbs_14_8?_encoding=UTF8&pd_rd_i=0814785646&pd_rd_r=70a409b6-e1f4-410a-9273-58891749ed92&pd_rd_w=CS0oO&pd_rd_wg=WLkQJ&pf_rd_p=d66372fe-68a6-48a3-90ec-41d7f64212be&pf_rd_r=G8140MSJ8GP0516GT04B&psc=1&refRID=G8140MSJ8GP0516GT04B
https://www.amazon.com/African-American-Latinx-History-ReVisioning/dp/0807005932/ref=sr_1_3?keywords=An+African+American+and+Latinx+History+of+the+United+States&qid=1570642330&s=books&sr=1-3
https://www.amazon.com/1491-Revelations-Americas-Before-Columbus/dp/1400032059/ref=sr_1_1?keywords=1491&qid=1570642151&s=books&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Before-Columbus-Americas-Charles-Mann/dp/1416949003/ref=sr_1_3?keywords=1491&qid=1570642169&s=books&sr=1-3
https://www.amazon.com/1493-Uncovering-World-Columbus-Created/dp/0307278247/ref=sr_1_2?keywords=1491&qid=1570642169&s=books&sr=1-2
https://www.amazon.com/Our-America-Hispanic-History-United/dp/0393349829/ref=sr_1_1?keywords=Our+America%3A+A+Hispanic+History+of+the+United+States&qid=1570642119&s=books&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/1492-World-Began-Felipe-Fernandez-Armesto/dp/0061132284/ref=pd_sbs_14_3/130-7039235-4036628?_encoding=UTF8&pd_rd_i=0061132284&pd_rd_r=708e36b2-a6c7-4e1d-b259-5de428893c03&pd_rd_w=BzDSo&pd_rd_wg=6Fv8n&pf_rd_p=d66372fe-68a6-48a3-90ec-41d7f64212be&pf_rd_r=HPEJHWZMP16S4W92TQVH&psc=1&refRID=HPEJHWZMP16S4W92TQVH
https://www.amazon.com/Impossible-Subjects-Illegal-America-Politics-ebook/dp/B00HKMUY5C/ref=sr_1_1?keywords=Impossible+Subjects%3A+Illegal+Aliens+%26+the+Making+of+Modern+America&qid=1570642095&s=books&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Strangers-Different-Shore-History-Americans/dp/0316831301/ref=sr_1_6?crid=34EXA9ZJIYTCE&keywords=asian+american+history&qid=1572912319&s=books&sprefix=asian+american+hist%2Cstripbooks%2C208&sr=1-6
https://www.amazon.com/Asian-America-Primary-Source-Reader/dp/0300195443/ref=pd_bxgy_14_img_3/146-4439845-0903813?_encoding=UTF8&pd_rd_i=0300195443&pd_rd_r=b9a9f85c-7b5f-4612-8aa8-fa0d6bd102cc&pd_rd_w=QOcvf&pd_rd_wg=civ4R&pf_rd_p=09627863-9889-4290-b90a-5e9f86682449&pf_rd_r=5GSQD3NHM7ZJW8WXG4V3&psc=1&refRID=5GSQD3NHM7ZJW8WXG4V3


 

African-American 

Edward Baptist   The Half Has Never Been Told: Slavery and the Making of American Capitalism 
Douglas Blackmon  Slavery By Another Name 
Henry Louis Gates  Life Upon These Shores 
Richard Rothstein  The Color of Law 
Ta-Nehisis Coates  Between the World and Me and We Were Eight Years in Power 
Jesmyn Ward   The Fire This Time: A New Generation Speaks About Race 
Ibram X Kendi   Stamped From the Beginning: The Definitive History of Racist Ideas 
Eric Foner   The Second Founding: How the Civil War and Reconstruction Remade the Constitution 

 

Culturally Responsive/Diversity 

Ronald Takaki   A Different Mirror: A History of Multicultural America and For Young People 
Zaretta Hammond  Culturally Responsive Teaching and the Brain 
Ijeoma Oluo   So You Want To Talk About Race 

 

General History US and World 

Jill Lapore   These Truths and This America 
Susan Neiman   Learning From The Germans 
Jared Diamond   Guns, Germs, and Steel 
Yuvall Noah-Harari   Sapiens and 21 Lessons For The 21st Century 
James Lowen   Lies My Teacher Told Me and Teaching What Really Happened 

Local Resources 

Oregon Humanities Curriculum Guides  
Oregon Encyclopedia and Oregon History Project 
Center for Civic Education 

  

https://www.amazon.com/Half-Has-Never-Been-Told/dp/0465049664/ref=sr_1_2?crid=1823J6Q2YJKG6&keywords=the+half+has+never+been+told+by+edward+baptist&qid=1570641976&s=books&sprefix=the+half+has%2Cstripbooks%2C206&sr=1-2
https://www.amazon.com/Slavery-Another-Name-Re-Enslavement-Americans/dp/0385722702/ref=sr_1_6?crid=1823J6Q2YJKG6&keywords=the+half+has+never+been+told+by+edward+baptist&qid=1570642014&s=books&sprefix=the+half+has%2Cstripbooks%2C206&sr=1-6
https://www.amazon.com/Life-Upon-These-Shores-1513-2008/dp/0307593428/ref=sr_1_1?keywords=life+upon+these+shores&qid=1570641945&s=books&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Color-Law-Forgotten-Government-Segregated/dp/1631494538/ref=sr_1_3?keywords=the+color+of+law&qid=1570641907&s=books&sr=1-3
https://www.amazon.com/Between-World-Me-Ta-Nehisi-Coates/dp/0812993543/ref=sr_1_1?crid=2BSWEG0LCKEU4&keywords=between+the+world+and+me&qid=1570641723&s=books&sprefix=Betw%2Cstripbooks%2C226&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/We-Were-Eight-Years-Power/dp/0399590579/ref=sr_1_1?crid=3W3JOLFQ85CK1&keywords=we+were+eight+years+in+power&qid=1570641880&s=books&sprefix=we+were+%2Cstripbooks%2C215&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Fire-This-Time-Generation-Speaks-ebook/dp/B01B1U2ZMS/ref=sr_1_1?keywords=the+fire+this+time&qid=1570641604&s=books&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Stamped-Beginning-Definitive-History-America-ebook/dp/B017QL8WV4/ref=sr_1_1_sspa?crid=2FEQEVI15WZY9&keywords=stamped+from+the+beginning+by+ibram+x.+kendi&qid=1570641493&s=books&sprefix=stamped+fr%2Cstripbooks%2C210&sr=1-1-spons&psc=1&spLa=ZW5jcnlwdGVkUXVhbGlmaWVyPUEzM0MyRjdTSkVYVzZLJmVuY3J5cHRlZElkPUEwODIzNjM0OVc2VENEUzBVUFZCJmVuY3J5cHRlZEFkSWQ9QTA2NDk4ODYxTE1TOUFLWFkwTUs0JndpZGdldE5hbWU9c3BfYXRmJmFjdGlvbj1jbGlja1JlZGlyZWN0JmRvTm90TG9nQ2xpY2s9dHJ1ZQ==
https://www.amazon.com/dp/0393652572/ref=sspa_dk_detail_5?psc=1&pd_rd_i=0393652572&pd_rd_w=rYkcz&pf_rd_p=45a72588-80f7-4414-9851-786f6c16d42b&pd_rd_wg=eSM5I&pf_rd_r=272J6YBX6NRVZPR2JB30&pd_rd_r=a322ae04-1f86-457c-83fb-e691888505d6&spLa=ZW5jcnlwdGVkUXVhbGlmaWVyPUEzSDJEU0xBOThTTEdXJmVuY3J5cHRlZElkPUEwNzg1MzMyS1lVNE81QUNZM1hMJmVuY3J5cHRlZEFkSWQ9QTA0NDQ5MTlTUTA0M0VZWjNORVgmd2lkZ2V0TmFtZT1zcF9kZXRhaWwmYWN0aW9uPWNsaWNrUmVkaXJlY3QmZG9Ob3RMb2dDbGljaz10cnVl
https://www.amazon.com/Different-Mirror-History-Multicultural-America/dp/0316022365/ref=sr_1_1?keywords=A+different+mirror&qid=1570641653&s=books&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Different-Mirror-Young-People-Multicultural/dp/1609804163/ref=sr_1_2?keywords=A+different+mirror&qid=1570641695&s=books&sr=1-2
https://www.amazon.com/s?k=zaretta+hammond+culturally+responsive+teaching+and+the+brain&i=stripbooks&crid=3SB6UPUWHMFBZ&sprefix=zaretta%2Cstripbooks%2C206&ref=nb_sb_ss_i_1_7
https://www.amazon.com/You-Want-Talk-About-Race-ebook/dp/B07QBNKJTZ/ref=sr_1_2_sspa?crid=2FEQEVI15WZY9&keywords=stamped+from+the+beginning+by+ibram+x.+kendi&qid=1570641521&s=books&sprefix=stamped+fr%2Cstripbooks%2C210&sr=1-2-spons&psc=1&spLa=ZW5jcnlwdGVkUXVhbGlmaWVyPUFUSldVRFpNQ01WRE8mZW5jcnlwdGVkSWQ9QTA0NDY0NjEyNFJMRzVTTTlCNDRKJmVuY3J5cHRlZEFkSWQ9QTAyODU4MzExMjYwNDlVRFFCRlhOJndpZGdldE5hbWU9c3BfYXRmJmFjdGlvbj1jbGlja1JlZGlyZWN0JmRvTm90TG9nQ2xpY2s9dHJ1ZQ==
https://www.amazon.com/These-Truths-History-United-States/dp/0393635244
https://www.amazon.com/This-America-Nation-Jill-Lepore/dp/1631496417/ref=pd_sbs_14_img_0/130-7039235-4036628?_encoding=UTF8&pd_rd_i=1631496417&pd_rd_r=fea82608-a5a6-4727-872d-677890a5410d&pd_rd_w=Yb3bD&pd_rd_wg=7x4ZZ&pf_rd_p=5cfcfe89-300f-47d2-b1ad-a4e27203a02a&pf_rd_r=YS94C7RWGGF7V7TKW26C&psc=1&refRID=YS94C7RWGGF7V7TKW26C
https://www.amazon.com/Learning-Germans-Race-Memory-Evil/dp/0374184461/ref=sr_1_1?keywords=Learning+From+The+Germans&qid=1570771583&s=books&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Guns-Germs-Steel-Fates-Societies/dp/0393354326/ref=sr_1_1?keywords=Guns%2C+Germs%2C+and+Steel&qid=1570771636&s=books&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Sapiens-Humankind-Yuval-Noah-Harari/dp/0062316117/ref=sr_1_1?keywords=Sapiens+and+Lessons&qid=1570771665&s=books&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Lessons-21st-Century-Yuval-Harari/dp/0525512195/ref=pd_bxgy_14_img_3/130-7039235-4036628?_encoding=UTF8&pd_rd_i=0525512195&pd_rd_r=069c1712-5351-4302-8ca3-3ae60770883a&pd_rd_w=Uhutv&pd_rd_wg=ZZR3H&pf_rd_p=09627863-9889-4290-b90a-5e9f86682449&pf_rd_r=VMR918BYH9B7MBTF1MCY&psc=1&refRID=VMR918BYH9B7MBTF1MCY
https://www.amazon.com/Lies-My-Teacher-Told-Everything/dp/1620973928/ref=sr_1_1?crid=BU9QJNW6G4I5&keywords=lies+my+teacher+told+me&qid=1570641430&s=books&sprefix=lies+my%2Cstripbooks%2C207&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Teaching-What-Really-Happened-Multicultural/dp/0807759481/ref=sr_1_1?crid=2OG2HHOPC3T6M&keywords=teaching+what+really+happened&qid=1570641461&s=books&sprefix=teaching+what+really%2Cstripbooks%2C213&sr=1-1
http://oregonhumanities.org/curriculum-guides/
https://oregonencyclopedia.org/
https://oregonhistoryproject.org/
https://www.civiced.org/resources/curriculum/lesson-plans


 
 

Best Social Studies Websites for Teachers 

Recently, a high school teacher on our WeAreTeachers HELPLINE asked readers to suggest the 
best social studies websites around. As usual, our teacher friends came through in force! We’ve 
rounded up the links as well as the official tout from each website. Check it out and share your 
picks for the best social studies websites in the comments. 
1. iCivics  
“iCivics gives students the necessary tools to learn about and participate in civic life, and teachers the materials 
and support to achieve this goal. Our free resources include print-and-go lesson plans, interactive digital tools, and 
award-winning games.” 
2. Teaching Tolerance 
“Teaching Tolerance is dedicated to reducing prejudice, improving intergroup relations and supporting equitable 
school experiences for our nation’s children. We provide free educational materials to teachers and other school 
practitioners in the U.S. and Canada.” 
3. Library of Congress 
“News, events, new content & more from the National Library of Congress & specific subject areas — from 
legislature to poetry, from music to science, from cataloging to copyright.” 
4. National Archives 
“Teach with documents using our online tool. Locate teachable primary sources. Find new and favorite lesson 
plans, and create your own activities for your students.” 
5. Stanford History Education Group 
“The Reading Like a Historian curriculum engages students in historical inquiry. Each lesson revolves around a 
central historical question and features sets of primary documents designed for groups of students with diverse 
reading skills and abilities.” 
6. Historical Thinking Matters 
A pick for best social studies websites “focused on key topics in U.S. history, which is designed to teach students 
how to critically read primary sources and how to critique and construct historical narratives.” 
7. Classroom Law Project 
“The Classroom Law Project brings vital and engaging civics and law-related education programs into Oregon 
schools, teaching students at all grade levels the values and skills essential to being a participating citizen in our 
democracy.” 
8. Center for History and New Media 
“Improving teaching and learning about the past through innovative digital resources, tools, and strategies.” 
9. Teaching History 
“Teachinghistory.org is designed to help K–12 history teachers access resources and materials to improve U.S. 
history education in the classroom.” 
10. World History Matters 
“A portal to world history websites including Women in World History, World History Sources and more.” 
11. Teaching American History 
“The Ashbrook Center at Ashland University worked with the National Endowment for the Humanities to develop 
web-based lesson plans for U.S. history and American government teachers.” 
12. California History-Social Science Project 
“A statewide network of scholars and K-12 teachers, dedicated to providing the highest quality history instruction, 
with a special focus on meeting the needs of English learners, native speakers with low literacy, and students from 
economically disadvantaged communities.” 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/weareteachershelpline/
https://www.icivics.org/
http://www.tolerance.org/
https://www.loc.gov/
https://www.archives.gov/education
http://sheg.stanford.edu/rlh
http://historicalthinkingmatters.org/
http://www.classroomlaw.org/
http://chnm.gmu.edu/teaching-and-learning/
http://teachinghistory.org/
http://worldhistorymatters.org/
http://chssp.ucdavis.edu/


13. Smithsonian Education 
“The Smithsonian Center for Learning and Digital Access (SCLDA) uses all the Smithsonian offers to empower 
learners to explore their own interests and collaborate with others to bring ideas to life. We create models and 
methods that make the Smithsonian a learning laboratory for everyone.” 
14. National Constitution Center 
“The first and only institution in America established by Congress to “disseminate information about the United 
States Constitution on a non-partisan basis in order to increase the awareness and understanding of the 
Constitution among the American people.” 
15. Hippocampus 
“Free, core academic web site that delivers rich multimedia content–videos, animations, and simulations–on 
general education subjects to middle-school and high-school teachers and college professors, and their students, 
free of charge.” 
16. The Gilder Lehrman Institute of American History 
“A nonprofit organization devoted to the improvement of history education. The Institute has developed an array 
of programs for schools, teachers, and students that now operate in all fifty states, including a website that 
features more than 60,000 unique historical documents.” 
17. Crash Course World History  
“Tons of awesome courses in one awesome YouTube channel- World History, US History, Economics, U.S. 
Government and Politics.” 
18. Discovery Education Virtual Field Trips 
“Take your students beyond the classroom walls and into some of the world’s most iconic locations for rich and 
immersive learning experiences — no permission slips required.” 
19. EdTechTeacher 
“Our list of Best History Websites aims to provide quick, convenient, and reliable access to the best history-
oriented resources online in a wide range of categories and has been designed to benefit history teachers and their 
students.” 
 20. HipHughes History  
“HipHughes History has over 300 Instructional Videos for students of the Social Studies, teachers flipping their 
class and life-long learners. So whether you’re looking for a pedagogical ally, a non-biased explanation of that new 
Supreme Court case or you’re a kid who needs to study HHH has your brain’s back!” 
21. Big History Project 
“By sharing the big picture and challenging middle and high school students to look at the world from many 
different perspectives, we hope to inspire a greater love of learning and help them better understand how we got 
here, where we’re going, and how they fit in.” 
22. Facing History and Ourselves 
“Empowering teachers & students to think critically about history & to understand the impact of their choices.” 
23. The Howard Zinn Project 
“Based on the lens of history highlighted in Howard Zinn’s best-selling book A People’s History of the United States, 
the website offers free, downloadable lessons and articles organized by theme, time period, and reading level.” 
24. Horrible Histories BBC 
A pick for best social studies websites where you can “watch episodes, play games, and sing along to your favorite 
Horrible Histories songs!” 
25. Digital History 
“Enhances history teaching and research through primary sources, an online textbook, extensive reference 
resources, and interactive materials.” 
What are your picks for the best social studies websites? Share in the comments and we will update this list! 
 

http://smithsonianeducation.org/educators/lesson_plans/history_culture.html
https://constitutioncenter.org/
http://www.hippocampus.org/
https://www.gilderlehrman.org/
https://www.youtube.com/user/crashcourse/search?query=social+studies
http://www.discoveryeducation.com/Events/virtual-field-trips/explore/by-subject/social-studies.cfm
http://besthistorysites.net/
http://hiphugheshistory.weebly.com/
https://school.bighistoryproject.com/bhplive
https://www.facinghistory.org/
https://zinnedproject.org/
https://zinnedproject.org/materials/a-peoples-history-of-the-united-states-updated-and-expanded-edition/
https://zinnedproject.org/teaching-materials/#filter_themes_top
https://zinnedproject.org/teaching-materials/#filter_period_top
http://www.bbc.co.uk/cbbc/shows/horrible-histories
http://www.digitalhistory.uh.edu/
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