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Task Force on Civics and Task Force on Civics and 
Financial Education HB 2584Financial Education HB 2584--AA

““study and make study and make 
recommendations recommendations 

about how to about how to 
increase and increase and 

improve civics and improve civics and 
financial education financial education 

in kindergarten in kindergarten 
through grade 12 through grade 12 

public schoolspublic schools””
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The ProblemThe Problem ““The economic crisis signals that The economic crisis signals that 
schools need to get in the schools need to get in the 
business of teaching money business of teaching money 
mattersmatters…”…”

moneymoney--management behaviors leading to financial management behaviors leading to financial 
instability, credit mismanagement, and bankruptcyinstability, credit mismanagement, and bankruptcy
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The ProblemThe Problem ““The Presidential Election will hingeThe Presidential Election will hinge
in large part on the Election Day turnout of in large part on the Election Day turnout of 
younger voters, who rarely show up to vote in younger voters, who rarely show up to vote in 
the same percentages as older Americansthe same percentages as older Americans…”…”

voting practices and civic participation rates showing voting practices and civic participation rates showing 
less engagementless engagement
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DefinitionsDefinitions

Financial educationFinancial education includes includes 
both knowledge and skills:both knowledge and skills:

to manage personal financial to manage personal financial 
resources effectively; andresources effectively; and

to identify, analyze, evaluate, and to identify, analyze, evaluate, and 
understand the consequences of understand the consequences of 
oneone’’s decisions.s decisions.
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DefinitionsDefinitions

Civic educationCivic education includes both knowledge and includes both knowledge and 
performance:performance:

knowledge of local, state, and US history, and knowledge of local, state, and US history, and 
government to explain current social and political government to explain current social and political 
issues; andissues; and

performance of civicperformance of civic
and community and community 
responsibilities responsibilities 
essential to living in essential to living in 
a representative a representative 
democracy.democracy.
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Financial Literacy in OregonFinancial Literacy in Oregon
Past, Present and FuturePast, Present and Future

PastPast
Prior to 1998 Personal Finance was a required Prior to 1998 Personal Finance was a required 
½½ credit course for Oregon High School credit course for Oregon High School 
students.students.

PresentPresent
The United States is in a severeThe United States is in a severe
financial crisis and Oregon financial crisis and Oregon 
residents are facing the same residents are facing the same 
challenges as the rest of the challenges as the rest of the 
country. country. 
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Financial Literacy in OregonFinancial Literacy in Oregon
Past, Present and FuturePast, Present and Future

What the research saysWhat the research says……
Teachers report that lack of time, lack of state curriculum Teachers report that lack of time, lack of state curriculum 
requirements and lack of demand are the top three requirements and lack of demand are the top three 
challenges to teaching financial literacy challenges to teaching financial literacy 

(Networks Financial Institute, Indiana State University, 2007)(Networks Financial Institute, Indiana State University, 2007)

Less than half of credit card holders learned about Less than half of credit card holders learned about 
money management from their parents; 41% selfmoney management from their parents; 41% self--taught taught 
or learned or learned ““the hard waythe hard way””, 91% say that financial , 91% say that financial 
education should be taught in every US high school education should be taught in every US high school 

(VISA Back(VISA Back--toto--School Survey, 2007)School Survey, 2007)

2007 bankruptcy filings showed a 40.5% increase from 2007 bankruptcy filings showed a 40.5% increase from 
2006 2006 

((cardweb.comcardweb.com, March 2008), March 2008)
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Financial Literacy in OregonFinancial Literacy in Oregon
Past, Present and FuturePast, Present and Future

Why?Why?
During the last century consumers have been During the last century consumers have been 
pushed more and more towards controlling their pushed more and more towards controlling their 
finances. finances. 

Future: We have to start early!Future: We have to start early!
Individuals need to be both prepared for the Individuals need to be both prepared for the 
responsibility of personal finance management responsibility of personal finance management 
and also recognize opportunities available to and also recognize opportunities available to 
make the most of their money and hard work. make the most of their money and hard work. 
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About civic learning and OregonAbout civic learning and Oregon’’s s 
youth: good news and bad news youth: good news and bad news ……

About studentsAbout students
Good news    Good news    Oregon students are or desire to be Oregon students are or desire to be 
socially and personally responsible citizenssocially and personally responsible citizens
Bad newsBad news Many Oregon students lack basic civic Many Oregon students lack basic civic 
knowledgeknowledge

About what is taughtAbout what is taught
Good newsGood news good state standards in civics and social good state standards in civics and social 
science analysis; in new high school diploma Essential science analysis; in new high school diploma Essential 
Skills requirementsSkills requirements
Bad newsBad news There is little if any accountability; very There is little if any accountability; very 
uneven teachinguneven teaching
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About civic learning and OregonAbout civic learning and Oregon’’s s 
youth: good news and bad news youth: good news and bad news ……

What the research saysWhat the research says
Good newsGood news

93% say they should assist those in need 93% say they should assist those in need 
of helpof help
83% say they have volunteered in their 83% say they have volunteered in their 
community or raised money for a community or raised money for a 
charitable causecharitable cause

Bad newsBad news
67% answered basic civics knowledge67% answered basic civics knowledge
questions correctly questions correctly –– a a ““DD”” gradegrade
25% could correctly identify our two 25% could correctly identify our two 
US senators;  23% identified US senators;  23% identified 
Ted Ted KulongoskiKulongoski as one of themas one of them

http://lh6.ggpht.com/_zbn1AZDn-gg/R7WBItkKNQI/AAAAAAAAEJY/3guGDh590bo/SCN0028.jpg
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About civic learning and OregonAbout civic learning and Oregon’’s s 
youth: good news and bad news youth: good news and bad news ……

About what we should do about itAbout what we should do about it
Good newsGood news Some social studies teachers Some social studies teachers 
welcome assessmentwelcome assessment
Bad newsBad news New mandatory assessment New mandatory assessment 
includes NCLB, other highincludes NCLB, other high--stakes testing stakes testing 
and therefore unlikely to and therefore unlikely to 
get supportget support
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Task Force RecommendationsTask Force Recommendations
Civics EducationCivics Education

PrePre--AssessmentAssessment
Conduct a comprehensive Survey of Enacted Curriculum Conduct a comprehensive Survey of Enacted Curriculum 
for Social Studies, or other appropriate measurefor Social Studies, or other appropriate measure

Teacher PreparationTeacher Preparation
Ensure that teachers of civic education are adequately Ensure that teachers of civic education are adequately 
trained in content and best practice strategies in civics trained in content and best practice strategies in civics 
and governmentand government

InstructionInstruction
Emphasize civic education as a basic component Emphasize civic education as a basic component 
throughoutthroughout KK--12 education12 education



15

Task Force RecommendationsTask Force Recommendations
Civics EducationCivics Education

EvaluationEvaluation
Develop the capacity to assess and evaluate civic Develop the capacity to assess and evaluate civic 
education programs. education programs. 

Measure program effectiveness and student learning Measure program effectiveness and student learning 
throughout the Kthroughout the K--12 curriculum.12 curriculum.

ResourcesResources

TimelineTimeline
Begin assessment of the Essential SkillBegin assessment of the Essential Skill
in Civic and Community Engagementin Civic and Community Engagement
by the Fall 2010by the Fall 2010--11 school year11 school year
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Task Force RecommendationsTask Force Recommendations
Financial EducationFinancial Education

PrePre--AssessmentAssessment
Establish baseline by collecting dataEstablish baseline by collecting data

Teacher PreparationTeacher Preparation
Ensure that teachers of financial Ensure that teachers of financial 
education are adequately trained in education are adequately trained in 
content and best practice strategies content and best practice strategies 
in financial educationin financial education

InstructionInstruction
Recognize that financial educationRecognize that financial education
is a basic component of Kis a basic component of K--12 12 
educationeducation
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Task Force RecommendationsTask Force Recommendations
Financial EducationFinancial Education

EvaluationEvaluation
Develop the capacity to assess and evaluate financial Develop the capacity to assess and evaluate financial 
education programs. education programs. 
Measure program effectiveness and student learning Measure program effectiveness and student learning 
throughout the Kthroughout the K--12 curriculum.12 curriculum.

ResourcesResources

TimelineTimeline
The Oregon State Board of Education should The Oregon State Board of Education should 
immediatelyimmediately institute, institute, ““Demonstrate financial literacyDemonstrate financial literacy”” as as 
an Essential Skill for the Oregon diplomaan Essential Skill for the Oregon diploma
Begin assessment of this new Essential Skill by the Begin assessment of this new Essential Skill by the 
Fall 2010Fall 2010--11 school year11 school year
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Questions?Questions?
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